Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



r--' 



r?^ 



C: 



/ i 



*^v^ 



abt 



,(&g^.\B'i«\\ri « I'Sl.l©D'ffl 






e*v/'/- «( 




1836. 






■ '4 



THE HISTORY 



or THE 



RISE, PROGRESS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENT 



or THS 



ABOLITION 



or THB 



AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE, 



BT not 
BRITISH EARLIAMENT. 



BY THOMAS CLARKSON, M. A. 



IN THREE VOLUMJBll^ ' • '^ 

VOL. II. ^•- *^ * • 



4 



NKW-TORK: 
PUBLISHED BY JOHN S.TAYLOR, 

CORNER or PARK-ROW AND NASSAU-STREET, 
OPPOSITE THE CITT HALL. 

1836. 



. ■- ' 



^ \ 



rjv 1676 ■■ 



* • 



« t 



» * k » 
• •. V 



• • •• •»• 

"••» kv " r ^ •» • 

* * ^« *• • «>•••» • 



CONTENTS OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 



CHAPTER I. 
VifiitB LaverpooL — Specimens of African produce. — ^Dock du- 
ties. — ^Iron instruments used in the traffic. — ^His introduc- 
tion to Mr. Nonis. 5 

CHAPTER II. 
Manner of procuring and paying seamen at Liverpool in the 
Slave-trade — their treatment and mortaUty. — ^Murder of 
Peter Qreen. — ^Dangerous situation of tiie author in conse- < 

quence of his inquiries. It 

CHAPTER ni. 

Author proceeds to Manchester — delivers a discourse there 
on the subject of the Slave-trade — revisits Bristol — New 
and difficult situation there — suddenly crosses the Severn 
at ni^t— returns to London. 39 

CHAPTER IV. 

Labors of the committee during the author's journey. — ^Mr. 
Sharp elected chairman. — Seal engraved. — ^Lett^s from 
difierent correspondents to the committee. ... 68 

CHAPTER V. 
Further labors of the committee to February 1788 — ^List of 
' new correspondents. 70 

CHAPTER VI. 

Progress of the cause to the middle of May. — Petitions to 
Pailiament — Author's interviews with Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
txrenville. — ^Privy council inquire into the subjects-examine 
Liverpo(d delegates. — ^Proceedings of the committee for tho 



IT CONTENTS. 

abolitioik— Modoo and debate in die Hooae of Commwii. 
— -DiecoNBon of the general question poa^pooed to diaxieit 



78 

CHAPTER VIL 

P ro g re aa to the middle of July.— Bill to ^JnArMk the horron 
of the middle passage. — ^Evidence examined against it — 
debates — bill passed through both houses. — ^Proceedings of 
the committee, and eftcts of them. . . . .181 

CHAPTER Vin. 

C ont inuati o n from June 1788, to July 1789. — Author travels 
in search of fresh evidence. — ^Privy council resume their 
examinations — ^prepare their report — ^Proceedings of the 
committee for the abolition — and of the planters and others. 
— ^Privy oonncil report laid on the table of the House of 
Commons. — ^Debate upon it— Twelve propositions — 0|v 
ponents refuse to aigue from the report — ^E^xamine new 
evidence of their own in the House of Conmions. — Re- 
newal of the middle passage bilL — ^Death and character of 
Ramsay. 155 

CHAPTER IX. 

Cootinnation from July 1789, to July 1790.— Author travels 
to Paris to promote tiie abolition in France. — His proceed- 
ings there — returns to En^and. — Examination of oppo- 
nents' evidence resumed in the Commons. — Author travels 
in quest of new evidence on the side of the abolition — this, 
after great opposition, introduced. — ^Renewal of the middle 
passage bill — Section of the slave-ship. — Cowper's Negro's 
Complaintr-^Wedgwood's Cameos. .... S4) 



THE 

HISTORY OF THE ABOLITION 

OF THE 

SLAVE-TRADE. 



CHAPTER I. 

* 

Author secures the Gloucester paper, and lats the pouhdatioh 

OF A petition prom THAT CITY — DOES THE SAME AT WORCESTER— AND 

AT Chester— ARRIVES at Liverpool — collects specimens op Afri- 
can produce— ALSO imports AND EXPORTS — ^AND MUSTER-ROLLS — AHB 
ACCOUNTS OF DOCK-DUTIES — AND IRON INSTRUMENTS USED IN THE SlATI- 

trade.— His introduction to Mr. Norris, and others — ^author and 
his errand become known— people visit him out of curiositt.— 
Frequent controversies on the subject of the Slave-trade. 

On my arrival at Gloucester, I waited upon 
noy friend Dean Tucker. He was pleased to 
hear of the great progress I had made since he left 
me. On communicating to him my intention 
of making interest with the editors of some pro- 
vincial papers, to enlighten the public mind, and 
with the inhabitants of some respectable places, 
for petitions to Parliament, relative to the aboli- 
tion of the Slave-trade, he approved of it, and 
introduced me to Mr. Raikes, the proprietor of 
the respectable paper belonging to that city. Mr. 
Raikes acknowledged, without any hesitation, the 
pleasure he should have in serving such a noble 

cause ; and he promised to grant me, from time 

1* 



6 THE HI8TPRT OF THE 

Jio time^ a corner in his paper, for such things 
as,! might point out to him for insertion. This 
' promise he performed afterwards, without any pe- 
cuniary consideration, and solely on the ground 
of benevolence. He promised also his assistance 
as to the other object, for the promotion of which 
I left him several of my Summary Views to dis- 
tribute. 

At Worcester I trod over the same ground, and 
with the same success. Timothy Beviugton, of 
the religious society of the Quakers, was the 
only person to whom I had an introduction there. 
He accompanied me to the mayor, to the editor 
of the Worcester paper, and to several others, 
before each of whom I pleaded the cause of the 
oppressed Africans in the best manner I was able. 
I dilated both on the inhumanity and on the im- 
policy of the trade, which I supported by the 
various facts recently obtained at Bristol. I de- 
sired, however, as far as petitions were concerned, 
(and this desire I expressed on all other simi- 
lar occasions,) that no attempt should be made to 
obtain these, till such information had been circu- 
lated on the subject, that every one, when called 
upon, might judge, from his knowledge of it, how 
far he would feel it right to join in it. For this 
purpose I left also here several of my Summary 
Views for distribution. 

After my arrival at Chester, I went to the 
bishop's residence, but I found he was not there. 
Knowing no other person in the place, I wrote a 
note to Mr. Cowdroy, whom I understood to be 
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the editor of the Chester paper, soliciting -an in- 
terview with him. I explained my wishes to hiin 
on hoth subjects. He seemed to be greatly re- ' 
joiced, when we met, that such a measure as that 
of the abolition of the Slave-trade was in contem- 
plation. Living at so short a distance from Liver- 
pool, and in a county from which so many per- 
sons were constantly going to Africa, he was by 
no means ignorant, as some were, of the nature of 
this cruel traffic ; but yet he had no notion that I 
had probed it so deeply, or that I had brought to 
light such important circumstances concerning it, 
as he found by my conversation. He made me a 
hearty offer of his services on this occasion, and 
this expressly without fee or reward. I accepted 
them most joyfully and gratefully. It was, indeed, 
a most important thing, to have a station so near 
the enemy's camp, where we could watch their 
motions, and meet any attack which might be 
made from it. And this office of a sentinel Mr. 
Cowdroy performed with great vigilance ; and 
when he afterwards left Chester for Manchester, 
to establish a paper there, he carried with him the 
same friendly disposition towards our cause. 

My first introduction at Liverpool was to Wil- 
liam Rathbone, a member of the religious society 
of the Quakers. He was the same person, who 
before the formation of our committee, had pro- 
cured me copies of several of the muster-rolls of 
the slave-vessels belonging to that port, so that, 
though we were not personally known, yet we 
were not strangers to each other. Isaac Hadwen, 
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a respectable member of the same society, was the 
person whom I saw next. I had been introduced 
to him, previously to my journey, when he was 
at London, at the yearly meeting of the Quakers, 
so that no letter to him was necessary. As Mr. 
Roscoe had generously given the profits of The 
Wrongs of Africa to our committee, I made no 
scruple of calling upon him. His reception of me 
was very friendly, and he introduced me after- 
wards to Dr. Currie, who had written the preface 
to that poem. There was also a fourth, upon 
whom I called, though I did not know him. His 
name was Edward Rushton. He had been an 
officer in a slave-ship, but had lost his sight, and 
had become an enemy to that trade. On passing 
through Chester, I had heard, for the first time, 
that he had published a poem called West-Indian 
Eclogues, with a view of making the public better 
acquainted with the evil of the Slave-trade, and 
of exciting their indignation against it. Of the 
three last it may be observed, that, having come 
forward thus early, as laborers, they deserve to be 
put down, as I have placed them in the map, 
among the forerunners and coadjutors in this 
great cause, for each published his work before 
any efforts were made publicly, or without know- 
ing that any were intended. Rushton, also, had 
the boldness, though then living in Liverpool, to 
affix his name to his work. These were the only 
persons whom I knew for some time after my 
arrival in that place. 
. It may not, perhaps, be necessary to enter so 
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largely into my proceedings at Liverpool as at 
Bristol. The following account, therefore, may 
suffice. 

In my attempts to add to my collection of speci- 
mens of ^African produce, I was favored with a 
sample of gum ruber aslringens, of cotton from 
the Gambia, of indigo and musk, of long pepper, 
of black pepper from Whidah, of mahogany from 
Calabar, and of clothes of different colors, made by 
the natives, which, while they gave other. proo& 
of the quality of their own cotton, gave prooft, 
also, of the variety of their dyes. 

I made interest at the Custom-house for various 
exports and imports, and for copies of the muster- 
rolls of several slave-vessels, besides those of ves- 
sels employed in other trades. 

By looking out constantly for information on 
this great subject, 1 was led to the examination 
of a printed card or table of the dock-duties of 
Liverpool, which was published annually. The 
town of Liverpool had so risen in opulence and 
importance, from only a fishing-village, that the 
corporation seemed to have a pride in giving a 
public view of this increase. Hence they pub- 
lished and circulated this card. Now the card 
contained one, among other facts, which was 
almost as precious, in a political point of view, as 
any I had yet obtained. It stated, that in the 
year 1772, when I knew that a hundred vessels 
sailed out of Liverpool for the coast of Africa, the 
dock-duties amounted to 45521. and that in 1779, 
when V kncfw that, in consequence of the war. 
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only eleven went from thence to the same coas^ 
they amounted to 49572. From these facts, put 
together, two conclusions were obvious. The first 
was, that the opulence of Liverpool, as far as the 
entry of vessels into its ports, and the d6ck-duties 
arising from thence, were concerned, was not in- 
debted to the Slave-trade ; for these duties were 
highest when it had only eleven ships in that 
employ* The second yrasj that there had been 
almost a practical experiment with respect to the 
aboUtion of it ; for the vessels in it had been 
gradually reduced from one hundred to eleven, 
and yet the West Indians had not complained of 
their ruin, nor had the merchants or manufac- 
turers suffered, nor had Liverpool been affected 
by the change. 

There were specimens of articles in Liverpool, 
which I entirely overlooked at Bristol, and which 
I believe I should have overlooked here, also, had 
it not been for seeing them at a window in a 
shop ; I mean those of different iron instruments 
used in this cruel traffic. I bought a pair of the 
iron hand-cuffs with which the men slaves are 
confined. The right hand wrist of one, and the 
left of another, are almost brought into contact 
by these, and fastened together, as the figure A 
in the annexed plate represents, by a little bolt 
with a small padlock at the end of it. I bought 
also a pair of shackles for the legs. These are 
represented by the figure B. The right ancle of 
one man is fastened to the left of another, as the 
nader will observe, by similar means. I bought 
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these, not because it was difficult to conceive 
how the unhappy victims of this execrable trade 
were confined, but to show the fact that they were 
so. For what was the inference fwom it, but that 
they did not leave their own country willingly ; 
that, when they were in the holds of the slaves- 
vessels, they were not in the Elysium which had 
been represented; and that there was a fear, 
either that they would make their escape, or pun- 
ish their oppressors? I bought also a thumb- 
screw at this shop. The thumbs are put into this 
instrument through the two circular holes at the. 
top of it. By turning a key, a bar rises up by 
means of a screw from C to D, and the pressure 
upon them becomes painful. By turning it further 
you may make the* blood start from the ends of 
them. By taking the key away, as at E, yon 
leave the tortured person in agony, without any 
means of extricating himself or of being extri- 
cated by others. This screw, as I was then 
informed, was appUed by way of punishment, in 
case of obstinacy in the slaves, or for any other 
reputed offence, at the discretion of the captain. 
At the same place I bought another instrument 
which I saw. It was called a speculum oris. 
The dotted lines in the figure on the right hand 
of the screw, represent it when shut, the black 
lines when open. It is opened, as at O H, by a 
screw below with a knob at the end of it. This 
instrument is known among surgeons, having 
been invented to assist them in wrenchmg open 
the mouth as in the case of a locked jaw. But 
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it had got into use in this trade. On asking the 
seller of the instruments, on what occasion it was 
used there, he replied, that the slaves were fre- 
quently so sulky as to shut their mouths against 
all sustenance, and this with a determination to 
die ; and that it was necessary their mouth should 
be forced open to thro^ in nutriment, that they 
who had purchased them might incur no loss by 
their death. 

The town's talk of Liverpool was much of the 
same nature as that at Bristol on the subject of 
this trade. Horrible facts concerning it were 
in every body's mouth. But they were more 
numerous, as was likely to be the case, where 
eighty vessels were employed from one port, and 
only eighteen from the other. " The people too at 
Liverpool seemed to be more hardened, or they 
related them with more coldness or less feeling. 
This may be accounted for, from the greater 
number of those facts, as just related, the men- 
tion of which,. as it was of course more frequent, 
occasioned them to lose their power of exciting 
surprise. All this I thought in my favor, as I 
should more easily, or with less obnoxiousness, 
come to the knowledge of what I wanted to 
obtain. 

My friend William Rathbone, who had been 
looking out to supply me with intelligence, but 
who was desirous that I should not be imposed 
upon, and that I should get it from the fountain- 
bead, introduced me to Mr. Norris for this pur- 
pose. . jlorris hod been formerly a slave-captain. 
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but had quitted the trade and settled as a mer- 
chant in a different line of business. He was a 
man of quick penetration, and of good talents, 
which he had cultivated to advantage, and he 
had a pleasing address both as to speech and 
manners. He received me with great politeness, 
and offered me all the information I desired. I 
was with him five or six times at his own house 
for this purpose. The substance of his communi- 
cations on these occasions I shall now put down, 
and I beg the reader's particular attention to it, as 
he will be referred to it in other parts of this work. 

With respect to the produce of Africa, Mr. 
Norris enumerated many articles in which a new 
and valuable trade might be opened, of which he 
gave me one, namely, the black pepper from 
Whidah before mentioned. This he gave me, to 
use his own expressions, as one argument among 
many others of the impolicy of the Slave-trade, 
which, by turning the attention of the inhabitants 
to the persons of one another for sale, hindered 
foreigners from discovering, and themselves from 
cultivating, many of the valuable productions of 
their own soil. 

On the subject of procuring slaves he gave it as 
his decided opinion, that many of the inhabitants 
of Africa were kidnapped by each other, as they 
were travelling on the roads, or fishing in the 
creeks, or cultivating their little spots. Having 
learnt their language, he had collected the fact 
from various quarters, but more particularly from 
the accounts of slaves, whom he had transporCbd 

VOL. II. 2 
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in his own vessels. With respect however to 
Whidah, many came from thence, who were re^ 
duced to slavery in a different manner. The king 
«.of Dahomey, whose life (with the wars and cus- 
toms of the Dahomans) he said he was then writ- 
ing, and who was a very despotic prince, made no 
scruple of seizing his own subjects, and of selling 
them, if he was in want of any of the articles 
which the slave-vessels would afford him. The 
history of this, prince's life he lent me afterwards 
to read, while it was yet in manuscript, in which 
I observed that he had recorded all the facts now 
mentioned. Indeed he made no hesitation to state 
them, either when we were<by ourselves, or when 
others were in company with us. He repeated 
them at one time in the presence both of Mr. 
Cruden, and of Coupland. The latter was then 
a slave-merchant at Liverpool. He seemed to be 
fired at the relation of these circumstances. Un- 
able to restrain himself longer, he entered into a 
defence of the trade, both as to the humanity and 
the policy of it. But Mr. Norris took up his argu- 
ments in both these cases, and answered them in 
a solid manner. 

With respect to the Slave-trade, as it affected 
the health of our seamen, Mr. Norris admitted it 
to be destructive. But I did not stand in need of 
this information, as I knew this part of the sub- 
ject, in consequence of my familiarity with the 
muster-rolls, better than himself. 

He admitted it also to be true, that they were 
too frequently ill-treated in this trade. A day 
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'<nr two after our conversation on this latter sub- 
ject he brought me the mai^uscript journal of a 
voyage to Africa, which had been kept by a mate, 
with whom he was then acquainted. He brought 
it to me to read, as it might throw some light 
upon the subject on which we had talked last. In 
this manuscript various instances of cruel usage 
towards seamen were put down, from which it 
appeared' that the mate, who wrote it, had not 
escaped himself. 

At the last interview we had, he seemed to be 
so satisfied of the inhumanity, injustice, and im- 
policy of the trade, that he made me a voluntary 
offer of certain clauses, which he* had been think- 
ing of, and which, he believed, if put into an act of 
Parliament, would judiciously effect its abolition. 
The offer of these clauses I embraced eagerly« 
He dictated them, and I wrote. I wrote them in 
a small book which I had then in my pocket. 
They were these : — 

No vessel under a heavy penalty to supply 
foreigners with slaves. 

Every vessel to pay to government a tax for a 
register on clearing out to supply our own islands 
with slaves. 

Every such vessel to be prohibited from pur- 
chasing or bringing home any of the productions 
of Africa. 

Every such vessel to be prohibited from bring- 
ing home a passenger, or any article of produce, 
from the West Indies. 

A bounty to be given to every vessel trading in 
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the natural productions of Africa. This bounty 
to be paid in part out of the tax arising from the 
registers of the slave-yessels. 

Certain establishments to be made by govern* 
ment in Africa, in the Bananas, in the Isles de 
Los, on the banks of the Camaranca, and in other 
places, for the encouragement and support of the 
new trade to be substituted there. 

Such then were the services, which Mr. Norris, 
at the request of William Rathbone, rendered me 
at Liverpool, during my stay there ; and I have 
been very particular in detailing them, because I 
shall be obliged to allude to them, as I have before 
observed, on some important occasions in. a future 
part of the work. 

On going my rounds one day, I met accident- 
ally with captain Chaffers. This gentleman 
either was or had been in the West India employ. 
His heart had beaten in sympathy with mine, and 
he had greatly favored our cause. He had seen 
me at Mr. Norris's, and learned my errand there. 
He told me he could introduce me in a few min- 
utes, as we were then near at hand, to captain 
Lace, if I chose it. Captain Lace, he said, had 
been long in the Slave-trade, and could give me 
very accurate information about it. I accepted his 
<^r. On talking to captain Lace, relative to the 
productions of Africa, he told me that mahogany 
grew at Calabar. He began to describe a tree of 
that kind, which he had seen there. This tree 
was from about eighteen inches to two feet in 
diameter, and about sixty feet high, or, as he 
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expressed it, of the height of a tall chimney. As 
soon as he mentioned Calabar, a kind of horror 
came over me. His name became directly asso* 
ciated in my mind with the place. It almost in- 
stantly occurred to me, that he commanded the 
£dgar out of Liverpool, when the dreadful massa- 
cre there, as has been related, took place. Indeed 
I seemed to be so confident of it, that, attending 
more to my feelings than to my reason at this mo- 
ment, I accused him with being concerned in it. 
This produced great confusion among us. For he 
looked incensed at captain Chaffers, as if he had 
introduced me to him for this purpose. Captain 
Chaffers again seemed to be all astonishment that 
I should have known of this circumstance, and to 
be vexed that I should have mentioned it in such 
a manner. I was also in a state of trembling my- 
self. Captain Lace could only say it was a bad 
business. But he never defended himself, nor 
those concerned in it. And we soon parted, to 
the great joy of us all. 

Soon after this interview I began to perceive 
that I was known in Liverpool, as well as the 
object for which I came. Mr. Coupland, the 
slave-merchant, with whom I had disputed at Mr. 
Norris's house, had given the alarm to those who 
were concerned in the trade, and captain Lace, as 
may be now easily imagined, had spread it. This 
knowledge of me and of my errand was almost 
immediately productive of two effects, the first of 

which I shall now mention. 

* 

I bad a private room at the King's Arms tavern, 

2* 

4 
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besides my bedroom, where I used to meditate 
and to vrite. But I generally dined in public. 
The company at dinner had hitherto varied but 
little as to number, and consisted of those, both 
from the town and country, who had been accus- 
tomed to keep up a connexion with the house. 
But now things were altered, and many people 
came to dine there daily with a view of seeing me, 
as if I had been some curious creature imported 
from foreign parts. They thought, also, they 
could thus have an opportunity of conversing with 
me. Slave-merchants and slave-captains came in 
among others for this purpose. I had observed 
this difference in the number of our company for 
two or three days. Dale, the master of the tavern, 
had observed it also, and told me in a good 
natured manner, that many of these were my 
visiters, and that I was likely to bring him a great 
deal of custom. In a little time, however, things 
became serious ; for they, who came to see me, 
always started the abolition of the Slave-trade as 
the subject for conversation. Many entered into 
the justification of this trade with great warmth, 
as if to ruffle my temper, or at any rate to provoke 
me to talk. Others threw out, with the same 
view, that men were going about to abolish it, 
who would have done much better if they had 
staid at home. Others said they had heard 
of a person turned mad, who had conceived the 
thought of destroying Liverpool, and all its glory. 
Some gave as a toast. Success to the Trade, and 
then laughed immoderately, and watched me 
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when I took my glass to see if I would drink it. 
I saw the way in which things were now going, 
and I believed it would be |>roper that I should 
come to some fixed resolutions ; such as, whether 
I should change my lodgings, and whether I 
should dine in private ; and if not, what line of 
conduct ,it would become me to pursue on such 
occasions. With respect to changing my lodgings 
and dining in private, I conceived, if I were to 
do either of these things, that I should be show- 
ing an unmanly fear of my visiters, which they 
would turn to their own advantage. I conceived 
too, that, if I chose to go on as before, and enter 
into conversation with them on the subject of the 
abolition of the Slave-trade, I might be able, by 
having such an assemblage of persons daily, to 
gather all the arguments which they could collect 
on the other side of our question, an advantage 
which I should one day feel in the future manage- 
ment of the cause. With respect to the line, 
which I should pursue in the case of remaining 
in the place of my abode and in my former habits, 
I determined never to start the subject of the abo- 
lition myself ; never to abandon it when started ; 
never to defend it but in a serious and dignified 
mannerr ; and never to discover any signs of irrita- 
tion, whatever provocation might be given me. 
By this determination I abided rigidly. The 
King's Arms became now daily the place for dis- 
cussion on this subject. Many tried to insult me, 
but to no purpose. In all these discussions I 
found the great advantage of having brought Mr. 
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Falconbridge with me from Bristol ; for he was 
always at the table ; and when my opponents, 
with a disdainful look, tried to ridicule my knowU 
edge, among those present, by asking me if I had 
ever been on the coast of Africa myself, he used 
generally to reply, "But I have. I know all your 
proceedings there, and that his statements are 
true.** These and other words put in by him, who 
was an athletic and resolute-looking man, were of 
great service to me. All disinterested persons, of 
whom there were four or five daily in the room, 
were uniformly convinced by our arguments, and 
took our part, and some of them very warmly. 
Day after day we beat our opponents out of the 
field, as many of the company acknowledged, to 
their no small mortification, in their presence. 
Thus, while we served the cause by discovering 
all that could be said against it, we served it by 
giving numerous individuals proper ideas concern- 
ing it, and of interesting them in our favor. 

The second effect which I experienced was, 
that from this time I could never get any one to 
come forward as an evidence to serve the cause. 
There were, I believe, hundreds of persons ip 
Liverpool, and in the neighborhood of it, who 
had been concerned in this traffic, and who had 
left it, a]} of whom could have given such testi- 
mony concerning it as would have insured its abo- 
lition. But hone of them would now speak out. 
Of these indeed there were some, who were alive 
to the horrors of it, and who lamented that it 
should still continue. But yet even these were 
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backward in supporting me. All that they did 
was just privately to see me, to tell me that I 
was right, and to exhort me to persevere : but as 
to coming forward to be examined publicly, my 
object was so unpopular, and would become so 
much more so when brought into parliament, that 
they would have their houses pulled down, if 
they should then' appear as public instruments in 
the annihilation of the trade. With this account 
I was obliged to rest satisfied ; nor could I deny, 
wh^n I considered the spirit, which had mani- 
fested itself, and the extraordinary number of in- 
terested persons in the place, that they had some 
reason for their fears ; and that these fears were not 
groundless, appeared afterwards; for Dr. Binns, 
a respectable physician belonging to the religious 
society of the Quakers, and to whom Isaac Had- 
wen had introduced me, was near falling into a 
mischievous plot, which had been laid against 
him, because he was one of the subscribers to the 
Institution for the Abolition of the Slave-trade, 
and because he was suspected of having aided me 
in promoting that object. 
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CHAPTER II. 

HOSTILX DISPOSITION TOWARDS THB AUTHOR INCRBASB8, ON ACCOUNT OF 
HIS KNOWN PATRONAOB 07 THB SEAMEN BMPLOTBD IN THB SlaTB- 

TRADB. — ^Manner of procuring and paying them at Liverpool— 
their treatment and mortality.— account of the murdbr of 
Peter Grebn— trouble taken bt the author to trace it— hu 
narrow escape— gobs to lancaster— but returns to liverpool— 
leaves the latter place. 

It has appeared that a number of persons used 
to come and see me, out of curiosity, at the King's 
Arms tavern ; and that these manifested a bad 
disposition towards me, which was near breaking 
out into open insult. Now the cause of all this 
was, as I have observed, the knowledge which 
people had obtained, relative to my errand at this 
place. But this hostile disposition was increased 
by another circumstance, which I am now to men- 
tion. I had been so shocked at the treatment of 
the seamen belonging to the slave-vessels at Bris- 
t(d, that I determined, on my arrival at Liverpool, 
to institute an inquiry concerning it there also. I 
had made considerable progress in it, so that few 
seamen were landed from such vessels, but I had 
some communication with them ; and though no 
one else would come near me, to give me any in- 
formation about the trade, these were always for- 
ward to speak to me, and to tell me their griev- 
ances, if it were only with the hope of being able 
to get redress. The consequence of this was, that 
they used to come to the King's Arms tavern to 
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see me. Hence one, two, and three were almost 
daily to be found about the door ; and this hap- 
pened quite as frequently after the hostility just 
mentioned had shown itself, as before. They, 
therefore, who came to visit me out of curiosity, 
could not help seeing my sailor visiters ; and on 
inquiring into their errand, they became more 
than ever incensed against me. 

The first result of this increased hostility to- 
wards me was an application from some of them 
to the master of the tavern, that he would not 
harbor me. This he communicated to me in a 
.friendly manner, but he was by no means desirous 
that I should leave him. On the other hand, he 
hoped I would stay long enough to accomplish my 
object. ' I thought it right, however, to take the 
matter into consideration ; and, having canvassed 
it, I resolved to remain with him, for the reasons 
mentioned in the former chapter. But, that I 
might avoid doing any thing that would be in- 
jurious to his interest, as well as in some measure 
avoid giving unnecessary offence to others, I took 
lodgings in Williamson Square, where I retired 
to write, and occasionally to sleep, and to which 
place all seamen, desirous of seeing me, were 
referred! Hence I continued to get the same in- 
formation as before, but in a less obnoxious and 
injurious manner. 

The history of the seamen employed in the 
slave-vessels belonging to the port of Liverpool, 
I found to be similar to that of those from Bristol. 

They, who >vent into this trade, were of two 
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classes. The first consisted of those who were 
ignorant of it, and to whom, generally, improper 
representations of advantage had been made, for 
the purpose of enticing them into it. The second 
consisted of those, who, by means of a regular 
system, kept up by the mates and captains, had 
been purposely brought by their landlords into 
distress, from which they could only be extricated 
by going into this hateful employ. How many 
have I seen, with tears in their eyes, put into 
boats, and conveyed to vessels, which were then 
lying at the Black Rock, and which were only 
waiting to receive them to sail away ! 

The manner of paying them in the currency of 
the islands was the same as at Bristol. But thia 
practice was not concealed at Liverpool, as it was 
at the former place. The articles of agreement 
were printed, so that all, who chose to buy, might 
read them. At the same time it must be observed, 
that seamen were never paid in this manner in 
any other employ ; and that the African wages, 
though nominally higher for the sake of procuring 
hands, were thus made to be actually lower than 
in other trades. 

The loss by death was so similar, that it did 
not signify whether the . calculation on a given 
number was made either at this or the other port. 
I had, however, a better opportunity at this, than 
I had at the other, of knowing the loss as it 
related to those, whose constitutions had been 
ruined, or who had been rendered incapable, by 
disease, of continuing their occupation at sea. For 
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the slave-vesselsy which leturned to Liverpool, 
sailed immediately into the docks, so that I saw 
at once their sickly and ulceratecl crews. The 
number of vessels, too, was so much greater from 
this, than from any other port^ that their sick 
made a more conspicuous figure in the infirmary. 
And they were seen also more frequently in the 
streets. 

With respect to their treatment, nothing could 
be worse. It seemed to me to be but one bar- 
barous system from the beginning to the end. I 
do not say barbarous, as if premeditated, but it 
became so in consequence of the savage habits 
gradually formed by a familiarity with miserable 
sights, and with a course of action inseparaUe 
from the trade. Men in their first voyages usu** 
ally disliked the traffic ; and, if they were happy 
enough then to abandon it, they usually escaped 
the disease of a hardened heart. But if they 
went a second and a third time, their disposition 
became gradually changed. It was impossible 
for them to be accustomed to carry away men 
and women by force, to keep them in chains, to 
see their tears, to hear their mournful Iamenta-> 
tioas, to behold the dead and the dying, to be 
obliged to keep up a system of severity amidst all 
this affliction; in short, it was impossible for 
them to be witnesses, and this for successive 
voyages, to the complicated mass of misery pass- 
ing in a slave-ship, without losing their finer 
feelings, or without contracting those habits of roo- 
vosenese and cruelty, which would brutalize their 
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nature. Now, if we coasider that persons could 
not easily become captains (and to these the bar- 
barities were generally chargeable by actual per- 
petration, or by consent) till they had been two 
or three voyages in this employ, we shall see the 
reason why it would be almost a miracle, if they 
who were thus employed in it, were not rather to 
become monsters, than to continue to be men. 

Whil^ I was at Bristol, I heard from an officer 
of the Alfred, who gave me the intelligence pri- 
vately, that the steward of a Liverpool ship, whose 
name was Green, had been murdered in that 
ship. The Alfred was in Bonny river at the same 
time, and his own captain (so infamous for his 
cruelty, as has been before shown) was on board 
when it happened. The circumstances, he said, 
belonging to this murder, were, if report were 
true, of a most atrocious nature, and deserved 
to be made the subject of inquiry. As to the 
murder itself, he observed, it had passed as a 
notorious and uncontradicted fact. 

This account was given me just as I had made 
an acquaintance with Mr. Palconbridge, and I 
informed him of it. He said he had no doubt of 
its truth. For in his last voyage he went to Bon- 
ny himself, where the ship was then lying*, in 
which the transaction happened. The king and 
several of the black traders told him of it. The 
tepcMTt then current was simply this, that the stew- 
ard bad been barbarously beaten one evening; 
-that after this he was let down with chains 
^pon him Into a boat, which was alongside ci 
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the ship^ and that the next morning he was 
found dead. 

On my arrival at Liverpool, I resolved to in- 
quire into the truth of this report. On looking 
into one of the wet docks, I saw the name of the 
vessel alluded to. I walked over the decks of 
several others, and got on board her. Two peoj[de 
were walking up and down her, and one was 
leaning upon a rail by the side. I asked the latter 
how many slaves this ship had carried in her last 
voyage. He replied, he could not tell ; but one 
of the two persons walking about could answer 
zne, as he had sailed out and returned in her. 
This man came up to us, and joined in conversa- 
tion. He answered my question and many oCheis, 
and would have shown me the ship. But on 
asking him how many seamen had died on the 
voyage, he changed his maimer, and said, with 
apparent hesitation, he could not tell. I asked 
him next, what had become of the steward Green. 
He said, he believed he was dead. I asked how 
the seamen had been used. He said, not worse 
than others. I then asked whether Green had 
been used worse than others. He replied, he did 
not then recollect. I found that he was now quite 
upon his gufiurd^ and as I could get no satisfactory 
answer from him I left the ship. 

On the next day, I looked over the muster- 
roll of this vessel. On examining it, I found that 
flixteen of the crew had died. I found also the 
name of Peter Green. I found, again, that the 
laJLter had been put down among the dead. I ob- 
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served also, that the ship, had left Liverpool on the 
fifth of June 1786, and had returned on the fifth 
of June 1787, and that Peter Green was put down 
as having died on the nineteenth of September ; 
from all which circumstances it was evident that 
he must, as my Bristol information asserted, have 
died upon the Coast. 

Notwithstanding this extraordinary coincidence 
of name, mortality, time, and place, I could gain 
no further intelligence about the affair till within 
about ten days before I left Liverpool ; when 
among the seamen, who came to apply to me in 
Williamson Square, was Greorge Ormond. He 
came to inform me of his own ill usage ; from 
which circumstance I found that he had sailed 
in the same ship with Peter Green. This led me 
to inquire into the transaction in question, and I 
received from him the following account : 

Peter Green had been shipped as steward. A 
black woman, of the name of Rodney, went out in 
the same vessel. She belonged to the owners of 
it, and was to be an interpretess to the slaves who 
should be purchased. About five in the evening, 
some time in the month of September, the vessel 
then lying in Bonny river, the captain, as was his 
custom, went on shore. In his absence, Rodney, 
the black woman, asked Green for the keys of 
the pantry ; which he refused her, alleging that 
the captain had already beaten him for having 
given them to her on a former occasion, when she 
drank the wine. The w(Hnan being passionate^ 
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struck him, and a scuflle ensued, out of wbich 
Green extricated himself as well as he couUL 

When the scuffle was over the woman retired 
to the cabin, and appeared pensive. Between 
eight and nine in the evening, the captam, who 
was attended by the captain of the Alfred, came 
on board. Rodney immediately ran to him, and 
informed him that Green had made an assault 
upon her. The captain, without any inquiry, beat 
him severely, and ordered his hands to be made 
fast to some bolts on the starboard side of the 
ship and under the half deck, and then flogged^ 
him himself, using the lashes of the cat-of-nine- 
tails upon his back at one time, and the double-'' 
walled knot at the end of it upon his head at 
anbther ; and stopping to rest at intervals, and 
using each hand alternately, that he might strike* 
with the greater severity. 

The pain had now become so very severe, that' 

Green cried out, and entreated the captain of the 

Alfred, who was standing by, to pity his hard 

case, and to intercede for him. But the latter 

replied, that he would have served him in the 

same manner. Unable to find a friend here, he 

called upon the chief mate ; but this only made 

matters worse, for, the captain then ordered the 

latter to flog him also; which he did for some 

time, using however only the lashes of the instru- 

ment. Green then called in his distress upon the 

second mate to speak for him ; but the second 

mate was immediately ordered to perform the 

same cruel office, and was made to persevere in 

3* 
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it till the lashes were all worn into threads. But 
the barbarity did not close here ; for the captain, 
on seeing the instrument now become useless, 
ordered another, with which he flogged him as 
before, beating him at times over the head with 
the double-walled knot, and changing his hands, 
and cursing his own left hand for not being able 
to strike so severe a blow as his right. 

The punishment, as inflicted by all parties, had 
now lasted two hours and a half, when George 
Ormond was ordered to cut down one of the arms, 
and the boatswain the other, from the places of 
their confinement. This being done. Green lay 
motionless on the deck. He attempted to utter 
something. Ormond understood it to be the word 
water. But no water was allowed him. The 
captain, on the other hand, said he had not yet 
done with him, and ordered him to be confined 
with his arms across, his right hand to his left foot, 
and his left hand to his right foot. For this pur* 
pose the carpenter brought shackles, and George 
Ormond was compelled to put them on. The 
captain then ordered some tackle to be made fast 
to the limbs of the said Peter Green, in which 
situation he was then hoisted up, and afterwards 
let down into a boat, which was lying alongside 
the ship. Michael Cunningham was then sent to 
loose the tackle, and to leave him there. 

In the middle watch, or between one and two 
next morning, George Ormond looked out of one 
of the port-holes, and called to Green, but received 
no answer. Between two and three, Paul Berry, 
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a seaman, was sent down into the boat and found 
him dead. He made his report to one of the 
ofGlcers of the ship. About five in the morning*, 
the body was brought up, and laid on the waist 
near the half-deck door. The captain on seeing 
the body, when he rose, expressed no concern, 
but ordered it to be knocked out of irons, and 
to be buried at the usual place of interment for 
seamen, on Bonny Point. I may now observe, 
that the deceased was in good health before the 
punishment took place, and in high spirits ; for 
he played upon the flute only a short time before 
Rodney asked him for the keys, while those sea- 
men, who were in health, danced. 

On hearing this * cruel relation from Greorge 
Ormond, who was throughout a material witness 
to the scene, I had no doubt in my own mind of 
the truth of it. But I thought it right to tell 
him at once that I had seen a person, about four 
weeks ago, who had been the same voyage with 
him and Peter Green, but yet who had no recol- 
lection of these circumstances. Upon this he 
looked quite astonished, and began to grow angry. 
He maintained he had seen the whole. He had 
also held the candle himself during the whole 
punishment. He asserted that one candle and 
half of another were burnt out while it lasted. 
He said also that, while the body lay in the waist, 
he had handled the abused parts, and had put 
three of his fingers into a hole, made by the douMe- 
walled knot, in the head, from whence a quantity 
of blood, and, he believed, brains issued. He 
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then challenged me to bring the man before him. 
I desired him upon this to be cool, and to come to 
me the next day, and I would then talk with him 
again upoh the subject. 

In the interim I consulted the muster-roll of 
the vessel again. I found the name of Greorge 
Ormond. He had sailed in her out of Liverpod, 
and had been discharged at the latter end of 
January in the West Indies, as he had told me. 
I found also the names of Michael Cunningham 
and of Paul Berry, whom he had mentioned. It 
was obvious also that Ormond's account of the 
captain of the Alfred being on board at the time 
of the punishment, tallied with that given me at 
Bristol by an officer of that* vessel, and that his 
account of letting down Peter Green into the boat 
tallied with that, which Mr. Falconbridge, as I 
mentioned before, had heard from the king and 
the black traders in Bonny river. 

When he came to me next day, he came in 
high spirits. He said he had found out the man 
whom I had seen. The man, however, when he 
talked to him about the murder of Peter Green, 
acknowledged every thing concerning it. Ormond 
intimated that this man was to sail again in the 
same ship under the promise of being an officer, 
and that he had been kept on board, and had been 
enticed to a second voyage, for no other purpose 
than that he might be prevented from divulging^ 
the matter. I then asked Ormond, whether he 
thought the man would acknowledge the murder 
in my hearing. He replied, that if I were present. 
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he thought he would not say much about it, as 
he was soon to be under the same captain, but 
that he would not deny it. If however I were 
out of sight, though I might be in hearing, he 
believed he would acknowledge the facts. 

By the assistance of Mr. Falconbridge, I found 
a public house, which had two rooms in it. Nearly 
at the top of the partition between them was a 
small window, which a person might look through 
by standing upon a chair. I desired Ormond, one 
evening to invite the man into the larger room, 
in which he was to have a candle, and to talk with 
him on the subject. I purposed to station myself 
in the smallest in the dark, so that by looking 
through the window I could both see and hear 
him, and yet be unperceived myself. The room, 
in which I was to be, was.ione, where the dead 
were frequently carried to be owned. We were 
all in our places at the time appointed. I directly 
discovered that it was the same man with whom 
I had conversed on board the ship in the wet 
docks. 

I heard him distinctly relate many of the par- 
ticulars of the murder, and acknowledge them all. 
Ormond, after having talked with him some time, 
said, " Well, then, you believe Peter Green was 
actually murdered P* He replied, " If Peter Green 
was not murdered, no man ever was.** What fol- 
lowed I do not know. I had heard quite enough ; 
and the room was so disagreeable in smell, that I 
did not choose to stay in it longer than was abso* 
lutely necessary. 
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I own I was now quite satisfied that the mur- 
der had taken place^ and my first thought was tp 
bring the matter before the mayor, and to take up 
three of the ofiScers of the ship. But, in mention- 
ing my intention to my friends, I was dissuaded 
from it. They had no doubt but that in Liver- 
pool, as there was now a notion that the Slave- 
trade would become a subject of parliamentary 
inquiry, every eflTort would be made to overthrow 
me. They were of opinion also that such of the 
magistrates, as were interested in the trade, when 
applied to for warrants of apprehension, would 
contrive to give notice to the officers to escape. 
In addition to this they believed, that so many in 
the town were already incensed against me, that 
I should be torn to pieces, and the house where 
I lodged burnt down, if I were to make the at- 
tempt. I thought it right therefore to do nothing 
for the present; but I sent Ormond to London, 
to keep him out of the way of corruption, till I 
should make up my mind as to further proceed- 
ings on the subject. 

It is impossible, if I observe the bounds I have 
prescribed myself, and I believe the reader will 
be glad of it on account of his own feelings, that 
I should lay open the numerous cases, which 
came before me at Liverpool, relative to the ill 
treatment of the seamen in this wicked trade. It 
may be sufficient to say, that they harrassed my 
constitution, and affected my spirits daily. They 
were in my thoughts on my pillow after I retired 
to rest, and I found them before my eyes when I 
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awoke. Afflicting, however, as they were, they 
were of great use in the promotion of our cause. 
For they served, whatever else failed, as a stimulus 
to perpetual energy. They made me think light 
of former labors, and they urged me imperiously 
to new. And here I may observe, that among 
the many circumstances, which ought to excite 
our joy on considering the great event of the abo- 
lition of the Slave-trade, which has now happily 
taken «place, there are few for which we ought 
to be more grateful, than that from this time 
our commerce ceases to breed such abandoned 
wretches ; while those, who have thus been bred 
in it, and who may yet find employment in other 
trades, will in the common course of nature be 
taken off in a given time, so that our marine will 
at length be purified from a race of monsters, 
which have helped to cripple its strength, and to 
disgrace its character. 

The temper of many of the interested people 
of Liverpool had now become still more irritable, 
and their hostility more apparent than before. I 
received anonymous letters, entreating me to leave 
it, or I should otherwise never leave it alive. The 
only effect, which this advice had upon me, was 
to make me more vigilant when I went out at 
night. I never stirred out at this time without 
Mr. Falconbridge. And he never accompanied 
me without being well armed. Of this, however, 
I knew nothing until we had left the place. There 
was certainly a time, when I had reason to believe 
that I had a narrow escape. I was one day on the 
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pier-head with many others looking at some little 
boats below at the time of a heavy gale. Several 
persons, probably out of curiosity, were hastening 
thither. I had seen all I intended to see, and was 
departing, when I noticed eight or nine persons 
making towards me. I was then only about eight 
or nine yards from the precipice of the pier, but 
going from it. I expected that they would have 
divided to let me through them ; instead of which 
they closed upon me, and bore me back. I was 
borne within a yard of the precipice, when I dis- 
covered my danger ; and perceiving among them 
the murderer of Peter Green, and two others who 
had insulted me at the King's Arms, it instantly 
struck me that they had a design to throw me 
over the pier- head ; which they might have done 
at this time, and yet have pleaded that I had been 
killed by accident. There was not a moment to 
lose. Vigorous on account of the danger, I darted 
forward. One of them, against whom I pushed 
myself, fell down. Their ranks were broken. And 
I escaped, not without blows, amidst their impre- 
cations and abuse. 

I determined now to go to Lancaster, to make 
some inquiries about the Slave-trade there. I 
had a letter of introduction to William Jepson, 
one of the religious society of th« Quakers, for 
this purpose. I found from him, that, though 
there were slave-merchants at Lancaster, they 
made their outfits at Liverpool, as a more conve- 
nient port. I learnt too from others, that the cap- 
tain of the last vessel, which had sailed out of 
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Lancaster to the coast of Africa for slaves, had 
taken off so many of the natives treacherously, 
that any other vessel known to come from it would 
be cut off. There were only now one or two super- 
annuated captains living in the place. Finding I 
could get no oral testimony, I was introduced into 
the custom-house. Here I just looked over the 
muster-rolls of such slave-vessels as had formerly 
sailed from this port; and having found that 
the loss of seamen was precisely in the same pro- 
portion as elsewhere, I gave myself no further 
trouble, but left the place. 

On my return to Liverpool, I was informed by 
Mr. Falconbridge, that a ship-mate of Ormond, 
of the name of Patrick Murrny, who had been 
discharged in the West Indies, had arrived there. 
This man, he said, had been to call upon me in 
my absence, to seek redress for his own bad usage ; 
but in the course of conversation he had con&rmed 
all the particulars as stated by Ormond, relative^ 
to the murder of Peter Green. On consulting the 
muster-roll of the ship, 1 found his name, and that 
he had been discharged in the West Indies on the 
second of February. I determined therefore to 
see him. I cross-examined him in the best man- 
ner I could. I could neither make him contradict 
himself, nor say any thing that militated agains^ 
the testimony of Ormond. I was convinced there- 
fore of the tnith of the transaction ; and, having 
obtained his consent, I sent him to London to stay 
with the latter, till he should hear further from 
me. I learnt also from Mr. Falconbridge, that my 
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visiters had continued to come to th6 King's Anns 
during my^absence ; that they had been very libe- 
ral of their abuse of me ; and that one of them 
did ijot hesitate to say^ (which is remarkable) that 
" I deserved to be thrown over the pier-head." 

Finding now that I could get no further evi- 
dence ; that the information which I had already 
.obtained was considerable ;* and that the com- 
mittee had expressed an earnest desire, in a letter 
which I had received, that I would take into cour 
sideration the propriety of writing my Essay on 
the Impolicy of the Slave-trade as soon as possible, 
I determined upon leaving Liverpool. I went 
round accordingly and took leave of my friends. 
The last of these was William Rathbone, and I 
have to regret, that it was also the last time I evej 
saw him. Independently of the gratitude I owed 
him for assisting me in this great cause, I respect- 
ed him highly as a man. He possessed a fine 
^imderstanding with a solid judgment. He was 
a person of extraordinaty simplicity of manners. 
Though he lived in a state of pecuniary indepen- 
dence, he gave an example of great temperance, 
as well as of great humility of mind. But how- 
ever humble he appeared, he had always the 
courage to dare to do that which was right, how- 
ever it might resist the customs or the prejudices 
of meni In his own line of trade, which was that 
of a timber-merchant on an extensive scale, be 

* In London, Bristol and Liverpool, I had already obtained the 
names of more than 20,000 seamen, in difieient voyages, knowing 
had boeome o£ each. 
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would not allow any article to be sold for the use 
of a slave-ship, and he always refused those, who 
applied to him for materials for such purposes. 
But it is evident that it was his intention, if he 
had lived to bear his testimony still more publicly 
upon this subject ; for an advertisement, stating 
the ground of his refusal to furnish any thing for 
this traffic upon Christian principles, with a mem» 
orandum for two advertisements in the Liverpool 
papers, was found among his papers at his de- 
cease. 
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I NOW took my departure from Liverpool, and 
proceeded to Manchester, where I arrived on fhe ^ 
Friday evening. On the Saturday morning Mr. 
Thomas Walker, attended by Mr. Cooper and 
Mr. Bayley of Hope, called upon me. They were 
then strangers to me. They came, they said, 
having heard of my arrival, to congratulate me on 
the spirit which was then beginning to show itself, 
among the people of Manchester and of other 
places, on the subject of the Slave-trade, and 
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which would unquestioDably manifest itself fur- 
ther by breaking out into petitions to Parliament 
for its abolition. I was much surprised at this 
information. I had devoted myself so entirely to 
my object, that I had never had time to read, a 
newspaper since I left London. I never knew 
therefore, till now, that the attention of the pub- 
lic had been drawn to the subject in such a man- 
ner. And as to petitions, though I myself had 
suggested the idea at Bridgewater, Bristol, Glou- 
cester, and two or three other places, I had only 
done it provisionally, and this without either the 
knowledge or the consent of the committee. The 
news, however, as it astonished, so it almost over- 
powered me with joy. I rejoiced in it because it 
was a proof of the general good disposition of 
my countrymen ; because it showed me that the 
cause was such as needed only to be known, to 
be patronised ; and because the manifestation of 

• this spirit seemed to me to be an earnest that 
success would ultimately follow. 

The gentlemen now mentioned took me away 
with them, and introduced me to Mr. Thomas 
■•^ Phillips. We conversed at first upon the dis- 
coveries made in my journey ; but in a little time, 
miderstanding that I had been educated as a 
clergyman, they came upon me with one voice, 
as if it had been before agreed upon, to deliver a 

. disicourse the neict day, which was Sunday, on the 
subject of the Slave-trade. I was always aware 
that it was my duty to do all that I could with 
propriety to serve the cause I had undertaken, and 
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yet I found myself embarrassed at their request. 

Foreseeing, as I have before related, that thif 

cause might demand my attention to it for the 

greatest part of. my life, I had given up all 

thoughts of my profession. I had hitherto but 

seldom exercised it, and then only to oblige some 

friend. I doubted' too, at the first view of the 

thing, whether the pulpit ought to be made an 

engine for political purposes, though I could not 

but consider the Slave-trade as a mass of crimes, 

and therefore the efibrt to get rid of it as a Chris* 

tian duty. I had an idea too, that sacred matters 

should not be entered upon without due consider** 

ation, nor prosecuted in a hasty, but ia a decorous 

and solemn manner. I saw besides, that as it 

was then two o'clock in the afternoon, and this 

sermon was to be forthcoming the next day, there 

was not sufficient time to compose it properly. All 

these difficulties I suggested to my new friends 

without any reserve. But nothing that I could 

urge would satisfy them. They would not hear 

of a refusal, and I was obliged to give my consent, 

though I was not reconciled to the measure. 

When I went into the church it was so full that 

I could scarcely get to my place ; for notice had 

been publicly given, though I knew nothing of it, 

that such a discourse would be delivered. I was 

surprised also to find a great crowd of black peo- 

jde standing round the pulpit. There might be 

forty or fifty of them. The text that I took, as 

the best to be found in such a hurry, was the 

following; ^' Thou shalt not oppress a stranger, 

4* 
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for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye 
were strangers in the land of Egypt." 

I took an opportunity of showing from these 
words, that Moses, in endeavoring to promote 
among the children of Israel a tender disposition 
towards those unfortunate strangers who had 
come under their dominion, reminded them of 
their own state when strangers in Egypt, as one 
of the most forcible arguments which could be 
used on such an 6ccasion. For they could not 
have forgotten that the Egyptians "had made 
them serve with rigor ; that they had made their 
lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in the field ; 
and that all the service, wherein they made them 
serve, was with rigor." The argument, therefore, 
of Moses was simply this ; " Ye knew well, when 
ye were strangers in Egypt, the nature of your 
own feelings. Were you not made miserable by 
your debased situation there ? But if so, you must 
be sensible that the stranger, who has the same 
heart, or the same feelings with yourselves, must 
experience similar suffering, if treated in a similar 
manner. I charge you then, knowing this, to 
stand clear of the crime of his oppression." 

The law then, by which Moses commanded 
the children of Israel to regulate their conduct 
with respect to the usage of the stranger, I show- 
ed to be a law of universal and eternal obligation, 
and for this, among other reasons, that it was 
neither more nor less than the Christian law, 
which appeared afterwards, that we should not 



ABOLITION -or tHE SLAVE-TRADE. 43 

do that to others, which we should be unwilling 
to have done unto ourselves. 

Having gone into these statements at some 
length, I made an application of them in the fol* 
lowing words : 

"This being the case, and this law of Moses 
being afterwards established into a fundamental 
precept of Christianity, I must apply it to facts of 
the present day, and I am sorry that I must apply 
it to— ourselves. 

** And first. Are there no strangers, whom we 
oppress 1 I fear the wretched African will say, 
that he drinks the cup of sorrow, and that he 
drinks it at our hands. Torn from his native soil, 
and from his family and friends, he is immediately 
forced into a situation, of all others the most de- 
grading, where he and his progeny are considered 
as cattle, as possession, and as the possessions of 
a man to whom he never gave offence. 

" It is a melancholy fact, but it can be abun- 
dantly proved, that great numbers of the unfor- 
tunate strangers, who are carried from Africa to 
our colonies, are fraudulently and forcibly taken 
from their native soil. To descant but upon a 
single instance of the kind must be productive of 
pain to the ear of sensibility and freedom. Con- 
sider the sensations of the person, who is thus 
. carried off by the ruffians, who have been lurking 
to intercept him. Separated from every thing 
which he esteems in life, without the possibility 
even of bidding his friends adieu, behold him over- 
whelmed in tears ; wringing his hands in despair ; 
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looking backwards upon the spot where all "big 
hopes and wishes lay, while his family at home 
are waiting for him with anxiety and suspense; 
are waiting, perhaps, for sustenance ; are agitated 
between hope and fear ; till length of absence con- 
firms the latter, and they are immediately plunged 
into inconceivable misery and distress. 

"If this instance, then, is sufficiently melan- 
choly of itself, and is at all an act of oppression, 
how complicated will our guilt appear, who are 
the means of snatching away thousands annually 
in the same manner, arid who force them and their 
families into the same unhappy situation, without 
either remorse or shame !" 

Having proceeded to show, in a more particular 
manner than I can detail here, how, by means of 
the Slave-trade, we oppressed the stranger, I made 
an inquiry into the other branch of the subject, or 
how far we had a knowledge of his heart. 

To elucidate this point, I mentioned several 
specific instances, out of those which I had col- 
lected in my journey, and which I could depend 
upon as authentic, of honor ; gratitude ; fidelity ; 
filial, fraternal, and conjugal affection ; and of the 
finest sensibility, on the part of those, who had 
been brought into our colonies from Africa, in the 
character of slaves, and when I proceeded for a 
while in the following words : — 

" If, then, we oppress the stranger, as I have 
shown, and if, by a knowledge of his heart, we 
find that he is a person of the same passions and 
feelings as ourselves, we are certainly- breaking, 
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by means of the prosecution of the Slave-trade, 
that fundamental principle of Christianity, which 
says, that we shall not do that unto another, 
which we wish should not be done unto our- 
selves ; and, I fear, cutting ourselves off from all 
expectation of the Divine blessing. For how 
inconsistent is our conduct ! We come into the 
temple of God ; we fall prostrate before him ; we 
pray to him, that he will have mercy upon us. 
But how shall he have mercy upon us, who have 
had no mercy upon others ! We pray to him, 
again, that he will deliver us from evil. But how 
shall he deliver us from evil, who are daily inva- 
ding the rights of the injured African, and heap- 
ing misery on his head V 

I atteinpted, lastly, to show, that, though the 
sin of the Slave-trade had been hitherto a sin of 
ignorance, and might therefore have so far been 
winked at, yet as the crimes and miseries belong- 
ing to ,it became known, it would atjtach even to 
those who had no concern ip it, if they suffered it 
to continue either without notice or reproach, or 
if they did not exert themselves in a reasonable 
manner for its suppression. I noticed, particularly, 
the case of Tyre and Sidon, which were the Bris- 
tol and the Liverpool of those times. A direct 
judgment had been pronounced by the prophet 
Joel against these cities, and, what is remarkable, 
for the prosecution of this same barbarous trafSc. 
Thus, "And what have ye to do with me, O Tyre 
and Sidon, and all the coasts of Palestine ? Ye 
have cast lots for my people. Te have sold a girl 
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for wine. The children of Judah, and the children 
of Jerusalem, have ye sold unto the Grecians, that 
ye might remove them far from their own bor- 
der. Behold ! I will raise them out of the place 
whither ye have sold them, and will recompense 
your wickedness on your own heads." Such was 
the language of the prophet ; and Tyre and Sidon 
fell, as he had pointed out, when the inhabitants 
were either cut ofl^ or carried into slavery. 

Having thrown out these ideas to the notice 
of the audience, I concluded in the following 
words : — 

" If, then, we wish to avert the heavy national 
judgment which is hanging over our heads (for 
must we not believe that our crimes towards 
the innocent Africans lie recorded against us in 
heaven) let us endeavor to assert their cause. Let 
us nobly withstand the torrent of the evil, how. 
ever inveterately it may be fixed among the cus- 
toms of the times ; not, however, using our liberty 
as a cloak of maliciousness against those, who 
perhaps without due consideration have the mis- 
fortune to be concerned in it,, but upon proper 
motives, and in a proper spirit, as the servants of 
God ; so that if the sun should be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, and the very 
heaven should fall upon us, we may fall in the 
general convulsion without dismay, conscious that 
we have done our duty in endeavoring to succor 
the distressed, and that the stain of the blood of 
Africa is not upon us." 

From Manchester I proceeded to Keddleston in 



ABOLITION OF' THE SLAVE-TRADE. 47 

Derbyshire, to spend a day with Lord Scarsdale, 
and to show him my little collection of African 
productions, and to inform him of my progress 
since I last saw him. Here a letter was forwarded 
to me from the Reverend John Toogood, of Kein- 
ton' Magna in Dorsetshire, though I was then 
unknown to him. He informed me that he had 
addressed several letters to the inhabitants of his 
own county, through their provincial paper, on the 
subject of the Slave-trade, which letters had pro- 
duced a considerable effect. It appeared, however, 
that, when he began them, he did not know of 
the formation of our committee, or that he had a 
single coadjutor in the cause. 

From Keddleston I turned off to Birmingham, 
being desirous of visiting Bristol in my way to 
London, to see if any thing new had occurred 
since I was there. I was introduced by letter, at 
Birmingham, to Sampson and Charles Lloyd, the 
brothers of John Lloyd, belonging to our commit- 
tee, and members of the religious society of the 
Quakers. I was highly gratified in finding that 
these, in conjunction with Mr. Russell, had been 
attempting to awaken the attention of the inhab- 
itants to this great subject, and that in conse- 
quence of their laudable efforts, a spirit was begin- 
ning to show itself there, as at Manchester, in 
favor of the abolition of the Slave-trade. The kind 
manner in which these received me, and the deep 
interest which they appeared to take in our cause, 
led me to an esteem for them, which, by means of 
Bubsequent visits, grew into a solid friendship. 
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At length I arrived at Bristol at about ten 
o'clock on Friday morning. But what was my 
surprise, when almost the first thing I heard from 
my friend Harry Gandy was, that a letter had 
been dispatched to me to Liverpool, nearly a week . 
ago, requesting me immediately to repair to this 
place ; for that in consequence of notice from the 
Lords of the Admiralty, advertised in the public 
papers, the trial of the chief mate, whom I had 
occasioned to be taken up at Bristol, for the mur- 
der of William Lines, was coming on at the Old 
BWley, and that not an evidence was to be found. 
This intelligence almost paralyzed me. I cannot 
describe my feelings on receiving it. I reproached 
myself with my own obstinacy for having resisted 
the advice of Mr. Burges, as has been before ex- 
plained. All his words now came fresh into my 
mind. I was terrified, too, with the apprehension 
that my own reputation was now at stake. I fore- 
saw all the calumnies which would be spread, if 
the evidences were not forthcoming on this occa- 
sion. I anticipated, also, the injury which the 
cause itself might sustain, if, at our outset, as it 
were, I should not be able to substantiate what 
I had publicly advanced ; and yet the mayor of 
Bristol had heard and determined the case ; he 
had not only examined, but re-examined, the 
evidences ; he had not only committed, but re* 
committed, the accused : this was the only con* 
solation I had. I was sensible, however, amidst 
all these workings of my mind, that not a moment 
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was to be lost, and I began, therefore, to set on 
foot an inquiry as to the abdent persons. 

On waiting upon the mother of William Lines, 
I learnt from her, that two out of four of the wit- 
nesses had been bribed by the slave-merchants, 
and sent to sea, that they might npt be forthcom- 
ing at the time of the trial ; that the two others 
had been tempted also, but that they had been 
enabled to resist the temptation ; that, desirous 
of giving their testimony in this cause, they had 
gone into some coal-mine between Neath and 
Swansea, where they might support themselves 
till they should be called for ; and that she had 
addressed 9. letter to them, at the request of Mr, 
Gandy, above a week ago, in which she had 
desired them to come to Bristol immediately, but 
that she had received ho answer from them. She 
then concluded, either that her letter had mis- 
carried, oi* that they had left the place. 

I determined to lose no time, after the receipt 
of this intelligence ; and I prevailed upon a young 
man, whom my friend Harry Gandy had recom- 
mended to me, to set off directly, and to go in 
search of them. He was to travel all night, ^nd to • 
bring them, or, if weary himself with his journey, 
to send them up, without ever sleeping on the road. 
It was now between twelve and one in the after- 
noon. I saw him depart. In the interim I went 
to Thompson's and other places, to inquire if any 
other of the seamen, belonging to the Thomas, 
were to be found : but, though I hunted diligently 
till four o'clock, I could learn nothing satisfactory. 

VOL. II. 6 
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I then went to dinner, but I grew uneasy. I was 
fearful that my messenger might be at a loss, or 
that he might want assistance oh some occasion 
or other. I now judged that it would have been 
more prudent if two persons had, been sent, who 
might have conferred with each other, and who 
might have divided, when they had reached 
Neath, and gone to different mines, to inquire for 
the witnesses. These thoughts disturbed me. 
Those, also, which had occurred when I first 
heard of the vexatious way in which things were 
situated, renewed themselves painfully to my mind. 
My own obstinacy in resisting the advice of Mr. 
Burges, arid the fear of injury to my own reputa- 
tion, and to that of the cause I had undertaken, 
were again before my eyes. I became still more 
uneasy ; and I had no way of relieving my feel- 
ings, but by resolving to follow the young man, 
and to give him all. the aid in my power. 

It was now near six o'clock. The night was 
cold and rainy, and almost dark. I . got down, 
.however, safe to the passage-house, and desired to 
bo conveyed across the Severn. The people in the 
house tried to dissuade me from my design. They 
said no one would accompany me, for it was quite 
a tempest. I repUed, that I would pay those hand*^ 
somely who would go with me. A person present 
asked me if I would give him three guineas for a 
boat, I replied I would. He could not for shame 
retract. He went out, and in about half an hoar 
brought a person with him. We were obliged to 
have a lanthorn as far as the boat. We got oa 
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board, and went off. But such a passage I had 
never before witnessed. The wind was furious. 
The waves ran high. I could see nothing but 
white foam. The boat, also, was tossed up and 
down in such a manner that it was with great 
difficulty I could keep my seat. The rain, too, 
poured down in such torrents, that we were all 
of us presently wet through. We had been, I 
apprehend, more than an hour in this situa^tion, 
when the boatmen began to complain of cold and 
weariness. I saw, also, that they began to be un- 
easy, for they did not know where they were. They 
had no way of forming any judgment about their 
course, but by knowing the point from whence 
the wind Wew, and by keeping the boat in a rela- 
tive position towards it. I encouraged them as 
well as I could, though I was beginning to be 
uneasy myself, and also sick. In about a quarter 
of an hour they began to complain again. They 
said they could pull no longer. They acknowl- 
* edged, however, that they were getting nearer to 
the shore, though on what part of it, they could 
not tell. I could do nothing but bid them hope. 
They then began to reproach themselves for hav- 
ing come out with me. I told them" I had not 
forced them, but that it was a matter of their 
own choice. In the midst of this conversation I 
informed them that I thought I saw either a star 
or a light straight forward. They both looked at 
it, and pronounced it to be a light, and added with 
^ great joy that it must be a light in the passage- 
house : and so we found it ; for in about ten 
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minutes afterwards we landed, and, on reaching 
the house, learnt that a servant maid had been 
Accidentally talking to some other persons on the 
staircase, near a window, with a candle in her 
band, and that the light had appeared to us from 
that circumstance. 

It was now near eleven o'clock. My messenger, 
it appeared, had arrived safe at about five in the 
evening, and had proceeded on his route. I was 
very cold on my arrival, and sick also. There 
i96emed to be a chilliness all over me, both within 
and without. Indeed I had not a dry thread 
about me. I took some hot brandy and water, 
and went to bed ; but desired, as soon as my 
clothes were / thoroughly dried, to. be called up, 
that I might go forward. This happened at about 
two in the morning, when I got up. I took n^y 
breakfast by the fireside. I then desired the post- 
boy, if he should meet any persons on the road, 
to stop, and inform me^ as I did not know whether 
the witnesses might not be coming up by them- 
selves, and whether they might not have passed 
my messenger without knowing his errand. Hav- 
ing taken these precautions, I departed. I trav- 
elled on, but we met no one. I traced, however, 
my messenger through Newport, Cardifif,. and 
Cowbridge. I was assured, also, that he had not 
]>assed me on his return ; nor had any of those 
passed me, whom he was seeking. At length, 
when I was within about two miles of Neath, I 
met him. He had both the witnesses under his 
care. This wa9 a matter of great joy to me, I 
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determined to return with them. It was now 
nearly two in the afternoon. I accordingly went 
backy but we did not reach the passage-house 
again till nearly two the next morning. 

During our journey, neither the wind nor the 
rain had much abated. It was quite dark on our 
arrival. We found only one person, and he had 
been sitting up in expectation of us. It was in 
vain that I asjced him for a boat to put us across 
the water. He said all the boatmen were in bed ; 
and, if they were up, he was sure that noiie of 
them would venture out. It was thought a mercy 
by all of them, that we were not lost last night. 
Difficulties were also started about horses to take 
us another way. Unable therefore to proceed, we 
took refreshment and went to bed. 

We arrived at Bristol between nine and ten the 
next morning; but I was so ill, that I could go 
no further ; I had been cold and shivering ever 
since my first passage across the Severn, and I 
had now a violent sore throat, and a fever with it. 
All 1 could do was to see the witnesses off for Lon- 
don, and to assign them to the care of an attorney, 
who should conduct them to the trial. For this 
purpose 1 gave them a letter to a friend of the 
name of Langdale. I saw them depart. The 
mother of William Lines accompanied them. By 
a letter received on Tuesday, I learnt that they 
had not arrived in town till Monday morning at 
three o'clock ; that at about nine or ten they found 
out the office of Mr. Langdale ; that, on inquiring 
for him, they heard he was in the country, but 
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thai he would be home at nocHi ; that, finding he 
bad not then arrived, they acquainted his clerk 
/ with the nature of their business, and opened my 
letter to show him the contents of it ; tha^ the 
clerk went with them to consult some other per- 
son on the subject, when he conveyed them to the 
Old Baile,y ; but that, on inqi^iring at the proper 
place about the introduction of the witnesses, he 
learnt that the chief mate had been brought to the 
bar in the morning, and, no person then appear- 
u^g against him, that he had been discharged by 
proclamation. Such was the end of all my anxiety 
and labor in this affair. I was very ill when I 
Received the letter ; but I saw the necessity of 
bearing up against the disappointment, and I en- 
deavored to discharge the subject from my mind 
with the following wish, that the narrow escape 
which the chief mate had experienced, and which 
was entirely owing to the accidental circum** 
stances now explained, might have the effect 
under Providence, of producing in him a deep 
contrition for his offence, and of awakening hire 
to a serious attention to his future life.^ 

I was obliged to remain in Bristol a few, days 
longer in consequence of my illness ; but as soon 
as I was able I reached London, when I attended 
a sitting of the committee after an absence of more 
than five months. At this committee it was 

* He had undoubtedly a narrow escape, for Mr. Langdale's 
derk had learnt that he had no evidence to produce in his favor. 
The slave-merchant, it seems, had counted most upon bribing those, 
who were to come against him, to disappeiEu*. 
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Strongly recommended to me to publish a second 
edition of my Essay on the Slavery and Com- 
merce of the Human Species, and to . insert such 
"of the .facts in it, in their proper places, out of 
those collected in my late travels, as I might 
judge to be productive of an interesting effect. 
There appeared also an earnest desire in the com- 
mittee, that, directly after this, I should begin my 
Sssay on the Impolicy of the Slave-trade. 

In compliance with their wishes, I determined 
upon both these works. But I resolved to retire 
into the country, that, by being subject to less in- 
terruption there,^ I might the sooner finish them. 
It was proper, however, that I should settle many 
things in London, before I took my departure 
from it ; and, among these, that I should find out 
Grebrge Ormoad and Patrick Murray, whom I had 
sent from Liverpool on account of the information 
they had given me relative to the murder of Peter 
Green. I saw no better way than to take them 
before Sir Sampson Wright, who was then at the 
head of the police of the metropolis. . He exam- 
ined, and cross-examined them several times, and 
apart from each other. He then desired their 
evidence to be drawn up in the form of depositions, 
copies of which he gave to me. He had no doubt 
that the murder would be proved. The circum- 
stances of the deceased being in good health at 
nine o'clock in the evening, and of his severe 
sufferings till eleven, and of the nature of the 
wounds discovered to have been made on his 
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person, and of his death by one in the morning, 
could never, he said, be done away, by any evi- 
dence, who should state that he had been subject 
to other disorders, which might have occasioned 
his decease. He found himself therefore com- 
pelled to apply to the magistrates of Liverpool for 
the apprehension of three of the principal officers 
of the ship. But the answer was, that the ship 
had sailed, and that they, whose names had been 
specified, were then, none of them, to be found 
in Liverpool. 

It was now for me to consider, whether I would 
keep the two witnesses, Ormond and Murray for 
a year, or perhaps longer, at my own expense, 
and run the hazard of the^ death of the officers in 
the interim, and of other calculable events. I had 
felt so deeply for the usage of the seamen in this 
cruel traffic, which indeed had embittered all my 
journey, that I had no less than nine prosecutions 
at law upon my hands on their account, and nine- 
teen witnesses detained at my own cost. The 
committee in London could give me no assistance 
in these cases. They were the managers of the 
public purse for the abolition of the Slave-trade, 
and any expenses of this kind were neither within 
the limits of their object, nor within the pale 
of their duty. From the individuals belonging to 
it, I picked up a few guineas by way of pri^^ate 
subscription, and this was all. But a vast load 
still remained upon me, and such as had occa- 
sioned uneasiness to my mind. I thought it there- 
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fore imprudent to detain the evidences for this 
purpose for so long a time, and I sent them back 
to Liverpool. I commenced, however, a prosecu- 
.tion against the captain at common law for his 
barbarous usage of them, and desired that it might 
be pushed on as vigorously as possible ; and the 
result was, that his attorney was so alarmed, par- 
ticularly after knowing what had been done by 
Sir Sampson Wright, that he entered into a com- 
promise to pay all the expenses of the suit hitherto 
incurred, and to give Ormond and Murray a sum 
of money as damages for the injury which they 
themselves had sustained. This compromise was 
acceded to. The men received the money, and 
signed the release, (of which I insisted upon a 
copy,) and went to sea again in another trade^ 
thanking me for ray interference in their behalf. 
But by this copy, which I have now in my pos- 
session, it appears that care was taken by the 
captain's attorney to render their future evidence 
in the case of Peter Green, almost impracticable ; 
for it was there wickedly staled, " that George 
Ormond and Patrick Murray did then and there 
bind themselves in certain penalties, that they 
would neither encourage nor support any actjon 
at law against the said captain, by or at the suit 
or prosecution of any other of the seamen now or 
late on board the said ship, and that they released 
the said captaia also from all manner ^f actions, 
suits, and cause and causes of action, informa- 
(joDs, prosecutions and. other proceedings, which 
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they then had, or ever had, or could or might 
have by reason of the said assaults upon their own 
persons, or other wrongs or injuries done by the said 
captain heretofore and to the date of this releaseJ^* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Labobs of ths committes dvbing the author's jovrnst. — Quakers 

THE- first to notice ITS INSTITUTION — GENERAL BAPTISTS THE< NEXT. 

—Correspondence opened with American societies for abolition 

—FIRST INDIVIDUAL WHO ADDRESSED THE COMMITTEE WAS Mr. WIL- 
LIAM Smith. — ^Thanks voted to RamsaV.— Committee prepares lists 

OF PBRsbNS TO WHOM TO SEND ITS PUBLICATIONS— BARCLAY, TaTLOB« 

AND Wedgwood elected members of the committee.— Letters 
FBOM Bbissot, and othebs — Gbanville Shabp elected chairman.— 
Seal obdebed to be enobaved.— Lettebs fbom diff^bent cobbb»> 

PONDENtS AS THBT OFFEB.ED THEIR ti|lVICES TO THE COMMITTEE. 

The committee, during my absence, had at- 
tended regularly at their posts. They had been 
both vigilant and industrious. They were, in 
9hort, the persons, who had been the means of 
raising the public spirit, which I had observed first 
at Manchester, and afterwards as I journeyed on. 
It will be proper, therefore, that 1 should now say 
something of their labors, and of the fruits of 
them. And if, in doing this, I should be more 
minute for a few pages than some would wish, I 
must apologize for tnyself by saying that there are 
•others, who would be sorry to lose the knowledge 

* None of the nine actions before mentioned ever came to a 
trial, but they were all comim»mBed by paying samB to the injued 
poftiea. 
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of the particular manaer in which the foundation 
was laid, and the superstructure advanced, of a 
work, which will make so brilliant an appear- 
ance in our history as that of the abolition of the 
Slave-trade. 

The committee having dispersed five hundred 
circular letters, giving an account of their institu- 
tion, in London and its neighborhood, the Qua- 
kers were the first to notice it. This they did in 
their yearly epistle, of which the following is an 
extract: "We have also thankfully to believe 
there is a growing attention in many, not of our 
religious society, to }he subject of negro slavery ; 
and that the minds of the people are more and 
more enlarged to consider it as an aggregate of 
every species of evil, and to see the utter 'incon- 
sistency of upholding it by the authority of any 
nation whatever, especially of such as punish, with 
loss of life, crimes whose magnitude bears scarce 
any proportion to this complicated iniquity." 

The General Baptists were the next; for on 
the twenty-second of June, Stephen Lowdell and 
Dan Taylor attended as a deputation from the an- 
nual meeting of that religious body, to inform the 
committee, that those, whom they represented, 
approved their proceedings, and that they would 
countenance the object of their institution. 

The first individual who addressed the (Commit- 
tee was Mr. William Smith, the present member 
for Norwich. In his letter he expressed the plea- 
sure he had received in finding persons associated 
in the support of a cause, in which he himself had 
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taken a deep interest. He gave them advice as to 
their futurp plans. He promised them all the co- 
operation in his povirer : and he exhorted them not 
to despair, even if their first attempt should be 
unsuccessful ; " for consolation," says he, " will 
not be wanting. You may rest satisfied that the 
attempt will be productive of some good ; that 
the fervent wishes of the righteous will be on your 
side, and that the blessing of those who are ready 
to perish will fall upon you." And as Mr. Smith 
was the first person to address the committee as 
an individual after its formation, so, next to Mr. 
Wilberforce and the members of it, he gave the 
most time and attention to the promotion of the 
cause. 

On the fifth of July, the committee opened a 
correspondence, by means of William Dillwyn, 
with the societies of Philadelphia and New York, 
of whose institution an account has been given. 
At this sitting a due sense was signified of the 
services of Mr. Ramsay, and a desire of his 
friendly communications when convenient. 

The two next meetings were principally occu- 
pied in making out lists of the names of persons 
in the country, to whom the committee should 
send their publications for distribution. For this 
purpose every member was to bring in an account 
of those whom he knew personally, and whom he 
believed not only to be willing, but qualified on 
account of their judgment and the weight of thehr 
character, to take an useful part in the work, which 
was to be assigned to them. It is a remarkable 
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circtimstance, that, ^hen the lists were arranged, 
the committee, few as they were, found they bad 
friends .in no less than thirty-nine counties,* in 
each of which there were several, so that a knowl- 
edge of their institution could now be soon diffu- 
sively spread. 

The committee, having now fixed upon their 
correspondents, ordered five hundred of the cir- 
cular letters, which have been before mentioned, 
and five thousand of the Summary Views, an 
account of which has been given also, to be 
printed. 

On account of the increase of business, which 
was expected in consequence of the circulation .of 
the . preceding publications, Robert Barclay, John 
Vickris Taylor, and Josiah Wedgwood, esquire, 
Wjere added to the committee ; and it was then 
resolved, that any three members might call a 
meeting when necessary. 

On the twenty-seventh of August, the new 
correspondents began to make their appearance. 
This sitting was distinguished by the receipt of 
letters from two celebrated persons. The first was 
from Brissot, dated Paris, August the eighteenth, 
who, it may be recollected, was an active mem- 
ber of the National Convention of France, and 
who suffered in the persecution of Robespierre. 

* The Ctuakers by means of their discipline have a greater per- 
sonal knowledge of each other than the members of any <^her 
zdigpoos society. But two-thirds, of the committee were Quakers, 
and hence the circumstance is explained* Hence also nine-tenths 
«f our first coeiyutors were Gtuakenk 
▼OL. II. 6 
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The second was from Mr. John Wesley, whose 
useful labors as a minister of the gospel are bo 
well known to our countrymen. 

Brissot, in this letter, congratulated the mem- 
bers of the committee, on having come together 
for ^0 laudable an object. He offered his. own 
assistance towards the promotion of it. He de- 
. sired also that his valuable friend Claviere (who 
suffered also under Robespierre) might be joined 
to him, and that both might be acknowledged by 
the committee as associates in what he called this 
heavenly work. He purposed to translate and cir- 
culate through France, such publications as they 
might send him from time to time, and to appoint 
bankers in Paris, who might receive subscriptions 
and remit them to London for the good of their 
common cause. In the mean time, if his own 
countrymen should be found to take an interest in 
this great cause, it was not improbable that a com- 
mittee might be formed in Paris, to endeavor to 
. secure the attainment of the same object from the 
government in France. 

The thanks of the committee were voted to 
Brissot for this disinterested offer of his services, 
and he was elected an honorary and correspond- 
ing member. In reply, however, to his letter it 
was stated, that, as the committee had no doubt 
of procuring from the generosity of their own 
nation sufficient funds for efiecting- the object of 
their institution, they declined the acceptance of 
any pecuniary aid from the people of France, but 
recommended him to attempt Uie formation 9t a 
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committee in hia own country, and to infodn thetn 
of his progress, and, to make to them such other 
communications as he might deem necessary upon 
the subject from time to time. 

Mr. Wesley, whose letter was read next, in- 
formed the committee of the great satisfaction 
which he also had experienced, when he heard of 
their formation. He conceived that their design, 
while it would destroy the Slave-trade, would also 
strike at the root of the shocking abomination of 
slavery also. He desired to forewarn them that 
they must expect difficulties and great opposition 
from those who were interested in the system ; ' 
that these were a powerful body ; and that they 
would raise all their forces, when they perceived 
their craft to be in danger. They would employ 
hireling writers, who would have neither justice 
nor mercy. But the committee were not to be 
dismayed by. such treatment, nor even if some 
of those, who professed good-will towards thenti, 
should turn against them. As for himself, he 
would do all he could to promote the object of 
their institution. He would reprint a new tod 
large edition of his Thought on Slavery, and cir- 
culate it among his friends in England and Ire- 
land, to whom he would add a few words in favor 
of their design. And then he concluded in these 
words : ^4 commend you to Him, who is able to 
carry you through all opposition, and support you 
under all discouragements." 

On the fourth, eleventh, and eighteenth of Sep- 
tember, the committee were employed varioud^. 
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Among other things they voted their thanks to 
Mr. Leigh, a clergyman of the established church, 
for the offer of his services for the county of Nor- 
folk. They ordered also one thousand of the cir- 
cular letters to be additionally printed: 

At one of these meetings a resolution was made, 
that Granville Sharp, esquire, be appointed chair- 
man. This appointment, though now first for- 
mally made in the minute book, was always under- 
stood to have taken place ; but the modesty of Mr. 
Sharp was such, that, though repeatedly pressed, 
he would never consent to take the chair, and he 
generally refrained from coming into the room till 
after he knew it to be taken. Nor could he be 
prevailed upon, even after this resolution, to alter 
his conduct : for though he continued to sign the 
papers, which were handed to him by virtue of 
holding this office, he never was once seated as 
the chairman during the twenty years in which 
he attended at these meetings. I thought it not 
improper to mention this trait in his cbaracler. 
Conscious that he engaged in the cause of his 
fellow-creatures aolely upon the sense of his duty 
as a Christian, he seems to have supposed either 
that he had done nothing extraordinary to merit 
such a distinction, or to have been fearful lest the 
acceptance of it should bring a stain upon the 
motive, on which alone he undertook it. 

On the second and sixteenth of October, two sit- 
tings took place ; at the latter of which a sub-com- 
mittee, which had been appointed for the purpose, 
brought in a design for a seal. An African was 
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seen (as in the figrire*) in chains in a BUpplicatio^ 
posture, kneeling with one knee upon the gp»und. 




and with both his hands lifted up to Heaven, and 
round the seal was observed the following motto^ 
as if he was uttering the words himself, "Am t 
not a Man and a Brother V The design having 
been approved of, a seal was ordered lo be ea> 
graved from it, I may mention here, that thia 
seal, simple as the design was, was made to con- 
tribute largely, as will be shown in its proper place, 
towards lurolng the attention of our countrymen 
to the case of the injured Africans, and of pro- 
curing a warm interest in their favor. 

On the thirtieth of October several letters were 
read ; one of these was from Brissot and Claviers 
conjointly. In this they acknowledged the B&ti». 
faction they had received on being cmeidered as 
associates in the humane work of the abohtion of 
the Slave-trade, and correspondents in France for 
the promotion of il. They declared it to be their 
* The fignni ii ralher lai^erlhui thai in the Mtl. 
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intention to attempt the eatablisfament of a com* 
mittee there on the same principles as that in 
England : but, in consequence of the different con- 
stitutions of the two governments, they gave the 
committee reason to suppose that their proceed- 
ings must be different, as well as slower than 
those in England, for the same object. 

A second letter was read from Mr. John Wesley. 
He said that he had now read the publications^ 
which the committee had sent him, and* that he 
took, if possible, a still deeper interest in their 
cause. He exhorted them to more than ordinary 
diligence and perseverance ; to be prepared for 
opposition; to be cautious about the manner of 
procuring information and evidence, that no stain 
might fall upon their character ; and to take care 
that the question should be argued as well upon 
the consideration of interest as of humanity and 
justice, the former of which he feared would 
have more weight than the latter ; and he recom- 
mended them and their glorious conceiii, as be- 
fore, to the protection of Him who was able to 
support them. 

Letters were read from Dr. Price, approving 
the institution of the committee; from Charles 
Lloyd of Birmingham, stating the interest which 
the inhabitants of that town were taking in it; 
and from William Russel, esquire, of the same 
place, stating the same circumstance, and that 
he would co-operate with the former in calling a 
public meeting, and in doing whatever else was 
necessary for the promotion of so good a cause. 
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A letter was read- also from Manchester, si^ed 
conjointly by George Barton, Thomas Cooper, 
John Ferriar, Thomas Walker, Thomas Phillips, 
Thomas Butterworth Bay ley, and George Lloyd, 
esquires, promising their assist^ance for that place. 
Two others were read from John Kerrich, esquire, 
of Harleston, and from Joshua Grigby, esquire, 
of Drinkston, each tendering their services, one 
for the county of Norfolk, and the other for the 
county of Suffolk. The latter concluded by say- 
ing, "With respect to myself, in no possible in- 
stance of my public conduct can I receive so much 
sincere satisfaction, as I shall by the vote I will 
most assuredly give in Parliament, in support of 
this most worthy effort to suppress a traffic, which 
is contrary to all the feelings of humapity, and 
the laws of our religion.'' 

A letter was read also at this sitting from major 
Cartwright, of Marnham, in which he offered his 
own services, in conjunction with those of the 
reverend John Charlesworth, of Ossington, for the 
county of Nottingham. 

"I congratulate you" says he in his letter, "on 
the happy prospect of some considerable step at 
least being taken towards the abolition of a traffic, 
which is not only impious in itself, but of all others 
tends most to vitiate the human mind. 

"Although procrastination is generally perni- 
cious in cases depending upon the feelings of the 
heart, I should almost fear that, without very un- 
common exertions, you will scarcely be prepared 
early in the next sessions for bringing the business 



68 THE HISTORY OF THE 

intoParliament with the greatest advantage. But 
be that as it may,, let the best use be made of jtbe 
intermediate time ; and then, if there be a super- 
intending Providence, which governs every thing 
in the moral world, there is every reason to hope 
for a blessing on this particular work.'' 

The last letter was from Robert Boucher Nick- 
oils, dean of Mid.dleham in Yorkshire. In this 
he stated that he was a native of the West Indies, 
and had travelled on the continent of America. 
He then offered some important information to 
the committee, as his mite towards the abolition 
of the Slave-trade, and as an encouragement to 
them to persevere. He attempted to prove that 
the natural increase of the negroes already in the 
West Indian islands would be fully' adequate to 
the cultivation of them without any fresh supplies 
from Africa, and that such natural increase would 
be secured by humane treatment. With this view 
he instanced the two estates of Mr. MacMahon 
and of Dr. Mapp in the islatid of Barbadoes. The 
first required continual supplies of new slaveis, in 
consequence of the severe and cruel usage adopted 
upon it. The latter overflowed with laborers in 
consequence of a system of kindness, so that it 
almost peopled another estate. Having related 
these instances, he cited others in North Anderica, 
where, though the climate was less favorable to 
the constitution of the Africans, but their treat- 
ment better, they increased also. He combated, 
from his own personal knowledge, the argument 
that self-interest was always sufficient to ensure 
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good usage, and maintained that there was only 
one way of securing it, which was the entire abo- 
lition of the Slave-trade. He showed in what 
manner the latter measure would operate to the 
desired end. He then dilated on the injustice 
and inconsistency of this trade, and supported the 
policy of the abolition of it, both to the planter, 
the merchant, and the nation. 

This letter of the Dean of Middleham, which 
was a little Essay of itself, was deemed of so much 
importance by the committee^ but particularly as 
it was the result of local knowledge, that they not 
only passed a resolution of thanks to him for it, 
but desired his permission to print it. 

The committee sat again on the thirteenth and 
twenty-second of November. At the first of these 
sittings, a letter wa« read from Henry Grimston, 
esquire, of Whitwell Hall, near York, offering 
his services for the promotion of the cause in his 
own county. At the second, the Dean of Middle- 
ham's answer was received. He acquiesced in 
the request of the committee ; when five thousand 
of his letters were ordered immediately to be 
printed. 

On the twenty-second a letter was read from 
Mr. James Mackenzie^ of the town of Cambridge, 
desiring to forward the object of the institution 
there. Two letters were read also, one from the 
late Mr. Jones, tutor of Trinity College, and the 
other from Mr. William Frend, fellow of Jesus Col- 
lege.' It appeared from these that the gentlemen 
of the University of Cambridge were beginning 
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to take a lively interest in the abolition of the 
Slave-trade, among whom Dr. Watson, the bishop 
of Llandaff, was particularly conspicuous. At-ihis 
committee two thousand new Summary Views 
were ordered to be printed, and the circular letter 
to be prefixed to each. 
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The labors of the committee, during my ab- 
sence, were as I have now explained them ; but 
as I was obliged, almost imme4iately on joining 
them, to retire into the country to begin my new 
work, I must give an account of their further ser- 
vices tiU I joined them again, or till the middle 
of Petooary 1788. 

During sittings which were held from the mid- 
dle of December, 1787, to the eighteenth of Jmiu- 
ary, 1788, the business of the committee had so 
increased, that it was found proper to make an 
addition to their number. Accordingly James 
Martin and William Morton Pitt, esquires, mem- 
bers of Parliament, and R(rf>ert Hunter, and Joseph 
fimithy esquires, were cboeea members of it. 
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The ki^owledge also of the institution of the so- 
ciety had spread to i^eh an extent, and the eager- 
ness among individuals to see the publications of 
the committee had been so great, that the press 
wsls kept almost constantly going during the time 
now mentioned. No fewer than three thousand 
lists of the subscribers, with a circular letter pre- 
fixed to them, explaining the object of the insti- 
tution, were ordered to be printed within this 
period, to which are to be added fifteen hundred 
of Benezet's Account of Guinea, three thousand 
of the Dean of Middleham's Letters, five thousand 
Summary Views, and two thousand of a new edi- 
tion of the Slavery and Commerce of the Human 
Species, which I had enlarged before the last 
ot these sittings from materials collected in my 
late tour. 

The thanks of the committee were voted during 
this period to Mr. Alexander Falconbridge, for the 
ai^istancehe had given me in my inquiries into 
the nature of the Slave-trade. 

As Mr. Falconbridge had but lately returned 
from Africa, and as facts and circumstances,* 
which had taken place but a little time agf^ were 
less liable to objections (inasmuch as they proved 
thei present state of things) than those which had 
happened in earlier times, he was prevailed upon 
to write an account of what he had seen during 
the four voyages he had made to that continent ; 
and accordingly, within the period which has been* 
mentioned, he began his work. 

The committee^ during these ffiktiogs kept vp 
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a correspondence with those gentlemen who were 
mentioned in the last chapter to have addressed 
them. But, besides these, they found other vol- 
untary correspondents in the following persons, 
Capel LofTt, esquire, of Troston, and the reverend 
R. Broome of Ipswich, both in the county of Suf- 
folk. These made an earnest tender of their 
services for those parts of the county in which 
they resided. Similar offers 'were made by Mr. 
Hammond of Stanton, near St. Ives, in the county 
of Huntingdon, by Thomas Parker, esquire, of 
Beverley, and by William Grove, esquire, of Litch-» 
field, for their respective towns and neighborhoods. 

A letter was received also within this period 
from the society established at Philadelphia, ac^ 
companied with documents in proof of the good 
effects of the manumission of slaves, and with 
specimens of writing and drawing by the same. 
In this letter the society congratulated the com- 
mittee in London on its formation, and professed 
its readiness to co-operate in any way in which it 
could bo made useful. 

During these sittings, a letter was also read 
from D|t Bathurst, now bishop of Norwich, dated 
Oxford, December the seventeenth, in which he 
offered his services in the promotion of the cause. 

Another was read, which stated that Dr. Home, 
president of Magdalen College in the same uni- 
versity, and afterwards bishop of the same see as 
the former, highly favored it. 

Another was read from Mr. Lambert, fellow of 
Trinity CoUegie, Cambridge, in which he signified 
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to the committee the great desire he had to pro- 
mote the object of their institution. He had 
drawn up a number of queries relative to the state 
of the unhappy slaves in the islands, which he 
had transmitted to a friend, who had resided in 
them, to answer. These answers he purposed to 
forward to the committee on their arrival. 

Another was read from Dr. Hinchliffe, bishop 
of Peterborough, in "which he testified his hearty 
approbation of the institution, and of the design 
of it, and his determination to support the object 
of it in Parliament. He gave in at the same time 
a plan, which he called Thoughts on the Means 
of Abolishing the Slave-trade in Great Britain and 
in our West Indian islands, for the consideration 
of the committee. 

At the last of these sittings, the committee 
thought it right to make a report to the public 
relative to the state and progress of their causey 
but as this was composed from materials, which 
the reader has now in his possession, it may not 
be necessary to produce it. 

On the twenty-second and twenty-ninth of Jan^ 
uary, and on the fifth and twelfth of T^>ljf^TV* 
1788, sittings were also held. Duringr' tfaM, the 
buai^ess still. increasing, John Maitland, esquire^ 
WM elected a member of tbe cowmiiiee. 

As the correspondents of the committee were 
now numerous, and as these solicited publicationt 
fpr the use of those who applied to them». as well 
aa of those to whom they wished to givei.a knowb 
edge of the subject^ the presa WM kepi in comteoi 
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employ during this period also. Five thousand 
two hundred and fifty additional Reports were 
ordered to be printed, and also three thousand of 
Falconbridge's Account of the Slave-trade, the 
manuscript of which was now finished. At this 
time, Mr. Newton, rector of St. Mary Woolnoth 
in London, who had been in his youth to the coast 
of Africa, but who had now become a serious 
and useful divine, felt it his duty to write his 
Thoughts on the African Slave-trade. The com- 
mittee, having obtained permission, printed three 
thousand copies of these also. 

. During these sittings, the chairman was re- 
quested to have frequent communication with Dr. 
Porteus, bishop of London, as he had expressed 
his desire of becoming useful to the institution. 

A circular letter also with the report before 
mentioned, was ordered to be sent to the msLyorB 
of several corporate towns. 

A case also occurred, which it may not be im- 
proper to notice. The treasurer reported that he 
had been informed by the chairman, that the cap- 
tain of the Albion merchant ship, trading to the 
Bay o( Honduras, had picked up at sea from a 
Spanish ship which had been wrecked, tw,o black 
men, one named Henry Martin Burrowes, a jfrec 
native of Antigua, who had* served in the royal 
navy, and the other named Antonio Berrat, a 
Spanish negro; that the said captain detained 
these men on board his ship, then lying in the 
river Thames, against their will ; and that he 
would not give them up. Upon this* report, it 
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vms resolved that the cause of these unfortunate 
captives should be espoused by the committed. 
Mr. Sharp accordingly caused a writ of habeas- 
corpus to be served upon' them ; soon after which 
he had the satisfaction of reporting, that they 
had been delivered from the place of their con- 
finement. 

During these sittings the following letters were 
read also : 

One from Richard How, of Apsley, offering his 
services to the committee. 

Another from the reverend Christopher Wyvill, 
of Burton Hall in Yorkshire, to the same effect. 

Another from Archdeacon Plymley, (now Cor- 
foett,) in which he expressed the deep interest he 
took in this cause of humanity and freedom, and 
the desire he had of making himself useful as far 
as he could towards the support of it ; and he 
wished to know, as the clergy of the diocese of 
Litchfield and Coventry were anxious to espouse 
it also, whether a petition to Parliament from 
them, as a part of the established church, would 
not be desirable at the present season. 

Another from Archdeacon Paley, conUkining 
fais sentiments oa a plan for the abolition of the 
Slave-trade, and the manumission of slaves in 
our islands, and offering his future services, and 
wishing success to the undertaking. 

Another from Dr. Sharp, prebendary of Dur- 
ham, inquiring into the probable amount of the 
subscriptions which might be wanted, and fbr 
irfaat purposes, with a view of serving the cause. 
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Another from Dr. Woodward, bishop of Cloyne, 
in which he approved of the institution of the 
Gommittee. He conceived the Slave-trade to be 
no less disgraceful to the legislature and injurious 
to the true commercial interests of the country, 
than it was productive of unmerited misery to 
the unhappy objects of it, and repugnant both 
to the principles and the spirit of the Christian 
religion. He wished to be placed among the as- 
serters of the liberty of his fellow-creatures, and 
he was therefore desirous of subscribing largely, 
as well as of doing all he could, both in England 
and Ireland, for the promotion of such a charit- 
nble work. 

A communication was made, soon after the 
reading of the last letter, through the medium 
of the Chevalier de Ternant, from the celebrated 
Marquis de la Fayette of France. The marquis 
signified the singular pleasure he had received on 
hearing of the formation of a committee in Eng- 
land for the abolition of the Slave-trade^ and the 
earnest desire he had to promote the object of it 
With this view, he informed the committee that 
he should attempt the formation of a similar so- 
4nety in France. This he conceived to be one of 
the most effectual measures he could devise for 
«ecuring the object in question ; for he was of 
opinion, that if the two great nations of France 
and England were to unite in this humane and 
Christian work, the other European nations might 
be induced to follow the example. 

The committee, en receiving the two latter com* 
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munications, resolved, that the chairman should 
return their thanks to the Bishop of Clo3mey and 
the Marquis de la Fayette, and the Chevalier de 
Ternant, and that he should inform them, that 
they were enrolled among the honorary and cor- 
responding members of the Society. 

The other letters read during these sittings 
were to convey.information to the committee, that 
people in various parts of the kingdom had then 
felt themselves so deeply interested in behalf of 
the injured Africans, that they had determined 
either on public meetings, or had come to resolu- 
tions, or had it ip contemplation to petition Parlia- 
ment, for the abolition of the Slave-tcade. In- 
formation was signified to this efifect by Thomas 
Walker, esquire, for Manchester ; by tJohn Hoy- 
land, William Hoyles, esquire, and the reverend 
James Wilkinson, for Sheffield ; by William Tuke, 
and William Burgh, esquire, for York ; by the 
reverend Mr. Foster, for Colchester; by; Joseph 
Harford and Edmund Griffith, esquires, for Bristol; 
by William Bishop, esquire, the mayor, for Maid- 
stone ; by the reverend R. Broome and the rev- 
erend J. Wright, for Ipswich ; by James Clark, 
esquire, the mayor, for Coventry ; by Mr. Jones, of. 
Trinity College, for the University of Cambridge ; 
by Dr. Schomberg, of Magdalen College, for the 
University of Oxford; by Henry Bul^.n, esquire, 
for Bury St. Edmunds ; by Archdeacon Travis, 
for Chester ; by Mr. Hammond, for the county 
of Huntingdon ; by John Flint, esquire, (now 

Corbett) for the town of Shrewsbury and county 

7* 
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of Salop ; by the reverend Robert Lucast, for the 
town and also for the county of Northampton ; 
by Mr. Winchester, for the county of Stafford; 
1^ the reverend William Leigh, for the county of 
Norfolk; by David Barclay, for the county of 
Hertford ; and by Thomas Babington, esquire, for 
the county of Leicester. 
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Bt this time the nature of the Slave-trade had, . 
in consequence of the labors of the committee and 
of their several correspondents, become generally 
known throughout the kingdom. It had excited 
a general attention, and there was among people a 
general feeling in behalf of the wrongs of Africa. 
This feeling had also, as* may be collected from 
what has b^en already mentioned, broken out into 
language ; for not only had the traflSc become the 
general subject of conversation, but public meet- 
ings had taken place, in which it had been dis* 
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cussed, and of which the result was, that an 
application to Parliament had been resolved upon 
in many places concerning it. By the middle 
of February not fewer than thirty-five petitions 
bad been delivered to the commons, and it was 
known that others were on their way to the same 
house. 

This ferment in the public mind, which had 
shown itself in the public prints even before the 
petitions had been resolved upon, had excited the 
attention of government. To coincide with the 
wishes of the people on this subject, appeared to 
those in authority to be a desirable thing. To 
abolish the trade, replete as it was with misery, 
was desirable also : but it was so connected with 
the interest of individuals, and so iiitetwoven with 
the comimerce and revenue of the country, that 
an hasty abolition of it without a previous in- 
quiry appeared to them to be likely to be pro- 
ductive of as much misery as good. The king, 
therefore, by an order of council, dated February 
• the eleventh, 1788, directed that a committee of 
privy council should sit as a board of trade, " to 
take into their consideration the present state of 
the African trade, particularly as far as related to 
the practice and manner of purchasing or obtain- 
ing slaves on the coast of Africa, and the impor- 
tation and siale thereof, either in the British colo- 
nies and settlements, or in the foreign colonies 
and settlements in America or the West Indies ; 
and also as far as related to the effects and con- 
sequences of the trade- both in Africa and in the 
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said colonies and settlements, and to the general 
commerce of this kingdom ; and that they should 
report to him in council the result of their inqui- 
ries, with such observations as they might have 
to offer thereupon." 

Of this order of council Mr. Wilberforce, who 
had attended to this great subject, as far as his 
health would permit, since I left him, had re- 
ceived notice ; but he w.as then too ill himself to 
take any measures concerning it. He therefore 
wrote to me, and begged of me to repair to Lon- 
don immediately, in order to get such evidence 
ready as we might ' think it eligible to introduce 
when the council sat. At that time, as appears 
from the former chapter, I had finishefl the addi- 
tions to my Essay on the Slavery and Commerce 
of the Human Species, and I had now proceeded 
about half way in that of the Impolicy of it. This 
summons, however, I obeyed, and returned to 
town on the fourteenth of February, from which 
day to the twenty-fourth of May, I shall now give 
the history of pur proceedings. 

My first business in London was to hold a con- 
versation with Mr. Pitt previously to the meeting 
of the council, and to try to interest him, as the' 
first minister of state, in our favor. For this 
purpose Mr. Wilberforce had opened the way for 
me, and an interview took place. We were in 
free conversation together for a considerable time, 
during which we went through most of the 
branches of the subject. Mr, Pitt appeared to 
me to have but litUe knov^led^^ ol \l. He had 
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also his doubts, which he expressed openly, on 
many points. He was at a loss to conceiye how 
private interest should not always restrain the 
master of the slave from abusing him. This 
matter I explained to him as well as I could ; and 
if he was not entirely satisfied with my interpre- 
tation of it, he was at least induced to believe that 
cruel practices were more probable than he had 
imagined. A second circumstance, the truth of 
wljiich he doubted, was the mortality and usage 
of seamen in this trade ; and a third was the state- 
ment, by which so much had been made of the 
riches of Africa, and of the genius and abilities 
of her people ; for he seemed at a loss to compre- 
hend, if these things were so, how it had happened 
that they should not have been more generally 
noticed before. I promised to satisfy him upon 
these points, and an interview was fixed for this 
purpose the next day. 

At the time appointed I went with my books, 
papers, and African productions. Mr. Pitt ex- 
amined the former himself. He turned over leaf 
after leaf, in which the copies of the muster-rolls 
were contained, with great patience ; and when 
he had looked over above a hundred pages accu- 
rately, and found the name of every seaman in- 
serted, his former abode or service, the time of his 
entry, and what had become of him, either by 
death, discharge or desertion, he expressed his 
surprifle at the great paina which had been taken 
in this branch of the inquiry, and confessed, 
with some emotion, that his doubts were wholly 
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removed with respect to the destructive nature 
of this employ ; and he said, moreover, that the 
facts contained in these documents, if they had 
been but fairly copied, could never be disproved. 
He was equally astonished at the various woods* 
and other productions of AAica, but most of all at 
the manufactures of the natives in cotton, leather, 
gold and iron, which were laid before him. These 
he handled and examined over and over again. 
Many sublime thoughts seemed to rush in upon 
him at once at the sight of these, some of which 
he expressed with observations becoming a great 
and dignified mind. He thanked me for the light 
I had given him on many of the branches of this 
great question. And I went away under a cer- 
tain conviction that I had left him much impressed 
in our favor. 

My next visit was to Mr. (now lord) Grenville. 
I called upon him at the request of Mr. Wilber- 
force, who had previously written to him from 
Bath, as he had promised to attend the meetings 
of the privy council during the examinations 
which were to take place. I found in the course 
of our conversation that Mr. Grenville had not 
then more knowledge of the subject than Mr. 
Pitt ; but I found hiin differently circumstanced 
in other respects, for I perceived in him a warm 
feeling in behalf of the injured Africans, and that 
he had no doubt of the possibility of all the bar- 
barities which had be«n alleged against this tri^io, 
I showed him all my papers and some of mj 
natural productions, which he examined. I was 
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with him the next day, and once again after- 
wardsy so that the subject was considered in all its 
parts. The effect of this interview with him was 
of course different from that upon the minister. 
In the former case I had removed doubts, and 
given birth to an interest in favor of our cause. 
But I had here only increased an interest which 
bad already been excited. I had only enlarged 
the mass of feeling, or added zeal to zeal, or con- 
firmed resolutions and reasonings. Disposed in 
this manner originally himself, and strengthened 
by the documents With which I had furnished him, 
Mr. Grenville pontracted an enmity to the Slave- 
trade, which was never afterwards diminished.* 

A report having gone abroad, that the com- 
mittee of privy council would only examine those 
who were interested in the continuance of the . 
trade, I found it necessary to caH upon Mr. Pitt 
again, and to inform him of it, when I received 
an assurance that every person whom I chose to 
send to the council in behalf of the committee, 
should be heard. This gave rise to a conversa- 
tion relative to those witnesses whom we had to 
produce on the side of the abolition. And here 
I was obliged to disclose our weakness in ' this 
respect. I owned with sorrow that, though I had 

* I have not mentioqed the difierence between these two eminent 
persons, with a view of drawing any invidious comparisons, but 
because, as these statements are true, such persons as have a high 
opinion of the late Mr. Pitt's judgment, may see that this great 
man did not espouse the cause hastily, or merely as a matter of feel- 
ing, but upon the conviction of his own mind. 
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obtained specimens and official documents in abun* 
dance to prove many important points, yet I had 
found it difficult to prevail upon persons to be pub- 
licly examined on this subject. The only persons 
"we could then count upon, were Mr. Ramsay^ 
Mr. H. Gandy, Mr. Falconbridge, Mr. Newto% 
and the Dean of Middlehara. There was one^ 
however^ who would be a host of himself, if we 
could but gain him. I then mentioned Mr. Nor-« 
ris. I told Mr. Pitt the nature* and value of the 
testimony which he had given me at Liverpool, 
and the great zeal he had discovered to serve the 
cause. I doubted, however, if he would come to 
London for this purpose, even if I wrote to him ; 
for he was intimate with almost all the owners of 
slave-vessels in Liverpool, and living among these 
he would not like to incur their resentment, by 
taking a prominent part against them. I there* 
fore entreated Mr. Pitt to send him a summons of 
council to attend, hoping that Mr. Norris would 
then be pleased to come up, as he would be en* 
abled to reply to bis friends, that his appearance 
had not been voluntary. Mr. Pitt, however, in- 
formed me, that a summons from a committee of 
privy council sitting as a board of trade was not 
binding upon the subject, and therefore that I had. 
no other means left but of writing to him, and he 
desired me to do this by the first poet. 

This letter I accordingly wrote, and sent it to 
my fHend William Rathbone, who was to deliver 

• 

* Seehbevideiioe^Cliip.I,yoLIL 
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it in person, and to use his own influence at the 
same time ; but I received for answer, that Mr. 
Norris was then in London. Upon this I tried to 
find him out, to entreat him to consent to an ex- 
amination before the council. At length I found* 
his address ; but before I could see him, I was 
told by the bishop of London, that he had come 
up as a Liverpool delegate in support of the Slave- 
trade. Astonished at this information, I made 
the bishop acquainted with the case, and asked 
him how it became me to act ; for I was fearful 
lest, by exposihg Mr. Norris, I should violate the 
rights of hospitality on the one hand, and by not 
exposing him, that I should not do niy duty to the 
cause I had undertaken on the other. His advice 
was, that I should see him, and ask him to ex- 
plain the reasons of his conduct. I called upon 
him for this purpose, but he was out. He sent 
me, however, a letter soon aftenvards, which was 
full of flattery, and in which, after having paid 
high compliments to the general force of my ar- 
guments and the general justice and humanity of 

. my sentiments on this great question, which had 
made a deep impression upon his mind, he had 

.found occasion to differ from me, since we had 
last parted, on particular points, and that he had 
therefore les6 reluctantly yielded to the call of be- 
coming a delegate ; though notwithstanding, he 
would gladly have declined the office if he could 
have done it with propriety. 

At length the council began their examinations. 
Mr. Norris, lieutenant Matthews, of the navy, 
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who had just left a slaves-employ in Africa, and 
Mr. James Penny, formerly a slave-captain, and 
then interested as a merchant in the trade, (which 
three were the delegates from Liverpool) took poe- 
i^ession of the ground first. Mr. Miles, Mr. Weuves, 
and others, followed them on the same side. The 
evidence which they gave, as previously concerted 
between themselves, may be shortly represented 
thus : They denied that kidnapping either did or 
could take place in Africa, or that wars were made 
there, for the purpose of procuring slaves. Hav- 
ing done away these wicked practices from their 
system, they maintained positions which were less 
exceptionable, or that the natives of Africa gene- 
rally became slaves in consequence of having been 
made prisoners in just wars, or in consequence of 
their various crimes. They then gave a melan- 
choly picture of the despotism and barbarity of 
some of the African princes, among whom the 
custom of sacrificing their own subjects prevailed. 
But of all others, that which was afforded by Mr. 
Norris on this ground was the most frightful. The 
king of Dahomey, he said, sported with the lives 
of his people in the most wanton manner. He 
had seen at the gates of his palace, two piles of 
heads like those of shot in an arsenal. Within 
the palace the heads of persons newly put to death 
were strewed at the distance of a few yards in the 
passage which led to his apartment. This custom 
of human sacrifice by the king of Dahomey vas 
not on one occasion only, but on many ; such as 
on the reception of messengers from neighboring 
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ttates, or of- white merchants, or on days of cere- 
moniaL But the great carnage was once a year, 
when the poll-tax was paid by his subjects. A 
thousand persons at least were sacrificQd annually 
on these different occasions. The great men, 
too, of the country cut off a few heads on festival 
days. From all these particulars the humanity 
of the Slave-trade was inferred^ because it took 
away the infafabitants of Africa into lands where 
no such barbarities were known. But the hu- 
manity of it was insisted upon by positive circum- 
stances also, namely, that a great number of the 
slaves were prisoners of war, and that in former 
times all such were put to death, whereas now 
they were saved ; so that there was a great acces- 
sion of happiness to Africa since the introduction 
of the trade. 

These statements, and those of others on the 
same side of the question, had a great effect, as 
may easily be conceived, upon the feelings of those 
of the council who were present. Some of them 
began immediately to be prejudiced against us. 
There were others who even thought that it was 
almost unnecessary to proceed' in the inquiry, for 
that the trade was actually a blessing. They had 
little doubt that all our assertions concerning it 
would be found false. The bishop of London 
himself was so impressed by these unexpected 
accounts, that he asked me if Mr. Falconbridge, 
whose pamphlet had been previously sent by the 
committee to every member of the council, was 
worthy of belief, and if he would substantiate 
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publicly what he had thus written. But ihem 
impfeesions upfortunately were not confined to 
those who bad been present at the examinations. 
These could not help communicating them to 
others. Hence in all the higher circles (some of 
which I sometimes used to frequent)! had the 
mortification to hear of nothing but the Liverpod 
evidence, and of our own credulity, and of the 
impositions which had been practised upon us : 
of these reports the planters and merchants did 
not fail to avail themselves. They boasted that 
they would soon do away all the idle tales which 
had been invented against them. They desired 
the public only to suspend their judgment till the 
privy council report should be out> when they 
would see the folly and wickedne^ of all our alle- 
gations. A little more evidence, and all would 
be over. On the twenty-second of March, though 
the committee of council had not then held its 
sittings more than a month, and these only twice 
or thrice a week, the following paragraph was seen 
in a morning paper : ^' The report of the commit- 
tee of privy council will be ready in a few days. 
After due examination it appears that the major 
part of the complaints against this trade are ill- 
founded. Some regulations, however, are expected 
to take place, which may serve in a certain degree 
to appease the cause of humanity." 

But while they who were interested had pro- 
duced this outcry against us, in consequence of 
what had fallen from their own witnesses in the 
course of their examinations, they had increased 
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it considerably by the industrious circtilation of a 
most artful pamphlet among persons of rank and 
fortune at the west end of the metropolis, which 
was called, Scriptural Researches on the licitness 
of the Slave-trade. . This they had procured to be 
written by R. Hams, who was then clerk in a 
elave-house in Liverpool, but had been formerly a 
clergymain and a Jesuit. As they had maintained 
in the first instance, as has been already shown, 
the humanity of the traffic, so, by means of this 
pamphlet they asserted its consistency with re- 
vealed religion. That such a book should have 
made converts in such an age is surprising ; and 
yet many, who ought-to have known better, were 
carried away by it ; and we had now absolutely to 
contend, and almost to degrade ourselves by doing 
so, against the double .argument of the humanity 
and the holiness of the trade. 

By these means, but particularly by the former, 
the current of opinion in particular circles ran 
against us for the first month, and so strong, that 
it was impossible for us to stem it at once : but as 
some of the council recovered from their panic, 
and their good sense became less biased by their 
feelings, and they were in a state to hear reason, 
their prejudices began to subside. It began now 
to be understood among them, that almost all the 
witnesses were concerned in the continuance of 
the trade. It began to be known also, (for Mr. 
Pitt and the bishop of London took care that it 
should be circulated,) that Mr. Norris had but a 

short time before furnished me at Liverpool with 

8* 
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infiHrination, all of which he had concealed* from 
the council, but all of which made for the aboli- 
tion of it. Mr. Devaynes also, a respectable mem- 
ber of Parliament, who had been in Africa, and 
who had been appealed to by Mr. Norris, when 
examined before the privy council, in behalf of his 
extraordinary facts, was unable, when summoned, 
to confirm them to the desired extent From this 
evidence the council collected, that human sacri- 
fices were not made on the arrival of white tra- 
ders, as had been asserted ; that there was no 
poll-tax in Dahomey at all ; and that Mr. Norris 
must have been mistaken on these points, for he 
must have been there at. the time of the ceremony 
of watering the graves, when about sixty persons 
suffered. This latter custom moreover appesured to 
. have been a religious superstition of the country, 
such as at Otaheite, or in Britain in the time of 
the Druids, and to have had nothing to do with 
the Slave-trade.f With respect to prisoners of 
war, Mr. Devaynes allowed that the old, the lame, 
and the wounded, were often put to death on the 
spot ; but this was to save the trouble of bringing 
them away. The young and the healthy were 
driven off for sale ; but if they were not sold 
when offered, they were not killed, but reserved 

* This was also the case with another witness, Mr. Weaves. 
He had given me accounts, before any stir was made about the 
Slave-trade, relative to it, all of which he kept back when he was 
examined there. 

t Being a religious custom, it would still have gone an, though 
the Slave-trade had been abolished : nor could the merchantB at 
^ any timt have brought off a sin^e victim. 
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for another- market, or became house-Giaves to 
the e<mquerors« Mr. Devaynes also maintained, 
contrary to the allegations of the others, that a 
great number of persons were kidnapped in order 
to be sold to the ships, and that the government, 
where this happened, was not strong enough to 
prevent it. But besides these draw-backs from the 
weight of the testimony which had been given, 
it began to be perceived by some of the lords of 
the council, that the cruel superstitions which 
had been described, obtained only in one or two 
countries in Africa, and these of insignificant ex- 
tent ; whereas at the time, when their minds were 
carried away as it were by their feelings, they had 
supposed them to attach to the whole of that vast 
continent. They perceived also, that there were 
circumstances related in the evidence by the dele- 
gates themselves, by means of which, if they were 
true^ the inhumanity of the trade might be estab- 
lished, and this to their own disgrace. They had 
all confessed that such slaves as the white traders 
refused to buy were put to death ; and yet that 
these traders, knowing that this would be the 
case, had the barbarity uniformly to reject those 
whom it did not suit them to purchase. Mr. Mat- 
thews had, rejected one of this description himself 
whom he saw afterwards destroyed. Mr. Penny 
had known the refuse thrown down Melimba rock. 
Mr. Norris himself, when certain prisoners of wsur 
were offered to him for sale, declined buying them 
because they appeared unhealthy; and though 
the king then told him that be would put them 
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to death, he could not be prevailed upon to take 
them, but left them to their hard fate ; and he 
had the boldnesa to state afterwards, that it was 
his belief that many of them actually suffered. 

These considerations had the effect of diminish* 
ing the prejudices of some of the council on this 
great question: and when this was perceived to 
be the case, it was the opinion of Mr. Pitt, Mr; 
Grenville, and the bishop of London, that we 
should send three or four of our own evidences 
for examination, who might help to restore mat- 
ters to an equilibrium. Accordingly, Mr. Falcon- 
bridge, and some others, all of whom were to speak 
to the African part of the subject, were intro- 
duced. These produced a certain weight in the 
opposite scale. But soon after these had been 
examined. Dr. Andrew Spaarman professor of 
physic, and inspector of the museum of the royal 
academy at Stockholm, and his companion, C. B. 
Wadstrom, chief director of the assay-office there, 
anived in England. These gentlemen had been 
lately sent to Africa by the late king of Sweden, 
to make discoveries in botany, mineralogy, and 
other departments of science. For this purpose 
the Swedish ambassador at Paris had procured 
them permission from the French government to 
visit the countries bordering on the Senegal, and 
had ensured them protection there. They had 
been conveyed to the place of their destination, 
where they had remained from August, 1787, to 
the end of January, 1788 ; but meeting with ob- 
stacles which they had not foreseen, they had left 
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it, and had returned to Havre-de-Grace^ from 
whence they had just arrived in London, in their 
way home. It so happened, that by means of 
George Harrison, one of our committee, I fell in 
unexpectedly with these gentlemen. I had not 
long been with them before I perceived the great 
treasure I had found. They gave me many beau- 
tiful specimens of African produce. They showed 
me their journals, which they had regularly kept 
from day to day. In these I had the pleasure of 
seeing a number of circumstances minuted down, 
all relating to the Slave-tmde, and even drawings 
on the same subject. I obtained a more accurate 
and satisfoctory knowledge of the manners and 
customs of the Africans from these, than from all 
the persons put together whom I had yet seen. 
I was anxious, therefore, to take them before the 
committee of council, to which they were pleased 
to consent ; and as Dr. Spaarman was to leave 
London in a few days, I procured him an introduc- 
tion first. His evidence went to show, that the 
natives of Africa lived in a fruitful and luxuriant 
country, which suppUed all their wants, and that 
they would be a happy people if it were not for 
the existence of the Slave-trade. He instanced 
wars which he knew to have been made by the 
Moors upon the negroes (for they were entered 
upon wholly at the instigation of the white tra- 
ders) for the purpose of getting slaves, and he had 
the pain of seeing the unhappy captives brought in 
on such occasions, and some of them in a wounded 
state. Among them were many women and chil-» 
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dren, and the women were in great afSiction. . He 
saw also the king of Barbesin send out his partiei 
on expeditions of a similar kind, and he saw them 
return with slaves. The king, had been made 
intoxicated on purpose, by the French agents, or 
he would never have consented to the measure. 
He stated also, that iji consequence of the tempta- 
tions held out by slave-vessels coming upon the 
coast, the natives seized one another in the night, 
when they found opportunity ; and even invited 
others to their houses, whom they treacherously 
detained, and sold at these times : so that every 
enormity was practised in Africa, in consequenci 
of the existence of the trade. These specific in- 
stances made a proper impression upon the lords 
of the council in their turn: for Dr. Spaarman 
was a man of high character ; he possessed the 
confidence of his sovereign ; he had no interest 
whatever in giving his evidence on this subject, 
either on one or the other side ; his means of in- 
formation too had been large ; he had also record- 
ed the facts which had come before him, and he 
had his journal, written in the French language, 
to produce. The tide therefore, which had run 
so strongly against us, began now to turn a little 
in our favor. 

While these examinations were going on, peti- 
tions continued to be sent to the House of Com- 
mons, from various parts of the kingdom. No less 
than one hundred and three were presented in 
this session. The city of London, though she was 
drawn the other way by the cries of commercial 
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interest, made a sacrifice to humanity and justice. 
The two universities applauded her conduct by 
their own example. Large manufacturing towns 
and whole counties expressed their sentiments and 
wishes in & similar manner. The Establislied 
Church in separate dioceses, and' the Quakers 
and other dissenters, as separate religious bodies, 
joined in one voice upon this occasion. 

The committee in the interim were not unmind- 
ful of the great work they had undertaken, and 
they continued to forward it in its different depart- 
ments. They kept up a communication by letter 
with the most of the worthy persons who have 
been mentioned to have written to them, but par- 
ticularly with Brissot and Claviere, from whom 
they had the satisfaction of learning, that a society 
had at length been established at Paris for the 
AboUtion of the Slave-trade in France. The 
learned Marquis de Condorcet had become the 
president of it. The virtuous Due de la Roche- 
foucauld, and the Marquis de la Fayette, had 
sanctioned it by enrolling their names as the two 
first members. Petion, who was placed afterwards 
among the mayors of Paris, followed. Women 
also were not thought unworthy of being honorary 
and assistant members of this humane institution ; 
and among these were found the amiable Mar- 
chioness of la Fayette, Madame de Poivre, widow 
of the late intendant of the Isle of France, and 
Madame Necker, wife of the first minister of state. 

The new correspondents, who voluntarily offer- 
ed their services to the committee during the first 
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part of the period now under conBideratioii, were, 
8. Whitcomb, Esq., of Gloucester ; the rererend 
D. WatMO, of MiddleUm Tyas, TorkBhire ; John 
Murlin, Esq., of High Wycomb ; Charles CdiliiiB, 
Esq., of Swansea ; Henry Tudor, Esq., of Shef- 
field; the reverend John Hare of Lmcdn ; Samuel 
Tooker, Esq., of Moorgate, near Rotherham ; the 
reverend G. Walker, and Francis Wakefield, Esq., 
of Nottingham ; the reverend Mr. Hepworth, of 
Burton-upon-Trent ; the reverend H. Dannett, of 
St. John's, Liverpool ; the reverend Dr. Oglander, 
of New College, Oxford ; the reverend H. Coul- 
thurst, of Sidney College, Cambridge ; R. Selfe, 
Esq., of Cirencester ; Morris Birkbeck, of Han- 
ford, Dorsetshire ; William Jepson, of Lancaster ; 
B. Kaye, of Leeds ; John Patison, Esq., of Pais- 
ley ; J. E. Dolben, Esq., of Northamptonshire ; the 
reverend Mr. Smith, of Wendover ; John Wilkin- 
son, Esq., of Woodford ; Samuel Milford, Esq., of 
Exeter ; Peter Lunel, Esq., treasurer of the com- 
mittee at Bristol ; James Pemberton, of Phila- 
delphia ; and the president of the society at New 
York. 

The letters from new correspondents during the 
latter part of this period were the following : — 

One from Alexander Alison,^ Esq., of Edin- 
burgh, in which he expressed it to be his duty to 
attempt to awaken the inhabitants of Scotland to 
a knowledge of the monstrous evil of the Slave- 
trade, and to form a committee there to act m 
union with that of London, in carrying the great 
object of their institution into effect. 
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Another from ElhMian Winchester, offering the 
committee one hundried of bis sermons, which he 
had preached against the Slave-trade, in Fairfax 
county in Virginia, so early as in the year 1774*. 

Another from Dr. Frossard, of Lyons, in which 
he offered ^his services for the south of France, 
and desired different publications to be sent him, 
that he might be better qualified to take a part in 
the promotion of the cause. 

Another from professor Brun^, of Helmstadt in 
Germany, in which he desired to know the par- 
ticulars relative to the institution of the com- 
mittee, as many thousands upon the continent 
were then beginning to feel for the sufferings of 
the oppressed African race. 

Another from reverend James Manning, of Ex- 
eter, in which he stated himself to be authorized 
by the dissenting ministers of Devon and Corn- 
wall, to express their high approbation of the con- 
duct of the committee, and to offer their services 
in the promotion of this great work of humanity 
and religion. 

Another from William Senhouse, Esq., of the 
island of Barbadoes. In this he gave the par- 
ticulars of two estates, one of them his own and 
the other belonging to a nobleman, upon each of 
which the slaves, in consequence of humane treat- 
ment, had increased by natural population only. 
Another effect of this humane treatment, had 
been, that these slaves were among the most 
orderly and tractable in that island. From these 
and other instances he argued, that if the planters 
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would, all of tbem, take proper care of their sl&vefl, 
their humaaity would he repaid in s few years 
by a valuable increase in their property, and they 
would never want supplies from a traffic, which 
had been so justly condemned. 

Two others, the one from Travers Hartley, and 
the other from Alexander Jaffi-ay, esquires, both 
of Dublin, were read. These gentlemen sent cer- 
taan resolutions, which had been agreed upon by 
the chamber of commerce and by the guild of 
merchants tfiere relative to the abolition of the 
Slave-trade. They rejoiced in the name of those, 
whom they representedy that Ireland had been un- 
spotted by a traffic, which they h^ld in such deep 
abhorrence, and promised, if it should be abolished 
in England, to take the most active measures to 
prevent it from finding an asylum in the ports of 
that kingdom. 

The letters of William Senhouse, and of Tra- 
vers Hartley, and of Alexander Jaffi*ay, >e8quires, 
were ordered to be presented to the committee 
of privy council, and copies of them to be left 
there. 

The business of the committee having almost 
daily increased within this pe^riod. Dr. Baker, and 
Bennet Lan^ton, esquire, who were the two first 
to assist me in my early labors, and who have 
been mentioned among the forerunners and coad- 
jutors of the cause, were elected members of it. 
Dr. Kippis also was added to the list. 

The honorary and corresponding members 
elected within the same period, were the Dean 
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of Middleham, T. W. Coke, esquire, member of 
Parliament, of Holkham in Norfolk, and the rev* 
erend William Leigb, who h^is been before men- 
tioned, of Little Plumstead in tbe %ame county. 
The latter had published several valuable letters 
in the public papers under the signature of Afri- 
canus. These had excited great notice, and done 
much good. The"* worthy authfor had now col- 
lected them into a publication, and had offered 
the profits of it to the, committee. Hence this 
mark ^f their respect; was conferred upon him. 

The committee ordered a new edition of three 
thousand of the Dean of Mifldleham's , Letters to 
be^ pHnted. Haying approved -of a manuscript 
written by Jantes Field Stanfifeld, a marifler, con- 
taining observations upon a voyage which hp had 
lately made to the coast of Africa for slajres, they 
ordered three thousand of these to be printed also. 
By this time the subject hajiring be^n much talked 
of, and many doubts and difficulties having been 
thrown in the way of the abolition by persons in- 
terested in the continuance of the trade, Mr. Ram- 
say who has been often isi^ honorably mentioned, 
put down upon paper all the objections which 
were then handed about, and also those answers 
to each, which he was qualified from his superior 
knowledge of the subject to suggest. This he 
did^ that the members of the legislatdre might 
see the more intricate parts of the question tan- 
ravelled, and that they might not be imposed 
upon by the spurious argugients which were then 
in circulation concerning it. Observing also the 
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poisonous effect which The Scriptural Researches 
on the Licitjiess of the Slave-trade had ptoduced 
upon the tnindsof many, he. wrote an answer o& 
aqsipjtural gronnds to that pamphlet. These works 
w«0e sent to the press, and three thousand copies 
of each of them were ordered to be struck ofil 

The committee in thefr arrangement of the 
distributioi^ of their hooks, ordered Newton'a 
Thoughts, and Ramsay's Objections and Answers, 
to be sent to each m»mp^r of both houses of 
Parliai»ent. . -^ 

f 

. They appoinled also three sub-committees for 
different f)urposes': one to draw up such facts and 
•iguments respecting the' SUve-trade, with a View 
of beiqg^translated into other IsingUages, ad should 
give (orejgners: a suitable knowledge of the sub- 
ject ; another to prepare- an answer to certafn false 
reports which had been spread relative to the ob- 
joct of their* institution^and to procure an insertion 
of it in the daily papers ; and a third to draw up 
rules for the government of the Society. 

By the latter end of the month of March, there 
was an anxious expectation in the public, not- 
withstanding the privy council had taken up the 
subject, that some notice should be taken in the 
lower house of Parliament of the numerous peti- 
tions which had been presented there. There was 
the same 'expectation in many of the members of 
it themselves. Lord Penrhyn, one of the repre- 
Bentatives for Liverpool, and a planter also, had 
anticipated this notice^ by moving for such papers 
relative to ships employed, goods exported, ph>» 
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duce imported, and duties upon the same, as would 
show the. vast value of the trade, which it was in 
contemplation to abolish. But at this time Mr. 
Wilberforce was ill, and unable to gratify the ex- 
pectations which had been thus apparent. The 
comntiittee, there/ore, who partook of the anxiety 
of -the pirtilv^, i^new not what to do. They saw 
itikt two-thirds ot the session had already passed. 
They saw no hope of Mr. Wilberforce's recovery 
for some time. Rumors too were afloat, that 
other members, of whose plans they knew noth- 
ing, and who might even 4nake emancipation 
their qliject, would introduce the business into the 
house. Thus sitilated, they waited as patiently 
as th^ could till thb ei|fhdk of April,* when they 
resolved iq write to Mr* Wilberforce, to explain to 
him their fears and wMie%and:'to submit it lo his 
consideration, whether,^ if he were unable himi> 
self, he would appoint some one, in whom he could 
cooMe, to make some motion in Parliament on 
the stibject. ^ 

But the publre expectation became now daily 
more visible. The inlia'bitants of Manchestei;'' 
many of whom had signed the petition for thiU 
place, became impMient and they appointed Tho- 
mas •WaiDcefr and Thomas Gooper, esquires, ail 
their delegates, to proceed to Ciondon to communi- 
cate with the committee on this' subject, to assist 
them in their deliberations upon it, and to give 

* Brissot attended in person «t this committee in Us way to 
America, which it was then an object with him to visit 
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their attendance while it was tinder discussion by 
the legislature. 

At the time of, the arrival of the delegates, who 
were received as such by the committee, a letter 
came from Bath, in which* it was stated that Mr. 
Wilberforce's health was ih such a precarious 
state, that his physicians dared not aliens him «to 
read apy letter, which related t6 the subject, tf^ 
the Slave-trade. ^ - '■■■■, "J 

The commiHee were now again at a loss^how 
to act, when they were reUeved from this doubt- 
ftd situOition by a mesisage from Mfn Pitt, who 
desired a conference with their chairman.. Mn 
Sharp accordingly went and on'Ue retufti lAfide 
the (bUowifig" report': ^Heliad a f6ll opportunity,**, 
he sai^, ^^ of explainfti^ to Mr. Pitt that the desire 
of tti^ committer went, to the entire abolitioo-^f 
tlie Slavcrtrade. Mr.-Fitt abjured hihi that, kis 
heart was w^ith the committee ad io this object, 
and ^that . he considered himself pledgeH to Mr. 
Wilberforce, that the cause stpuld not sustain any 
injiiry from his indisposition ; but at the same 
time observed, th^t thjB subject was of great poU^ 
ical importance,' and it was requisite to proceed 
in it with temper, and prudence. He did not 
af^rehend, as the examinations before the privy 
council would yet take up some time, that the 
subject could be fully investigated in the present 
session of Parliament ; but said he would consider 
whether the forms of the house would admit of 
any measures, that would be obligatory on them 
to take it up early in the ensuing session.** 
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In about a week after this coDference, Mr. 
Morton Pitt was deputed by the minister to 
write to th^ comn^ittee, to say that he had found 
precedeivts for such a motion as he conceived to 
be proper, ajid that he would submit it to the 
House of Commons in a few days. 

At the next meeting, which was on the sixth 
of May, and at which Major Cartwright and the 
Manchester delegates assisted, Mr. Morton Pitt 
attended as a member of the committee, and said 
that the minister had fixed his motion for the 
ninth. It was then resolved that deputations 
should be sent to some of the leading members 
of Parliament, to request their support of the ap- 
proaching motion. I was included in one of these, 
and in that which was to wait upon Mr. Fox. 
We were received by him in a friendly 'manner. 
On putting the questioi to him, which related to 
the object of our mission, Mr. Fox paused for a 
little while, as if in the act of deliberation ; when 
he assured us unequivocp.lly, and in language 
which could not be misunderstood, that he would 
support the object of the committee to its fullest 
extent, being convinced that there was no remedy 
for the evil, but in the total abolition of the trade. 

A( length, the ninth, or the day fixed upon, ar- 
rived, when this important subject was to be men- 
tioned in the House of Commons for the first time,* 

* David Hartley made a motion some years before in the same 
house, as has been shown in a former part of this work, but this 
was only to establish t proposition, that the Slave-trade was con- 
tiiiy to the laws of God and the rights of man. 
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with a view to the public discussion of • it It is 
impossible for me to give within the narrow limiti 
of this work all that was then said upon it^; and 
yet as the debate, which ensued, was 4h« first 
which took place upon it, I should feel uiexcu»-t 
able if I were not to take some notice of it. 

Mr. Pitt rose. He said he intended to move a 
resolution relative to a subject, which was of more 
importance than any which had ever been agitated 
in that house. This honor he should not have 
had, but for a circumstance, which be could not 
but deeply regret, the severe indisposition of his 
friend, Mr. Wilberforce, in whose hands every 
measure, which belonged to justice, humanity and 
the national interest, was peculiarly well placed. 
The subject in question was no less than that of 
the Slave-trade. It was obvious from the great 
number of petitions, which had been presented 
concerning it, how much it had engaged the pub- 
lic attention, and consequently how much it de- 
served the serious notice of that house, and hqiw 
. much it became their duty to take some meastiJte 
concerning it. But whatever was done on such a 
subject, every one would agree ought to be done 
with the maturest deliberation, l^wo opibions 
hftd prevailed without doors, as appeared from the 
language of the different petitions. It had been 
pretty generally thought that the African Slave- 
trade ought to be abolished. There were others, 
however, who thought that it only stood in need* 
of regulations. But all had agreed that it ought 
not to remain as it stood ti present. But that 
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measure, which it might be the most proper to 
take, could only, be discovered by a cod, patient, 
and diligent examination of the subject in all its 
circumstances, relations and consequences. ' This 
had induced him to form an opinion, that the 
present was not the proper time for discussing it ; 
for the session was now far advanced, and there 
was also a Wttnt of proper materials for the full 
information of the hoi^e. It would, he thought, 
be better discussed, when it might produce some 
useful debate, and wh0h that inquiry, which had 
been instituted by his majesty's ministers, (he 
meant the examination by a comioktee of privy 
council,) should be brought to such a state of 
maturity, as to make it lit that the result of it 
should be laid before the house. That inquiry, 
be trusted, would facilitate their investigation, 
and enable them the better to proceed to a decision, 
which should be equally founded on principles of 
humanity, justice and sound policy. As there 
was not a probability of reaching so desirable an 
end in the present state of the business, he meant 
to move a resolution to pledge the house to the 
discusden of the question early in the next ses- 
okm. If by that time bis honorable friend should 
be recovered, which he hoped would be the case, 
then he (Mr. Wilberforce) would take the lead in 
it ; but should it unfortunately happen otherwise, 
ihhn he (the chancellor of the exchequer) pledged 
himself to bring forward some proposition con- 
eeiiiing it. The house, however, would observe, 
that he had studiously avoided giving any opinion 
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of his own on this great suKject. He thought it 
wiser to defer this till the time of tjo^ discussion 
should arrive. He concluded with moving after 
having read ibe nam'es of the places from whence 
the different petitions had come, ^^That this house 
will, early in the next session of FarliamenX pro- 
ceed to take into consideration the circumstances 
of the Slave-trade complained of in the said peti- 
tions, and what may be fit to be done thereupoik" 
Mr. Fox began by observing, that he had- long 
taken an interest in this^ g];eat subject, which be 
had also minutely examined, and that it was tiis 
intention to l|||ve brought sometk^ing forward hihU' 
self in Parliament respecting it : but when he 
heard that Mr. Wilberforce had resolved to take 
it up, he was unaffectedly rejoiced, not only know- 
ing the purity of his principles and character, but 
because, from a variety of considerations as to 
the situations in which different men stood in 
the house, there was something that made him 
honestly think it was better that the business 
should be in the hands of that gentleman, than in 
his own. Having premised this, he said that, as 
so many petitions, andibese signed by such num- 
bers of persons of the most respectable character 
had been presented/he was sorry that it had been 
found impossible that the subject of them could 
be taken up this year and more particularly as he 
was not able to see, as the chaoeellor of the ets- 
chequer had done, that there were circumstances, 
which might happen by the next year, which 
would make it more* advisable and advantagewa 
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to take it up then, than it would have heen to 
enter upon it in the present seaiion. For certainly 
there could be bo information laid before the 
house, through the medium of the lords of the 
council, which. could not more advantageously 
have been obtained by themselves, had they in- 
stituted a similar inquiry. It was their duty to 
advise the king, and not to ask his advice. This 
the constitution had laid down as one of its most 
esj^ntial principles ; and though in the present 
instance he saw no cause for blame, because he 
was persuaded his majesty's ministers had not 
acted with any ill intention, it was still a principle 
never to be departed from, because it never could 
be departed from without establishing a precedent 
which might lead to very serioue abuses. He 
lamented that the privy council, who had received 
no petitions from the people on the subject, should 
have instituted an inquiry, and that the House 
of Commons, the table of which had been loaded 
with petitions from various parts of the kingdom, 
should not have instituted any inquiry at.all. He 
hoped these petitions would have a fair discussion 
in that house, independently of any information 
that could be given to it by his majesty's ministers. 
He urged again the superior advantages of an in- 
quiry into such a subject, carried on within those 
walls, over any inquiry carried on by the lords of 
the council. In inquiries carried on in that house, 
they had the bene^t of every circumstance of pub- 
licity ; which was a most material behefit indeed, 
and that which of all others made the manner of 
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conducting the parliamentary proceedings of GreM 
Britain the envy atid the admiration of the world. 
An inquiry there was better than an inquiry in any 
other place, however respectable the persons be- 
fore and by* whom it was carried on. There, all 
that could be said for the' abolition or against it 
might be said. In that house, every relative fact 
would have been produced, no information would 
have been withheld, no circumstances would have 
been omitted, which was necessary for elucida- 
tion ; nothing would have been kept back. He 
was sorry therefore that the consideration of the 
question, but more particularly where so much 
human suffering was concerned, should ,be put 
off to another. session, when it was obvious that no 
advantage could be gained by the delay. ^ 

He then adverted 10 the secrecy, which the 
chancellor of the exchequer had observed relative 
to his own opiqion on this important subject. Why 
did he refusfJ- to give it ? Had Mr. Wilberforce 
been present, the house would have had a great 
advantage in this respect, because doubtless he 
would have stated in what view he saw the sub- 
ject, and in a general way described the nature 
of the project he meant to propose. But now they 
were kept in the dark as to the nature of any 
plan, till the next session. The chancellor of the 
' exchequer had indeed said, that it had been a 
very general opinion that the African Slave-trade 
should be abolished. He had<«said again, that 
others had not gone so far, but had given it as 
their opinion, that it required to be revised and 
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Kgulated. But why did he not give his own eehti- 
nents boldly to the world on this great question 1 
As for himself, he (Mr. Fox) had no scruple to 
declare at the, outset, that the Slave-trade ought 
not to be regulated, but destroyed. To this opinion 
his mind was made up ; and he was persuaded 
that, the more the subject was considered, the 
more his opinion would gain ground : and it would 
be admitted, that to consider it in any other man- 
ner, or on any other principles than those of hu- 
manity and justice, would be idle and absurd. 
If there were any such men, and he did not know 
but that there were those, who, led away by local 
and interested considerations, thought the Slave- 
trade might still continue under certain modifica- 
tions, these were the dupes of error, and mistook 
what they thought their interest, for what he 
would unedrtake to convince them was their loss. 
Let suck men only hear the case further, and they 
would find the result to be, that a cold-hearted 
policy was folly, when it opposed the great prin- 
ciples of humanity and justice. 

He concluded by saying that he would not 
oppose the resolution, if other members thought it 
best to postpone the consideration of the subject ; 
but he should have been better pleased, if it had 
been discussed sooner ; and he certainly reserved 
to himself the right of voting for any question 
upon it that should be brought forward by any 
other member in the course of the present session. 

The chancellor of the exchequer said, that 
nothing he had heard had satisfied him of the 
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propriety of departing from the rule he had laid 
down for himself, of not offering, but of studiously 
avoiding to offer, any opinion upon the subject 
till the time should arrive when it could be fully 
argued. He thought that no discussion, which 
could take place that session, could lead to any 
useful measure, and therefore he had wished not 
to argue it till the whole of it could be argued. 
A day would come, when every member would 
have an opportunity of stating his opinion ; and 
he wished it might be discussed with a proper 
spirit on all sides, on fair and liberal principles, 
and without any shackles from local and inter- 
ested considerations. 

With regard to the inquiries instituted before 
the committee of privy council, he was sure, as 
soon as it became obvious that the subject must 
undergo a discussion, it was the duty of his ma- 
jesty's ministers \o set those inquiries on foot, 
• which should best enable them to judge in what 
manner they could meet or offer any proposition 
respecting the Slave-trade. And although such 
previous examinations by no means went to de- 
prive that house of its undoubted right to institute 
those inquiries, or to preclude them, they would 
be found greatly to facilitate them. But, exclu- 
sive of this consideration, it would have been 
utterly impossible to have come to any discussion 
of the subject, that could have been brought to a 
conclusion in the course of the present session. 
Did the inquiry then before the privy council 
prove a loss of time ? So far from it, that, upon 
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tlie whole, time had been gained by it. He had 
knoved the resolution, therefore, to pledge the house 
to bring on the discussion early in the next session, 
when they would have a full opportunity of con- 
sidering every part of the subject : first, Whether 
the whole of the trade ought to be abolished; and, 
if so, how and when. If it should be thought 
that the trade should only be put under certain 
regulations, what those regulations ought to be, 
and when they should take place. These were 
questions which must be considered ; and there- 
fore he had made his resolution as wide as possi- 
ble, that there might be room for all necessary 
considerations to be taken in. He repeated his 
declaration, that he would reserve his sentiments, 
till the day of discussion should amve ; and again 
declared, that he earnestly wished to avoid an 
anticipation of the debate upon the subject. But 
if such debate was likely to take place, he would 
withraw his motion, and offer it another day. 

A few words then passed between Mr; Pitt and 
Mr. Fox in reply to each other ; after which lord 
. Penrhyn rose. He said there were two classes of 
men, the African merchants, and the planters, 
both whose characters had been grossly calum- 
niated. These wished that an inquiry might be 
instituted, and this immediately, conscious that 
the more their conduct was examined the less they 
would be found to merit the opprobrium with 
which they had been loaded. The charges against 
the Slave-trade were either true or false. If they 
were true, it ought to be abolished ; but if upon 
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inquiry they were found to be without fouadalion, 
justice ought to be done to the reputation of those 
who were concerned in it» He then said a fev 
words, by which he signified, that, aftei all^ it 
might not be an improper measure to make regu- 
lations in the trade. 

Mr. Burke said, the noble lord, who was a man 
.of honor himself, had reasoned from his own con- 
duct, and being conscious of his own integrity, 
was naturally led to imagine that other men were 
equally just • and honorable. Undoubtedly the 
merchants and planters had a right to call f(»r an 
investigation of their conduct, and their doing so 
did them great credit. The Slave-trade also ought 
equally to be inquired into. Neither did he deny 
tdat itwas.rifirht his majesty's ministers should 
inquire inU> its merits for themselves. They had 
done their duty ; but that house, who had the pe- 
titions of the people on their table, had neglected 
it, by having so long deferred an inquiry of their 
own. If that house wished to preserve their 
functions, their understandings, their honor, and 
their dignity, he advised them to beware of com- 
mittees of privy council. If they suffered their 
business to be done by such means, they were^ab- 
dicating their trust and character, and making 
way for an entire abolition of their functions, which 
they were parting with one after another. . Thus 

Star after star goes oti^ and all is night 

If they neglected the petitions of their constitu* 
ents, they must fall, and the privy council b^ 
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instituted in their stead. What would be the con- 
sequence % His majesty's ministers, instead of con- 
sulting them, and giving them the opportunity of 
exercising their functions of deliberation and legis- 
lation, would modify the measures of government 
elsewhere, and bring down the edicts of the privy 
council to them to. register. Mr. Burke said, he 
was one of those who wished for the abolition of 
the Slave-trade. He thought it ought to be abol- 
ished, on principles of humanity and justice. If, 
however, opposition of interests should render its 
total abolition impossible, it ought to be regulated, 
and that immediately. They need not send to the 
West Indies to know the opijiions.of the planters 
on the subject. They were to considi^r first of all, 
and abstractedly from all politics^L^ersonal, and 
local considerations, that the Slave-tjcade was di- 
rectly contrary to the principles of humanity and 
justice, and to the spirit of the British constitu- 
tion ; and that the state of slavery, which followed 
it, however mitigated, was a state so improper, 
80 degrading, and so ruinous to the feelings and 
capacities of human nature, that it ought not to 
be^ suffered to exist. He deprecated delay in this 
business, as well for the sake of the planters as 
of the slaves. 

Mr. Ga^coyne, the other member for Liverpool, 
said he had no objection that the discussion should 
stand over to the next session of Parliament, pro- 
vided it could not come on in the present, because 
he was persuaded it would ultimately be found 

that his constituents^ who were more immediately 
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concerned in the trade, and who had been so 
shamefully calumniated, were men of respectable 
character. He hoped the privy council would 
print their report when they had brought their 
inquiries to a conclusion, and that they would 
lay it before the house and the public, in order to 
enable all concerned to form a judgment of what 
was proper to be done relative to the subject, next 
session. With respect, however to the total abo- 
lition of the Slave-trade, he must confess that such 
a measure was both unnecessary, visionary, and 
impracticable ; but he wished some alterations or 
modifications to be adopted* He hoped that, 
when the house came to go into the general ques- 
tion, they would not forget the trade, commerce, 
and navigation,of the country. 

Mr. RoUe said, he had received instructions 
from his constituent to inquire if the grievances, 
which had been fidleged to result from the Blave- 
trade, wqre well founded, and, if it should appear 
that .they were, to assist in applying a remedy. 
He was glad the discussion had been put off till 
next session, as it would give all of them an op- 
portunity of considering the subject with more 
mature deliberation. 

Mr. Martin desired to say a few words only. 
He put the case, that, supposing the slaves were 
treated ever so humanely, when they were carried 
to the West Indies, what compensation could be 
made them for being torn from their nearest re- 
lations, and from every thing that was dear to 
them in life } He hoped no political advantage; 
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po national expediency, would be allowed to weigh 
in the scale against the eternal rules of moral rec- 
titude. As for himself, he had no hesitation to 
declare, in this early stage of the business, that 
he should think himself a wicked wretch if he 
did not do every thing in his power to put a stop 
to the Slave-trade. 

Sir William Dolben said, that he did not then 
wish to enter into the discussion of the general 
question of the abolition of the Slave-trade, which 
the chancellor of the exchequer was so desirous 
of postponing ; but he wished to say a few words 
on what he conceived to be a most crying evil, 
and which might be immediately remedied, with- 
out infringing upon the Umits of that question. 
He did not allude to the sufferings of the poor 
Africans in their own country, nor afterwards in 
the West India islands, but to that intermediate 
state of tenfold misery which thiey underwent in 
their transportation. When put on board the ships^ 
the poor unhappy wretches were chained to each * 
other, hand and foot, and stowed so close, that 
they were not allowed above a foot and a half for 
each individual in breadth. Thus crammed to- 
gether like herrings in a barrel, they contracted 
putrid and fatal disorders ; so that they who came 
to inspect them in a morning, had occasionally to 
pick dead slaves out of their rows, and to unchain 
their carcasses from the bodies of their Wretched 
fellow-sufferers, to whom they had been fastened. 
Nor was it merely to the slaves that the baneful 
effects of the contagion thus created were confined^ 
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This contagion affected the ships' crews, and num- 
bers of the seamen employed in the horrid traffic 
perished. This evil, he said, called aloud for a 
remedy, and that remedy ought to be applied soon, 
otherwise no less than ten thousand lives might be 
lost between this and the next session. He wish- 
ed therefore this grievance to &e taken into con- 
sideration, independently of the general question ; 
and that some regulations, such as restraining the 
captains from taking above a certain number of 
slaves on board, according to the size of their ves- 
sels, and obliging them to let in fresh air, and pro- 
vide better accommodation for the slaves during 
their passage, should be adopted. 

Mr. Young wished the consideration of the whole 
subject to stand over to the next session. 

Bir James Johnstone, though a planter, pro- 
fessed himself a friend to the abolition of the 
Slave-trade. He said it was highly necessary that 
the house should do something respecting it ; but 
whatever was to be done should be done soon, as 
delay might be productive of bad consequences in 
the islands. 

Mr. L. Bmith stood up a zealous advocate for 
the abolition of the Slave-trade. He said thai 
even lord Penrhyn and Mr. Gascojoie, the mem- 
bers for Liverpool, had admitted the evil of it to a 
certain extent ; for regulations or modifications, in 
which they seemed to acquiesce, were imneces- 
sary where abuses did not really exist. 

Mr. Grigby thought it 'his duty to declare, 
that no privy counc4#ffj^, or other mode of 
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examination, could influence him. A traffic in the 
persons of men was so odious, that it ought every 
where, as soon as ever it was discovered, to be 
abolished. 

Mr. Bastard was anxious that the house should 
proceed to the discussion of the subject in the 
present session. The whole country, he said, 
had petitioned ; and was it any satisfaction to the 
country to be told, that the committee of privy 
council were inquiring 1 Who knew any thing of 
what was doing by the committee of privy council, 
' or what progress they were making ? The inquiry 
ought to have been instituted in that house, and 
in the face of the public, that every body con^ 
cerned might know what was going on. The 
numerous petitions of the people ought immedi- 
ately to be attended to. He reprobated delay on 
this occasion ; and as the honorable baronet. Sir 
William Dolben, had stated facts which were 
shocking to humanity, he hoped he would move 
that a committee might be appointed to inquire 
into their existence, that a remedy might be ap- 
plied, if possible, before the sailing of the next 
ships for Africa. 

Mr. Whitbread professed himself a strenuous 
advocate for the total and immediate abolition 
of the Slave-trade. It was contrary to nature, 
and to every principle of justice, humanity, and 
religion. 

Mr. Pelham stated, that he had very maturely 
considered the subject of the Slave-trade ; and had 
]it not known that the business was in the hands 
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of an honorable mem^r (whose absence from the 
house, and the cause of it, no man lamented 
more sincerely than he did) he should have ven- 
tured to propose something concerning it himself. 
If it should be thought that the trade ought not 
to be entirely done away, the sooner it was regif> 
lated the better. He had a plan for this purpose, 
which appeared to him to be likely to produce 
some salutary effects. He wished to know if any 
such thing would be permitted to be proposed in 
the course of the present session. 

The chancellor of the exchequer said he should 
be happy, if he thought the circumstances of the 
house were such as to enable them to proceed to 
an immediate discussion^ of the question ; but as 
that did not appear, from the reasons he had 
before stated, to be the case, he could only assure 
the honorable gentleman, that the same motives 
which had induced him to propose an inquiry into 
the subject early in the next session of Parliament, 
would make him desirous of receiving any other 
light which could be thrown upon it. 

The question having been then put, the resolu- 
tion was agreed to unanimously. Thus ended the 
first debate that ever took place in the commons, 
on this important subject. This debate, though 
many of the persons concerned in it abstained cau- 
tiously from entering into the merits of the gene- 
ral question, became interesting, in consequence 
of circumstances attending it. Several rose up at 
once to give relief, as it were to their feelings by 
utterance ; but by so doing they were prevented^ 
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many of them, from being heard. They who were 
heard spoke with peculiar energy, as if warmed in 
an extraordinary manner by the subject. There 
was an apparent enthusiasm in behalf of the 
injured AMcans. It was supposed by some, that 
there was a moment, in which, if the chancellor 
of the exchequer had moved for an immediate 
abolition of the trade, he would have carried it 
that night ; and both he and others, who professed 
an attachment to the cause, were censured for not 
having taken a due advantage of the disposition 
which was so apparent. But independently of 
the inconsistency of doing this on the part of the 
ministry, while the privy council were in the 
midst of their inquiries, and of the improbability 
that the other branches of the legislature would 
have concurred in so hasty a measure ; what good 
would have accrued to the cause, if the abolition 
had been then carried ? Those concerned in the 
cruel system would never have rested quietly 
under the stigma under which they then labored. 
They would have urged, that they had been con- 
demned unheard. The merchants would have 
said, that they had had no notice of such ai^ event, 
that they might prepare a way for their vessels in 
other trades. The jpianters would have said, that 
they had had no time allowed them to provide 
such supplies from Africa as might enable them 
to keep up their respective stocks. They would, 
both of them, have called aloud for immediate 
indemnification. They would have decried the 
policy of the measure of the abolition ; and where 
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had it been proved 1 They would have demanded 
a reverse of it ; and might they not, in cooler mo- 
ments, have succeeded? Whereas, by entering 
into a patient discussion of the merits of the ques- 
tion ; by bringing evidence upon it ; by reasoning 
upon that evidence night after night, and year 
after year, and thus by disputing the ground inch 
as it were by inch, the abolition of the Slave-trade 
stands upon a rock, upon which it never can be 
ehaken. Many of those who were concerned in the 
cruel system have now given up their prejudices, 
because they became convinced in the contest 
A stigma too has been fixed upon it, which can 
never be erased : and in a large record, in which 
the cruelty and injustice of it have been recog- 
nised in indelible characters, its impolicy also has 
been eternally enrolled. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Continuation to tbs ioddli or Jolt.— Anzutt or Sn William 

POLBIN TO LS89XN THX HORBOBS or THB MIDDLI PAS8ASI TILL THl 
OB£AT QUBSTION SHOVLD BB DISCVSSBD— BBIlieS IN A BILL FOB THAT 
PUBPOSB-rOBBATB VPON IT— BVISBNCB^ BXAWNBD AOAIN8T IT— ITS 
nrCONSISTBNCT AND FAL8BH00DS— FVBTHBB PBBATB UPON IT— BILLS 
PA8SBD, AND CABBIBD TO THB LOBDS— YBXATIOVS DBLAT8 AND OPPOSI- 
TION THBBB— CABBIBD BACKWABD8 AND F0BWABD8 TO BOTH H01J8B»— 
AT I^NOTH FINALLY PASSED.^PBOCBBDINOS OF THB COMMITTBB IN 
. THB INTBRIM— BFFBCT8 OF THBM. 

It was supposed, after the debate, of which the 
substance has been just given, that there would 
have been no further discussion of the subject till 
the next year : but Sir William Dolben became 
more and more affected by those considerations 
which he had offered to the house on the ninth 
of May. The trade, he found,. was still to go on. 
The horrors of the transportation, or middle pas- 
sage, as it was called, which he conceived to be 
the worst in the long catalogue of evils belong- 
ing to the system, would of course accompany it. 
The partial discussion of these, he believed, would 
be no infringement of the late resolution of the 
house. He was desirous, therefore, of doing 
something in the course of the present session, by 
which the miseries of the trade might be dimin- 
ished as much as possible, while it lasted, or till 
the legislature could take up the whole of the 
question. This desire he mentioned to several of 
his friends ; and as these approved of his designs 
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he made it known on the twenty-first of May in 
the House of Coramons. 

He began by observing, that he would take up 
but little of their tinoi^ He rose to move for 
leave to bring in a bill for the relief of those un« 
bappy persons, the natives of Africa, from the 
hardships to which, they were usually exposed in 
their passage from the coast of Africa to the col- 
onies. He did not mean, by any regulations he 
might introduce for this purpose, to countenimce 
or sanction the Slave-trade, which, however mod- 
ified, would be always wicked and unjustifiable. 
Nor did be mean, by introducing these, to go into 
the general question which the house had pro* 
hibited. The bill which he had in contempllttton, 
went only to limit the number of persons to be 
put on board to the tonnage of the vessel which 
was. to cany them, in order to prevent them from 
being crowded too closely together ; to secure t6 
them good and sufficient provisions ; and to take 
cognizance of other matters, which related to their 
health and accommodation ; and this only till 
Parliament could enter into the general merits 
of the question. This humane interference he 
thought no member Would object to. Indeed^ 
those for Liverpool had both of them admitted, on 
the ninth of May, that regulations were desiraUe ; 
and he had since conversed with them, and was 
happy to learn that they would not oppose him 
en this occasion. 

. Mr. Whitbread highly approved of the object 
of the worthy bar<mety which was to. diminish the 
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eufimtigB of an unoffending people. Wfaaterir 
could be. done to relieve them in their hard sitoa- 
tiio% till Parliament oould take up the irhole of 
thek oasCt ought to be done hy men living in 4 
civilized country^ and profeesmg the Christian re- 
ligion : he therefore begged leave to second the 
motion which had been made: 

General Norton was sorry that he had not risen 
up sooner. He wished ta have seconded this 
humane motion himself. It had his most cordial 
4i{q[»obation. 

Mr. Burgess complimented the wort hy baronet 
on the honor he had dcme himself on this occasion, 
and^congriattulated the house on the good which 
tbey^were likely to do by acceding, as he was 
«ure they would, to his proposition. 

Mr. Jdiffe rose, and said that the motion in 
question should have his strenuous support. 

Mr. Gascoyne stated, that having understood 
from the honorable baronet that he meant only to 
remedy the evils, which were stated to exist in 
transporting the inhabitants of Africa to the West 
Indies, he had tdd him that he would not object 
to the introduction of such a bill. Shduld it how- 
ever interfere with the « general question, the dis-^ 
cussion of which had been prohibited, he would 
then oppose it. He must also reserve another case 
for his 0[^8ition ; and this would be, if the evik 
of which he took cognisance should appear not 
to have been well founded. He had written to 
his constituents to be made acquainted with Uiiii 
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circumstance, and he most be guided by them on 
the subject. 

Mr. Martin was surprised bow any person eonM, 
give an opposition to such a bill. Whatever were 
the merits of the great question, all would allow 
that, if human beings were to be transported across 
the ocean, they should be carried over it with 
little suffering as poseabie to themselves. 

Mr. Hamilton deprecated the subdivision of 
great and important question, which the house 
had reserved for another session. Every endeavor 
to meddle with one part of it, before the whole 
of it could be taken into consideration, looked 
rather as if it came from an enemy than ttomwL 
firiend. He was fearful that such a bill as this 
would' sanction a traffic, which should never be 
viewed but in a hostile light, or as repugnant to 
the feelings of our nature, and to the voice of our 
religion. " 

Lord Frederick Campbell was convinced that 
the postponing of all consideration of the subject 
till the next session was a wise measure. He 
was sure that neither the house nor the^ public were 
in a temper sufficiently cool to discuss it properly. 
There was a general warmth of feeling, or an 
enthusiasm about it, which ran away with the 
understandings of men, and disqualified them from 
judging soberly concerning it. He wished, thete^ 
fore, that the present motion might be deferred. 

Mr. William Smith said, that if the motion of 
the honorable baronet had trespassed upon th* 
great question reserved for consideration, he would 
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have oppbsed it himself; but he conceited the 
subject, which it comprehended, might with pro- 
priety be separately considered ; and if it were 
likely that a hundred, but much more a thousand^ 
lives would be saved by this bill, it was the duty 
of that house ta adopt it without delay. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, though he 
meant still to conceal his opinion as to the general 
merits of the question, could not be silent here. 
He was of opinion that he could very consistently 
.give this motion his support. There was a pos-' 
sibility (and a bare posmbility was a sufficient 
grow^ with' him) that in consequence of the reso- 
lutioQ lately come to by the house, and the temper 
then manifested in it, those persons who were con« 
cemed in the Slave-trade might put the natives 
of Africa in a worse situation, during their trans-r 
pOTtation to the Colonies, even than they were in 
before, by cramming additional numbers on'bbard 
their vessels^ in order to convey as many as posslUe 
to the West Indies before Parliament ultimately 
decided on the subject. The possibility, therefore, 
that such a consequence might grow out of their 
late resolution during the intervening months be^ 
tween the end of the present and the commence*- 
ment of the next session, was a good and sufficient 
parliamentary ground for them to provide imme^ 
diate means .to prevent the ^existence of such an 
eViL He considered this as an act of indispensable 
duty, and on that ground the bill should have his 
sufqport. , 
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Soon after this the question was put, and leate 
was given for the introduction of the^ bill. 
. An account, of these proceedings of the housii 
having been sent to the merchants of liverpiool, 
they held a meetih]g» and eame to resolutiims on 
the subject. They determined' to oppose the bill 
in every stage in which it should be brought for- 
ward, and what Was extraordinary, even the prin- 
ciple of it: Accordingly, between the twenty-first 
of May and the second of June, on which latter 
day the bill, having been previously read a seccmd 
Ume, was to be committed, petitions from inter- 
ested persons had been brought against it, and 
consent had been obtained^ that both counsel and 
evidence should be heard. 

The order of the day having been read on the 
second of June for the house to resolve itself inta 
a committee of the whole house, a discussion took 
place relative to the ipaanner in which the bumnes? 
was' to be conducted. This being over, the coun- 
sel began their observations ; and, as soon as they 
had finished, evidence was called to the bar in be- 
half of the petitions which had been delivered. 

From the second of June to the seventeenth the 
house continued to hear the evidence at intervals, 
but the members for Liverpool took every oppor- 
tunity of occasioning delay. They had recourse 
twice to counting out the house ; phd at another 
time, though complaint had been made of their 
attempts to^ procrastinate, they opposed the resum- 
ing of their own evidence with the same view, and 
this merely for the frivdous reason, that, though 



ABOLITION OF THE SLATE-TRADE. It7 

tkere was. then a suitable opportunity, notice had 
not been previously given. But in. this proceeding 
other members feeling indignant at their conduct, 
they were overruled. 

The witnesses brought by Che Liverpool mer- 
chants against this humane bill were the same as 
they had before sent for examination to the privy 
council, namely, Mr. Norris, lieutenant Matthews, 
and others. On the other side of the question it 
was not deemed expedient to bring any. It was 
soon perceived that it would be possible to refute 
the former out of their own mouths, and to do this 
seemed more eligible than to proceed in the other 
way. Mr. Pitt, however, took care to send cap- 
tain Parryj of the royal navy, to Liverpool, that he 
might tak^ the tonnage and internal dimensions 
of several slave-vessels, which were then there, 
supposing that these, when known, would enable 
the house to detect any misrepresentations, which 
the delegates from that town might be disposed 
to make upon this subject. 

It was the object of the witnesses, when exam- 
ined, to prove two things : first, that regulations 
were unnecessary, because the present mode of 
the transportation was sufficiently convenient f<Hr 
the objects of it, and was well adapted to preserve 
their comfort and their health. They had suffi- 
cient room, sufficient air, and sufficient provisions. 
When upon deck, they made merry and amused 
themselves with dancing. As to the^ mortality, cnt 
the lose of them by death in the course of their 
paflsage, it was trying. In shiNrt, the voyage 
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from Africa 'to the West Indies ^ was one of the 
happiest periods of a negro's life.** 

^con^y, that if the merchants were hindered 
from taking less than two full-eized, or three 
smaller Africans, to a ton, then the restriction 
would operate not as the regulation but as the 
utter ruin of the trade. Hence the present bill, 
under the specious mask of a teii^porary inter- 
ference, sought nothing less than its abolition. 

These, assertions having been severally made, 
by the former of which it was insinuated that the 
African, unhappy in his own country, found in the 
middle passage,* under the care of the merchants^ 
little less than an Elysian retreat, it was now 
proper to institute a severe inquiry into the fmth 
of them. Mr. Pitt, Sir Charles Middileton, Ifr.. 
William Smith, and Mr. Beaufoy, took a conspie* 
uous part on the occasion, but particularly the two 
latter, to whom much praise was due for the con* 
stant attention they bestowed upon this subject 
Question after question was put by these to the wit- 
nesses ; and from their own mouths they dragged 
out, by means of a cross-examination as severe as 
could be well instituted, the following melancholy 
account : 

Every slave, whatever his size might be, was 
found to have only five feet and six inches in 
length, and sixteen inches in breadth, to lie in« 
The floor was covered with bodies stowed or 
packed according to this allowance. But between 
the flo(Nr and the deck or ceiling were often pfauU 
forms or broad shelves in the midway, which wera 
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covered with bodies ako. The height ftcm the 
fleor to the ceiling^ within which spacer the bodies 
on the floor and those on the platforms lay, seldom 
exceeded five feet eight inches, and in soode cases 
it did not exceed four feet. 

The men were chained two and two together 
by their hands and feet, and were chained also hj 
means of ring-bolts, which were fitstened to the 
deck. They were confined in this manner at least 
all the time they remained upon the coast, which 
was from six weeks to six months as it might 
happen. 

Their allowance consisted of one pint of water 
a day to each person, and they were fed twice a 
day with yams and horse-beans. 

After meals they jumped up in their ircms for 
. exercise. This was so necessary for their healthy 
that they were whipiped if they refused to do it. 
And this jumping had been termed dancing. 

They were usually fifteen and sixteen hours 
below deck out of the twenty-four. In rainy 
weather they could not be brought up for two or 
. three days together. If the ship was full, their 
situation was then distressing. They sometimes 
drew their breath with anxious and laborious 
efforts, and some died of suffocation. 

With respect to* their health in these vbyages, 
the mortality, where the African constitution was 
the strongest, or on the windward coast, was only 
about five in a hundred. In thirty-five voyages^ 
an account of which was produced, about m± in 
a hundred was the average number lost. But this 
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loss wae still greater at Calabar and Bofmy» wUdi 
ware the greatest markets for davee* ThiB bxi, 
too, did not include tboae who died, either whik 
the vesads were lying upon the coast, or after 
their arrival in. the West Indies, <tf the disordoBB . 
which they had ccmtracted upon (he Toymge. 
Three and four in a hundred hai-lMttn known 
to die in this latter case. y^ 

But besides these facts, which were liirced eat 
of the witnesses by means of the croes-exaininatioii 
which took fdace, they were detected in yarioos 
falsehoods. ^ . 

They had asserted that the ships in this trade 
were peojdiariy. eonstructed, or differently fiom 
others^ in order that they might carry a greaC 
number of persons with convenience; whereas, 
, captain Parry asserted that out of the twenty- 
six, which he had seep, ten only had been btdk 
expressly for this employ. 

They had stated the average height between 
decks at about five feet and four inches. But 
captain Parry showed, that o.ut of the nine he 
measured, the height in four of the smallest was 
only four feet eight inches, and the average height 
in all of them was but five feet two. 

They had asserted that vessels under two hun> 
dred tons had no platforms. But by his acoounC 
the four Just mentioned were of this tranage^ 
and yet all of them had platforms either wholly 
or in part. 

On other points they were found both to con- 
tradict themselves undone another. They had 
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ttffsortod,' as before mentioned, that if they were 
rMtricted to less than two foil-grown slaves to a 
ton, the trade would be ruined; Bat in examin- 
ing into the particulars of nineteen vessels, which 
tkey produced themselves, five oi them only had 
c^goes equal to the proportion which they stated 
to be necessiay to the existence of the trade. The 
other fourteen carried a less number of slaves (and 
Ihey might have taken more on board if they had 
pleased) : so that the average number in the nine- 
teen was but one man and four-fifths to a ton, or 
ten in a hundred below their lowest standard.* 
One ag^in said, that no inconvenience arose in 
consequence of the narrow space dowed to each 
individual in these voyages. Another said, that 
smaller vessels were more healthy than larger, 
because, among other reason, they had a less pro- 
portion of slaves as to number on board. 

They were found also guilty of a wilful conceal- 
ment of such facts, as they knew, if communicated, 
would have invalidated their own testimony. I 
was instrumental in detecting them on one of 
these occasions myself. When Mr. Dalzell was 
examined, he was not wholly unknown to me. 
My Liverpool muster-rolls told me that be had 
lost fifteen seamen out of forty in his last voyage. 
This was a sufi^ient ground to go upon ; for gen- 
erally, where the mortality of the seamen has 



* .The falsehood of their statements in this respect was proved 
•gun afterwards bj fiu^ For, after the regulation had taken 
place, tbey lost fewer slanres and made greater profits. 
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been great, it may be laid down that the mortahty 
of the slaves has been consideraUe also. I waited 
patiently till his evidence was nearly closed, but 
he had then made no unfavorable statements to 
the house. I desired, therefore, that a question 
might be put to him,. and in such a manner, that 
he might know that. they, who put^it, had got a 
clew to his secrets. He became immediately em- 
barrassed. His voice faltered. He confessed with 
trembling, that he had lost a third of his sailcnrs 
in his last voyage. Pressed hard immediately by 
other questions, he then acknowledged that he 
liad lost one hundred aud twenty or a third of his 
slaves also. But would he say that these were 
all he had lost in that voyage 1 No: twelve 
others had perished by an accident, for they were 
drowned. But were no others lost besides the one 
hundred and twenty and the twelve ? None, he 
said, upon the voyage, but between twenty and 
thirty before he left the coast. , Thus this cham- 
pion of the merchants, this i|,dvocate fox the health 
and happiness of the slaves in the middle passage, 
lost nearly a hundred and sixty of the unhappy 
persons committed to his superior care, in a single 
voyage ! : 

The evidence, on which I have now commented, 
having been delivered, the counsel summed up on 
the seventeenth of June, when the committee pro- 
ceeded to fill up the blanks in the bill. Mr. Pitt 
moved that the operation of it be retrospective, 
and that it commence from the tenth instant. 
This was violently opposed by Lord Penrhjm, Mr. 
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GsBcayne^ and Mr. Brickdale, but was at length 
aiceeded to. 

. Sir William Dolben then proposed to apportion 
five men to every three tons in every ship under 
one hundred and fifty tons burthen, which had the 
space of five, feet between the decks, and three 
men to two tons in every vessel beyond one hun- 
dred and fifty tons burthen, which had equal 
accommodation in point of height between the 
decks. This occasioned a very warm dispute, 
which was not settled for some time, and which 
gave rise to some beaixtifiil and interesting 
speeches on the subject. 

Mr. William Smith pointed out in the clearest 
manner many of the contradictions, which I have 
just stated in commenting upon the evidence. In- 
deed he had been a principal means of detecting 
them. He proved how little worthy of belief the 
witnesses had shown themselves, and how neces- 
sary they had n^e the present bill by their own 
confession. The worthy baronet, indeed, had 
been too indulgent to the merchants, in the pro- 
portion he had fixed of the number of persons to be 
carried to the tonnage of their vessels. He then 
took a feeling view of what would be the wretched 
state of the poor Africans on board, even if the 
bill passed as it now stood; and conjured the 
house, if they would not allow them more room, 
at least not to infringe upon that, which had been 
proposed. 

Lord Belgrave (now Grosvenor) animadverted 
with great ability upon the cruelties of the trade, 
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which he said had been fully proved at the bajr« 
He took notice of the extraordinary opposition 
which had been made to the bill then before them, 
and which he believed every gentleman, who had 
a proper feeling of humanity, would condemn. If 
the present mode of carrying on the trade received 
the countenance of that house, the poor unfortu- 
nate African would have occasion doubly to curse 
his fate. He would not only curse the womb that 
brought him fourth, but the British nation also, 
whose diabolical avarice had made his cup of 
misery still more bitter. He hoped that the mem- 
bers for Liverpool would urge no further opposition 
to the bill, but that they would join with the 
house in an effort to enlarge the empire of hu- 
manity ; and that, while they were stretching out 
the strong arm of justice to punish the degraders 
of British honor and humanity in the East, they 
would with equal spirit, exert their powers to dis- 
pense the blessings of their protection to those 
unhappy Africans, who were to ^erve them in 
the West. 

Mr. Beaufoy entered minutely into an examina- 
tion of the information, which had been given by 
the witnesses, and which afforded unanswerable 
arguments for the passing of the bill. He showed 
the narrow space, which they themselves had been 
made to allow for the package of a human body, 
and the ingenious measures they were obliged to 
resort to for stowing this living cargo within the 
limits of the ship. He adverted next to the case 
of Mr. Dalzell ; and showed how one dismal fact 
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aft^r another, each m^kmg against their own 
testunony, was extorted from him. He then went 
to the trifling mortality said to be experienced in 
these voyages, upon which subject he spoke in the 
following words : '^ Though the witnesses are some 
of them interested in the trade, and all of them 
parties against the bill, their confession is, that of 
the negroes of the windward coast, who are men 
of the strongest constitution which Africa affords, 
no less' on an average than five in each hundred 
perish in the voyage ; a voyage, it must be remem- 
bered, but of six weeks. In a twelvemonth, then, 
what must be the proportion of the dead 1 No 
less than forty-three in a hundred, which is seven- 
teen times the usual rate of mortality ; for all the 
estimates of life suppose no^ more than a fortieth 
of the people, or two and a half in the hundred, 
to die within the space of a year. Such then is 
the comparison. In the ordinary course of nature 
the number of persons (including those in age and 
infancy, the weakest periods of existence) who 
perish in thp space of a twelvemonth, is at the 
rate of but two and a half in a hundred ; but in 
an African voyage, notwithstanding the old are 
^excluded and few infants admitted, so that those 
who are shipped are in the firmest period of life, 
the list of deaths presents an annual mortality 
of forty-three in a hundred. It presents this mor- 
tality even in vessels from the windward coast of 
Africa ; but in those which sail to Bonny, Benin, 
and the Calabars, from whence the greatest pro- 
portion of the slaves are brought, this mortality 
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which he said had been fully proved at the bajr< 
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pense the blessings of their protection to those 
unhappy Africans, who were to ^erve them in 
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afte*r another, each making against their own 
testimony, was extorted from him. He then went 
to the trifling mortality said to be experienced in 
these voyages, upon which subject he spoke in the 
following words : '^ Though the witnesses are some 
of them interested in the trade, and all of them 
parties against the bill, their confession is, that of 
the negroes of the windward coast, who are men 
of the strongest constitution which Africa affords, 
no less' on an average than five in each hundred 
perish in the voyage ; a voyage, it must be remem- 
bered, but of six weeks. In a twelvemonth, then, 
what must be the proportion of the dead 1 No 
less than forty-three in a hundred, which is seven- 
teen times the usual rate of mortality ; for all the 
estimates of life suppose no. more thaii a fortieth 
of the people, or two and a half in the hundred, 
to die within the space of a year. Such then is 
the comparison. In the ordinary course of nature 
the number of persons (including those in age and 
infrincy, the weakest periods of existence) who 
perish in thp space of a twelvemonth, is at the 
rate of but two and a half in a hundred ; but in 
an African voyage, notwithstanding the old are 
'excluded and few infants admitted, so that those 
who are shipped are in the firmest period of life, 
the list of deaths presents an annual mortality 
of forty-three in a hundred. It presents this mor- 
tality even in vessels from the windward coast of 
Africa ; but in those which sail to Bonny, Benin, 
and the Calabars, from whence the greatest pro- 
portion of the slaves are brought, this mortality 
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m mctttrnti by a rariety of causes, (of which ih» 
^rreaier length of the voyage is one), and is said 
io be twice as large, which supposes that in every 
hundred the deaths annually amount to no less 
than eighty-six. Yet even the former compara- 
tively low mortality, of which the counsel speaks 
with so much satisfaction, as a proof of the kind 
and eompassionate treatment of the slayes^^even 
this indolent and lethargic destructioa gives to 
the march of death seventeen times its usual 
speed. It is a destruction, which, if general but 
for ten years, would depopulate the worid^ blast 
the purposes of its creation, and extinguish the 
human race.** 

After having gone with great ability through 
the other branches of the subject, he concluded in 
the following manner : ** Thus I have considered 
the various objections which had been stated to 
the bill, and am ashamed* to reflect that it could 
be necessary to^ speak so long in defence of such 
a cause : for what, after all, is asked by the pro- 
posed regulations ? On the part of the Africaner 
the whole of their purport .is, that they, whom 
you allow to be robbed of all things but life, may 
not unnecessarily and wantonly be deprived of life' 
also. To the honor, to the wisdom, to the feel- 
ings of the house I now make my appeal, perfectly 
confident that you will not tolerate, as senators, a 
traffic, which, as men, you shudder to contemplate, 
and that you will not take upon yourselves, the 
responsibility of this waste of existence. To the 
memory of former Parliaments the horrors of tbm 



ABOLITION OF TttE SLATE-TRADE. 137 

traffic will be an eternal reproach ; yet former 
Parliaments have not known, as you in the clear- 
est evidence now know, the dreadful nature of 
this trade. Should you reject this bill, no exer- 
tions of yours to rescue from oppression the suf- 
fering inhabitants of your Eastern empire; no 
records of the prosperous state to which, after a 
long and unsuccessful war, you have restored 
your native land; no proofs, however splendid, 
that, imder your guidance. Great Britain has re- 
covered her rank, and is again the arbitress of 
nations, will save your names from the stigma of 
everlasting dishonor. The broad mantle of this 
one infamy will cover with substantial blackness 
the radiance pf your glory, and change to feelings 
of abhorrence the present admiration of the world: 
But pardon the supposition of so impossible an 
event. I believe that justice and mercy may be 
considered as the attributes of your character, 
and that you will not tarnish their lustre, on this 
occasion." 

The chancellor of the exchequer rose next ; 
and after having made some important observa- 
tions on the evidence, (which took up much time), 
he declared himself most unequivocally in favor 
of the motion made by the honorable baronet. 
He was convinced that the regulation proposed 
would not tend to the abolition of the trade ; but 
if it even went so far, he had no hesitation openly 
and boldly to declare, that if it could not be car- 
ried on in a manner different from that stated by 

the members for Liverpool, he would retract wha 
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he had said on a fonner day against going into 
the general question; and, waving every other 
discussion than what had that day taken place, he 
would give his vote for the utter annihilation of it 
at once. It was a trade, which it was shocking to 
humanity to hear detailed. If it were to be carried 
on as proposed by the petitioners, it would, besides 
its own intrinsic baseness, be contrary to every 
humane and Christian principle, and to every 
sentiment that ought to inspire the breast of man, 
and would reflect the greatest dish<Mior on the 
British senate and the British nation. He there- 
fore hoped that the house, being now in posses- 
sion of such information as never hitherto had 
l^en brought before them, would in some measure 
\€^deavor to extricate themselves from that guilt, 
^nd from that remorse, which every one of them 
ciiiaght to feel for having suffered such monstrous 
cruelties to be practised upon an helpless and un- 
offending part of the human race. 

Mr. Martin complimented Mr. Pitt in terms of 
the warmest panegyric on his noble sentiments, 
di^dlaring that they reflected the greatest honor 
x^pbn him both as an Englishhian and as a man. 

Soon after this the house divided upon the mo- 
tion of Sir William Dolben. Fifty-six appeared to 
be in favor of it, and only five against it. The 
latter consisted of the two members for Liverpool 
and three other interested persons. This was the 
first division which ever took place on this impor- 
tant subject. The other Uanks were then filled 
t^p, and the bill was passed without further delay^ 
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The next day, or on the eighteenth of June, 
it was • carried up to the House of Lords. The 
slave-merchants of London, Liverpool, and Bris- 
tol, immediately presented petitions against it, as 
they had done in the lower house. They prayed 
that counsel might open their case ; and though 
they had been driven from the commons, on ac- 
count of their evidence, with disgrace, they had 
the eflfronteiy to ask that they might call wit- 
nesses here also» 

Counsel and evidence having been respectively 
heard, the bill was ordered to be committed the 
next day. The lords attended according to simi- 
mons. But cm a motion by Dr. Warren, the 
bishop of Bangor, who stated that the lord chan-, 
cellor Thurlow was much indisposed, and that he 
wished to be present when the question was dis- 
cussed, the committee was postponed. 

It was generally thought that the reason for 
this postponement, and particularly as it was re- 
commended by a prelate, was, that the chancellor 
might have an opportunity of forwarding this hu- 
mane bill. But it was found to be quite other- 
wise. It appeared that the motive was, that he 
might give to it, by his official appearance as 
the chief servant of the crown in that house, all 
the opposition in his power. For when the day 
arrived, which had been appointed for the discus- 
sion, and when the lords Bathurst and Hawkes- 
bury, (now Liverpool), had expressed their opin- 
ions, which were different, relative to the time 
when the IhU should take place, he rose up, and 
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pronounced a bitter and vehement oration against 
it. He said, among other things, that it was full 
of inconsistency and nonsense from the beginning 
to the end. The French had lately offered large 
premiums for the encouragement of this trade. 
They were a politic people, and the presumption 
was, that we were doing politically wrong by 
abandoning it. The bill ought not to have been 
brought forward in this session. The introduction 
of it was a direct violation of the faith of the other 
house. It was unjust, when an assurance had been 
given that the question should not be agitated till 
next year, that this sudden fit of philanthropy 
which was but a few days old, should be allowed 
to disturb the public mind, and to become the oc- 
casion of bringing men to the metropolis with tears 
in their eyes and horror in their countenances, to 
deprecate the ruin of their property, which they 
had embarked on the faith of Parliament. 

The extraordinary part, which the lord chancel- 
lor Thurlow took upon this occasion, was ascribed 
at the time by many, who moved in the higher 
circles, to a shyness or misunderstanding, which 
had taken place between him and Mr. Pitt on 
other matters ; when, believing this bill to have 
been a favorite measure with the latter, he deter- 
mined to oppose it. But, whatever were his mo- 
tives, (and let us hope that he could never have 
been actuated by so malignant a spirit as that 
of sacrificing the happiness of forty thousand per- 
sons for the next year to spite the gratification of 
an individual), his opposition had a mischievous 
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effisct, on account of the high situation in which 
lie stood. For he not only influenced some of the 
lords themselves, but, by taking the cause of the 
filave-merchants so c^mspicuously under his wing, 
he gave them boldness to look up again under 
the stignm of their iniquitous calling, and courage 
«ven to resume vigorous operations after their dis* 
^aceful defeat. Hence arose those obstacles, 
which will be found to have been thrown in the 
way of the passing of the bill from this period. 

Among the lords, who are to be particularly 
noticed as having taken the same side as the lord 
chancellor in this debate, were the duke of Chan* 
dos and the earl of Sandwich. The former fore- 
saw nothing but insurrections of the slaves in 
our islands, and the massacre of their masters 
there, in consequence of the agitation of this ques- 
tion. The latter expected nothing less than the 
ruin of our marine. He begged the house to 
consider how, by doing that which might bring 
about the abolition of this traffic, they might 
lessen the number of British sailors ; how, by 
throwing it into the hands of France, they might 
increase those of a rival nation; and how, in 
consequence, the flag of the latter might ride 
triumphant on the ocean. The Slave-trade was 
undoubtedly a nursery for our seamen. All objec- 
tions against it in this respect were ill-founded. 
It was as healthy as the Newfoundland and many 
other trades. 

The debate having closed, during which nothing 
more was done than filling up the blanks with the 
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time when the bill was to begin to operate, the 
committee was adjourned. Bat the bill after this 
dragged on so heavily, that it would be tedious to 
detail the proceedings upon it from day to day. 
I shall, therefore, satisfy myself with the following 
observations concerning them. The committee 
sat not less than five different times, which cmiF> 
sumed the space of eight days, before a final 
decision took place. During this time, so much 
was it an object to throw in obstacles which might 
occupy the little remaining time of the session, 
that other petitions were presented against the bill, 
and leave was asked, on new pretences contained in 
these, that counsel might be heard again. Letters 
also were read from Jamaica, about the mutinous 
diJBjposition of the slaves there, in consequence of 
the stir which had been made about the abolition, 
and also from merchants in France, by which 
large offers were made to the British merchants 
to furnish them with slaves. Several regulations 
also were proposed in this* interval, some of which 
were negatived by majorities of only one or two 
voices. Of the regulaticMis, which were carried, 
the most remarkable were those proposed by lord 
Hawkesbury (now Liverpool) ; namely, that no 
insurance should be made on the slaves except 
against accidents by fire and water ; that persons 
9hould not be appointed as officers of vessels trans- 
porting them, who had not been a certain number 
of such voyages before ; that a regular surgeon 
only should be capable of being employed in them ; 
and that both the captain and surgeon should have 
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boimtieS) if in the course of the transportation they 
had lost only two in a hundred slaves. The duke 
of Chandos again, and lord Sydney, were the most 
conspicuous among the opposers of this humane 
bill ; and the duke of Richmond, ,the marquis 
Townshend, the earl of Carlisle, the bishop of 
London, and earl Stanhope, among the most stren- 
uous supporters of it. At length it passed, by a 
majority of nineteen to eleven votes. 

On the fourth of July, when th^ bill had been 
returned to the commons, it was moved that the 
amendments made in it by the lords should be 
read ; but as it had become a money-bill in conse- 
quence of the bounties to be granted, and as new 
regulations were to be incorporated in it, it was 
thought proper that it should be wholly done 
away. Accordingly Sir William Dolben moved, 
that the further consideration of it should be put 
off till that day three months. This having been 
agreed upon, he then moved for leave to bring 
in a new bill. This was accordingly introduced, 
and an additional clause was inserted in it, rela- 
tive to bounties by Mr. Pitt. But on the second 
reading, that no obstacle might be omitted which 
could legally be thrown in the way of its progress, 
petitions were presented against it both by the 
Liverpool merchants and the agent for the island 
of Jamaica, under the pretence that it was a new 
bill. Their petitions, however, were rejected, and 
it was committed, and passed through its regular 
stages and sent up to the lords. 

On its arrival there on the fifth of July, petitions 
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from London and Liverpool still followed it. Th0 
prayer of these was against tiie general tendency 
of it, but it was solicited also that counsel might 
be heard in a particular case. The solicitation was 
complied with ; after which the bill was read a 
second time, and ordered to be committed. 

On the seventh, when it was taken next into. 
consideration, two other petitions were presentoA 
against it. But here so many objectioBft were 
made to the clauses of it as they then stood^ and 
such new matter suggested, that the duke of 
Richmond^ who was a strenuous supporter of it, 
thought it best to move that the committee, then' 
sitting, should be deferred till that day sevennight, 
in order to give time for another more perfect to 
originate in the lower house. 

This motion having been acceded to. Sir Wil- 
liam 'Dolben introduced a new one for the third 
time into the commons/ This included the' sug- 
gestions which had been made in the lords. It 
included also a regulation, on the motion of Mr. 
Sheridan, that no surgeon should be employed as 
such in the slave vessels, except he had a testi- 
monial that he had passed a proper examination 
at Surgeon's Hall. The amendments were all 
then agreed to, and the bill was passed through 
its several stages. 

On the tenth of July, being now fully amended, 
it came for a third time before the lords ; but it 
was no sooner brought forward than it met with 
the same opposition as it had experienced before. 
Two new petitions appeared against it, one from 
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B certain class of persons in Liverpool, and another 
, .firom Miles Peter Andrews, esquire, stating that,^ 
if it parsed into a law, it would injure the sale (rf 
his gunpowder, and that he had rendered great 
services to the government during the last war by 
. his provision of that article. But here the lord 
. \ chancellor Thurlow reserved himself for an effort, 
vhich, by occasioning only a day's delay, would 
in thal;friurticular period of the session have totally 
prevented the passing of the bill. He suggest^ 
certain amendments for consideration and discus- 
sion, which, if they had been agreed upon, must 
have been carried again to the lower house and 
sapctioned there before the biU could have been 
complete. But it appeared afterwards, that there 
would have been no time for the latter proceeding. 
Earl Stanhope, therefore, pressed this circumstance 
peculiarly upon the' lords who were present. He 
observed, that the king was Co dismiss the Par- 
lifiunent next day, and. therefore they must adopt 
the bill as it stood, or Reject it altogether. , There 
was no alternative, and no time was to be lost. 
Aircordingly he moved for an immediate division 
on the first of the amendments proposed by lord 
Thurlow. This having taken place, it was nega- 
tived. The other amendments shared the same 
fate; and thus, at length, passed through the 
upper house, as through an ordeal as it were of 
fire, the first bill that ever put fetters upon that 
barbarous and destructive monster, the Slave- 
trade. 
The next day, or on Friday, July the eleventh^ 
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the king gave his assent to it, and, as lord Stati- 
,hope bad previously asserted in the house of lords, 
concluded the session. 

While the legislature was occupied in the con- 
sideration of this bill, the lords of the council con- 
tinued their examinations, that they might collect 
as much light as possible previously to the general 
agitation of the question in the next sessio'n of Par- 
>. liament. Among others I underwent an examina- 
tion. I gave my testimony first relative to many 
of the natural productions of Africa, of which I 
produced the specimens. These were such as I 
had collected in the course of my journey to Bris- 
tol and Liverpool, and elsewhere. I explained, 
secondly, the loss and' usage of seamen in the 
Blave-trade. To substantiate certain points, which 
belonged to this branch of the subject, I left 
several depositions and articles of agreeinent for 
the examination of the council. With respect to 
others, as it would take a long time to give all the 
data upon which ^calculations had been made and 
the manner of making them, I was desired to 
draw up a statiement oif particulars, and to send it 
to the council at a future time; I left also deposi- 
tions with them relative to certain instances of the 
mode of procuring and treating slaves. 

The committee also for effecting the abolition 
of the Slavearade continued their attention, dur- 
ing this period, towards the promotion of the dif- 
ferent objects, which came within the range of 
the institution. 

They added the reverend Dr. Cobmbe, in con* 
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sequence of the great increase of their buslneas, 
to the list of their members. 

They voted thanks to Mr.. Hughes, vicar of 
Ware in Hertfordshire, for his excellent Answer 
to Harris's Scriptural Researches on the Licitneiss 
of the Slave-trade, and they enrolled him among 
their honorary and cprresponding members. Also 
thanks to William Roscoe, esquire, for his Answer 
to the same. Mr. Roscoe had not affixed his 
name to this pamphlet any more than to his poem 
of the Wrongs of Africa. But he made himself 
known to, the committee as the author of both. 
Also thanks to William Smith and Henry Beau- 
foy, esquires, for having so successfully exposed the 
evidence of&red by the slavertnerchants against 
the bill of Sir William Dolben, and for having 
drawn out of it so many facts, all making for their 
great object the abolition of the JBlave-tradel 

As the great question was to be discussed' in 
the approaching sessions, it was moved in the 
committee to consider of the propriety of sending 
persons' to Africa and the West Indies, who 
should obtain information relative to the differetkt 
branches of the system as they existed in each of 
these countries, in Order that they might be able 
to give their testimony, from their own experience, 
before one or both of the houses of Parliament, as 
it might be judged proper. This proposition was 
discussed at two or three several meetings. It 
was however finally rejected, and principally on 
the following grounds : First, It was obvious, that 
persons sent out upon such an errand would tie 
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exposed to such dangers from various causes, thai 
it was not improbable that both they and their 
testimony might be lost. Secondly, such persons 
would be obliged to have recourse to falsehoods, 
that is, to conceal or misrepresent the object of 
their destination, that they might get their intel- 
ligence with safety ; which falsehoods the com- 
mittee could not countenance. To which it was 
added, that few persons would go to these places, 
except they were handsomely rewarded for their 
trouble; but this reward would lessen the vajue 
of their evidence, as it would afford a handle to 
Ifae planters and slave-merchants to say that they 
' had been bribed. 

Another circumstance, which came before the 
committee, was the following : Many arguments 
were afloat at this time relative to the great iin«> 
policy of abolishing the Slave-trade, the {Nrincipal 
of which was, that, if the English abandoned it, 
other foreign nations would take it up ; and thus, 
iwhile they gave up certain national profits them- 
selves, the great cause of humaiiity would not be 
benefited, nor would any moral: good be done by 
the measure. Now there was a presumption that, 
by means of the society instituted in Paris, the 
French Elation might be awakened to this great 
subject, and that the French government might in 
consequence, as well as upon other considerations, 
be induced to favor the general feeling upon this 
occasion, l^ut there was no reason to conclude, 
either that any other maritime people, who had 
' been engaged in the Slave-trade, woiUd rdjaqui/Eih 
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it, or that any other, who had not yet been en- 
gaged in it, would not begin it when our country^ 
men^ should give it up. The consideration of 
these circumstances occupied the attenticui of the 
committee ; and as Dr. Spaarman, who was said 
to have been examined by the privy council, was 
returning home, it was thought advisable to con^ 
sider whether it would not be proper for the com- 
mittee to select certain of their own books on the 
subject of the Slave-trade, and send them by him, 
accompanied by a letter, to the king of Sweden, 
in which they should entreat his consideration 
of this powerful ti^rgument which now stood in th» 
way of the cause of humanity, with a view that, 
as one of the princes of Europe, he nnght con* 
tribute to obviate it, by preventing his own sub* 
jects, in case of the dereliction of this eoilniiierce 
by ourselves, from embarking in it The matter 
having been fully considered, it was resolved that 
the proposed measure would be proper, and it was 
accordingly adopted. By a letter received after* 
ward3 from Dr. Spaarman, it appeared that both 
the letter and the books had been delivered, and 
received graciously ; and that he was authorized 
to siay, that unfortunately^ in consequence ot those 
hereditary possessions which had devolvCRd^upon 
his majesty, he was obliged to confess that he 
was the sovereign of an island, which had been 
principally peopled by African slaves, but that he 
had been frequently mindful of their hard case. 
With respect to the Slave-trade, he never heard 

of an instance, in which the merchants of his' 

13* 
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own native reahn had embarked in it; and 
they had hitherto preserved their character pure 
in this respect, he would do all he could that it 
should not be sullied in the eyes of the generous 
English nation, by taking up, in the case which 
had been pointed out to him, such an odious 
concern. 

By this time I had finished my Essay on the Im- 
pdlicy of the Slave-trade, which I composed from 
materials collected chiefly during my joumby to 
Bristol, Liverpool, and Lancaster. These mate- 
rials I had admitted with, great caution and cir- 
cumspection ; indeed I admitted none, for which 
I could not luring official and other authentic doc- 
uments, or living evidences if necessary, whose 
testimony could not reasonably be denied ; and, 
when I gave them to the world, l did it under the 
impression that I ought to give them as scrupu- 
lously as if I were to be called upon to substan- 
tiate them upon oath. It was of peculiar moment 
that this book should make its appearance at this 
time. First, because it would give the lords of the 
council, who were then sitting, an opportunity of 
seeing many important facts, and of inquiring 
into their authenticity ; and it might suggest to 
them^so some new points, or such as had not 
fallen within the limits of the arrangement they 
had agreed upon for their examinations on this 
subject ; and, secondly, because, as the memb^ 
of the House of Commons were to take the ques* 
tion into considerati(m early in the next sessions, 
it would give them also new light and information 
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tipon it before this period. Accordingly the com- 
mittee ordered two thousand copies of it to be 
struck off, for these and other dbjects ; and though 
the contents of it were most diligently sifted by 
the different ^opponents of the cause, they never 
even made an attempt to answer it. It continued, 
on the other hand, during the inquiry of the 
legislature, to afford the basis or grounds upon 
which to examine evidences on the political part 
of the subject ; and evidences thus examined 
continued in their turn to establish it. 

Among the other books ordered to be printed 
by the comniittee within the period now under 
our consideration, were a new edition of two 
thousand of the Dean of Middleham's Letter, and 
another of three thousand of Falconbridge's Ac- 
count of the ^Slave-trade. 

The coinmittee continued > to keep up, during 
the same period, a communication with many of 
their old correspondents, whose names have been 
already mentioned. But (hey received also let- 
ters from others, who had not hitherto addressed 
them ; namely, from Ellington Wright of Erith, 
Dr. Franklin of Philadelphia, Eustace Kentish, 
esquire, high sheriff for the county of Huntingdon, 
Governor Bouchier, the reverend Charlelk Sym- 
mons of Haverfordwest ; and from John York and 
William Downes, esquires, high sheriffs for the 
^counties of York and Hereford. 

A letter also was read in this intervalfrom 

•Mr. Evans, a dissenting clergyman, of Bristol, 

stating that the elders of severed Bscptist churches, 
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forming the western' Baptist association^ who had 
met at Portsmouth Common,. had resolved to re- 
commend it to the ministers and mepabers of the 
same, to unite with the committee in the promo- 
tion of the great object of their institution. 

Another from Mr. Andrew Irvin, of the island 
of Grenada, in which he confumed the wretched 
situation of many of the slavefi there, and in , 
which he gave the outlines of a plan for better- 
ing their condition, as well as that of those in the 
other islands. 

Another from 1. L. Wyne^ esquire, of Jamaica. 
In this he gave an afflicting account of the suffer- 
ing and unprotected statfs . of the slaves ther% 
which it wfi^ high, time to rectify. He congratu- 
lated the committee on their institutioo, which be 
thought would tead to promote so desirable an 
end ; but desired them not to stop short of the 
total abolition of the Slave-trade, as no other 
measure would prove effectual against the evils 
of which he complained. This trade, he said, 
was utterly unnecessary, as his own plantation, on 
which his slaves had increased rapidly by popula- 
tion, and others which he knew to be similarly 
circumstanced, would abupdantly testify. He 
conclimed by promising to give the committee 
such information from time to time as might be 
useful on this important subject. 

The sessions of parliament having closed, the 
committee thought it right to make a report to the 
public, in which they gave an account of the great 
progress of their cause since the last» of the state 
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in which they then were, and of the unjustifiable 
conduct of their opponents^ who industriously mis- 
represented their views, and particularly by attri- 
buting to them the design of abolishing slavery ; 
and they concluded by exhorting their friends not 
to TeleLX their endeavors, on account of favorable 
appearances, but to persevere, as if nothing had 
been done, under the. pleeCising, hope of an honora- 
ble triumph. 

And now having given the substance of the 
labors of the committee from its formation to the 
present time, I cannot conclude this chapter with- 
out giving to the worthy miembers of it that tribute 
of affectionate and grateful praise, which is due to 
them for their exertions in having forwarded the 
great cause which was intrusted to their care. 
And this 1 can do with more propriety, because, 
having been so frequently absent from them when 
they were engaged in the pursuit of this their 
duty, I cannot be liable to the suspicion, that in 
bestbwing commendation upon them 1 am bestow- 
ing it upon myself. From about the end of May, 
1787, to the middle of July, 1788; they had held 
no less than fifty-one committees. These ge^er- 
ally occupied them from about six in the evening 
till about eleven at night. In the intervftls be- 
tween the committees they were often occupied*, 
having each of them some object committed to 
his charge. It is remarkable, too, that thou^ 
they were aH except one engaged in businesa or 
trade, and though they had the same calls as 
other men for innocent recreation, and the siune 
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interruptions of their health, there were individr 
uais, who were not absent more than five or six 
times within this period. In the course of . the 
thirteen months, during which they had exercised 
this public trust, they had printed, and afterwards 
distributed, not at random, but judiciously, and 
through respectable channels, (besides twenty-six 
thousand five hundred and twenty-six reports, 
accounts of debates in Parliament, and other 
small papers,). no less than fifty-one thousand four 
hundred and thirty-two pamphlets, or books. 

Nor was the elffect produced within this shmrt 
period otherwise than commensurate with the. ef- 
forts .used. In May, 1787, the only public notice 
, Haken of this great cause was by this committee of 
twelve individuals, of whom all were little known 
to the world except Mr. Granville Sharp. But in 
July, 1788,' it had attracted the notice of several 
distinguished individuals in France and Grermany, 
and in our own country it had come within the 
notice of the government, and a branch of it 
had undergone a parliamentary discussion and 
restraint. It had arrested also the attention of the 
nation, and it had produced a kind of holy fiame, 
or enthusiasm, and this to a degree and to an 
extent never before witnessed. Of the pyrity of 
this flame no better proof can be offered, than thai 
even bishops deigned to address an obscure com- 
mittee, consisting principally of Quakers, and that 
^churchmen and dissenters forgot their difference 
of religious opinions, and joined their hands, all 
a?ar the kingdom,' in its support. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Continuation fhom June, 1788, to Jult, 1789.— author tbatils to 

OOLLSCT FURTHER BVIDENCB— ORBAT DIFFICULTIES IN OBTAINING IT-r 
FORMS COMMITTEES ON- HIS TOUR. — ^PrITT COUNCIL RESUME THE EX- 
AMINATIONS—INSPECT CABINET OF African productions— obliged to 

LEATB MAN7 OF THE WITNESSES IN BEHALF OF THE ABOLITION UNEX- 
AMINED— PREPARE THEIR REPORT.— Labors OF THE COMMITTEE IN THE 

INTERIM. — Proceeding^ of the planters and others.— Report laid 
on the table of the house of commons — introduction of the 
question, and debate there — twelve propositions deduced from 
the repdrt and reserved for future discussion — dat of discus- 
sion arrives— opponents refuse to . argue from the report — 

. bequtre new evidence — ^this granted and introduced — further 
^consideration of the subject deferred to the next session.— 
Renewal of Sir William Dolben's bill.— Death and character 

■ OF Ramsat, 

Matters had now become serious. The gaunt- 
let had been thrown down aiid accepted. The 
combatants had taken their stations, and the con- 
test was to be renewed, which was to be decided 
soon on the great theatre of the nation. The 
committee by the very act of their institution had 
pronounced the Slave-trade to be criminal. They, 
on the other hand, who were concerned in it, had 
denied the charge. It became the one to prove, 
and the other to refute it, or to fall in the ensuing 
session. 

The committee, in this perilous situation, wera 
anxious to find out such other persons, as might 
become proper evidences before the privy council. 
They had hitherto sent there only nine or ten, 
and they had then only another whom they could 
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count upon for this purpose, in their view. The 
proposal of sending persons to Africa, and the West 
Indies, who might come back and report what 
they had Avitnessed, had been already negatived. 
The question then was, what ihey were to do. 
Upon this they deliberated, and the result was an 
application to me to undertake a journey to dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom for this purpose. 
When this determination was made I was at 
• Teston, writing a long letter to the privy council 
on the ill-usage and mortality of the seamen em- 
ployed in the Slave-trade, which it had been pre- 
viously agreed should be received as evidence 
there. I thought it proper, however, before I took 
my departure, to form a system- of questions 
upon the general subject. These I divided into 
six tables. The first related to the productions 
of Africa, and the disposition and manners of the 
natives. The second, to the methods of reduoing^ 
them to slavery. The third, to the manner of 
bringing them to the ships, their value, the medi- 
um of exchange, and other circumstances. The 
fourth, to their transportation. The fifth, to their 
treatment in the colonies. The sixth, to the sea- 
men employed in the trade. These tables con- 
tained together one hundred and forty-five ques- 
tions. My idea was that they should be printed 
on a small sheet of paper, which should be folded 
up in seven or eight leaves, of the length and 
breadth of a small almanac, and then be sent in 
franks to our different correspondflidbi. These, 
when they had them, might examine persons 
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capable of giving evidence, who might live in 
theif neighborhoods or fall in their way, and re* 
tiun us their examinations by letter. 

The committee having approved and printed 
the tables of questions, I began my tour. I had 
selected the southern counties from Kent to Corn- 
wall for it. I had done this, because these in- 
cluded the great stations of the ships of war in 
ordinary; and as these were all under the super- 
intendence of Sir Charles Middleton, as comp- 
troller of the navy, I could get an introduction 
to those on board them. Secondly, because sea- 
faring people, when they retire from a marine 
life, usually settle in ^qme town or village upon 
the coast. 

Of this tour I shall not give the reader any very 
particular account. I shall mention only those 
things which are most worthy of his notice in it. 
At Poole in Dorsetshire I laid the foundation of a 
committee, to act in harmony with that of London 
for the promotion of the cause. Moses Neave, 
of the respectable society of the Quakers, was the 
chairman ; Thomas Bell, the secretary, and Ellis 
B. Metford and the reverend Mr. Davis and others 
the committee. This was the third committee 
which had been instituted in the country for this 
purpose. That at Bristol, under Mr: Joseph Har- 
ford as chairman, and Mr. Lunell as secretary, 
had been the first. And that at Manchester, 
under Mr. Thomas Walker as chairman, and 
Mr. Samuel Jackson as secretary, had been the 
second* 
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J^ Poole was a great place for canyiag on-difl^ 
trade tq Newfoundland,, I detenniined to exanwn 
the assertion of the eaxl of Sandwich in tjbe Houmq 
(tf Lotdsy when he said, in the debate ott f3ir Wil- 
liam Dolben's bill, that the Slave-trade was noli 
more fatal to seamen than the Newfoundland and 
scnnQ others. This assertion I knew at the time 
to bo erroneous, as far as my own researches had 
been concerned ; for out of twenty-four vessels^ 
which had sailed out of the port of Bristol in that 
employ, only two sailors were upon the dead list. 
In sixty vessels from Poole, I found but four losL 
At Dartmouth, where I went afterwards on pur- 
pose,^ I found almost a similar result. On ccm* 
versing, however, with governor Holdsworth, I 
learnt that the year 1786 had been more fatal 
than any other in this trade. I learnt that in con- 
sequence of extraordinary storms and hurricanes, 
no less than five sailors had died, and twenty-one 
had been drowned in eighty-three vessels from 
that port. Upon this statement I determined to 
look into the muster-rolls of the trade there for 
two or three years together. I began by accident 
with the year 1769, and I went on to the end of 
1772. About eighty vessels on an average bad 
sailed thence in each of these years. Taking the 
Loss in these years, and compounding it with that 
in the fatal year, three sailors had been lost, but 
taking it in these four years by themselves, only 
two had been lost, in twenty-four vessels so eub- 
ployed. On a comparison with the Slave-trade»L 
the result would be, that two vessels to Aidicfc 
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^piMild destroy more (wamen than eigfaiy^ihime 
Miling to Nevftumdland. There was this difier- 
«iioe also to be noted, that the loss in the one 
trade wM geoerdly by the weather or by accident, 
bat in the other bjr cruel treatment or disease ; 
and that they, who went oat in a declining state 
of health in the one, came home generally lecov- 
ered, whereas they^ who went out robust fn the 
other, came home in a shattered condition. 

At Plymouth I laid the foundation of another 
committee. The late William Cookworthy, the 
late John Prideaux,and James Fox, all of the 
-society of the Quakers, and Mr. Qeovge Leach, 
Samuel Northcote, and John Saimders, had a 
{irincipal share in forming it. Sir William ElU 
ford was chosen chairman. 

From Plymouth I journeyed on to Falmouth, 
and from thence to Exeter, where having meetings 
with the late Mr. Samuel Milford, the late Mr. 
George Manning, the reverend James Manning, 
Thomas Sparkes, and others, a desire became 
manifest among them of establishing a committee 
there. This was afterwards effected ; and Mr. 
Milford, who, at a general meeting of the inhab- 
itants of Exeter, on the tenth of June, on this 
peat subject, had been called by those present to 
the chair, was appointed the chairman of it. 

With respect to evidence, which was the great 
object of this tour, I found myself often very un- 
pleasantly situated in collecting it. I heard of 
many persons capable of giving it to our advan- 
tage, to whom I could get no introduction. I had 
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to go after these ;aaany miles out of my estaUisbed 
route. Not knowing me, they received me c<ddly^ 
and even suspiciously ; while I fell in with others, 
who, considering themselves, on account of their 
concerns and connexions, as our opponents, treated 
me in an uncivil manner. 

But the difSculties and disappointments in other 
respects, which I experienced in this tour, even 
where I had an introduction, and where the paF- 
ties were not interested in the continuance of the 
Slave-trade, were greater than people in general 
would have imagined. One would have thought, 
considering the great enthusiasm of the nation on 
this important subject, that they, who could have 
given satisfactory information upon it, would have 
rejoiced to do it. But I found it otherwise, and 
this frequently to my sorrow. There was an aver- 
sion in persons to appear before such a tribunal as 
they conceived the privy council to be. With men 
of shy or timid character this operated as an in^ 
superable barrier in their way. But it operated 
more or less upon all. It was surprising to see 
what little circumstances affected many. When 
I took out my pen and ink to put down the infor- 
mation, which a person was giving me, he became 
evidently embarrassed and frightened. He began 
to excuse himself from staying, by alleging that 
he had nothing more to communicate, and he took 
himself away as quickly as he could with decency. 
The sight of the pen and ink had lost me so many 
good evidences, that I was obliged wholly to aban* 
don the use of them, and to betake myself to other 
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moans« I was obliged for the future to commit 
my tables of questions to memory, and endeavor 
by practice to put down, after the examination Cif 
a person, sudbi answers as he had given me to 
each of them. 

Others went off because it happened that imme- 
diately on my interview, I acquainted them with 
the nature of my errand, and solicited their atten-> 
dance in London* Cbnceiving that I had no right 
to ask them such a favor, or terrified at the ab- 
ruptness and apparent awfulness of my request, 
some of them gave me an immediate denial,* 
which they would never afterwards retract. I be- 
gan to perceive in time that it was only by the 
most deUcate management that I could get for- 
ward on these occasions. I resolved therefore for 
the future, except in particular cases, that, when 
I should be introduced to persons who had a com- 
petent knowledge of this trade, I would talk with 
them upon it as upon any ordinary subject, and 
then leave them without frying any thing about 
their becoming evidences. I would take care, 
however, to commit all their conversation to writ- 
ing, when it was over, and I would then try to 
find out that person among their relations or 
friends, who could apply to them for this purpose 
with the least hazard of a refusal. 

There were others also, who, though they were 
not so much impressed by the considerations men- 
tioned, yet objected to give their public testimony. 
Those, whose livelihood, or promotion, or expec^ 

tations, were dependant upon the govemmeiit of 

14* 
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the country, were generally backward upon thesii 
occasions. Though they thought they discovered 
in the parliamentary conduct of Mr. Pitt, a bias 
in favor of the cause, they knew to a certainty 
that the lord chancellor Thurlow was against it. 
They conceived, therefore, that the administra- 
tion was at least divided upon the question, and 
they were fearful of being called upon least they 
should give offence, and thus injure their pros- 
pects in life. This objection was very prevalent 
in that part of the kingdom which I had selected 
for my tour. 

The reader can hardly conceive how my mind 
was agitated and distressed on these different 
accounts. To have travelled more than two 
months, to have seen many who could have ma- 
terially served our cause, and to have lost most 
of them, was very trying. And though it is true 
that I applied a remedy, I was not driven to the 
adoption of it till I had performed more than half 
my tour. Suffice it to say, that after having trav-r 
elled upwards of sixteen hundred miles backward? 
and forwards, and having conversed with forty- 
seven persons, who were capable of promoting^ 
the cause by their evidence,, I could only prevail 
upon nine, by all the interest I could- make^ to be 
examined. 

On my return to London, whither I had been 
called up by the committee to take upon me the? 
superintendence of the evidence, which the privy 
council was now ready again to hear, I found my 
brother ; he was then a young officer in the navy ^' 
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and as I knew he felt as warmly as I did in this 
great cause, I prevailed upon him to go to Havre 
de Grace, the great slave-port in Prance, where 
he might make his observations for two or three 
months, and then report what he had seen and 
heard ; so that we might have some one to coun- 
teract any false statement of things which might 
be made relative to the subject in that quarter. 

At length the examinations were resumed, and 
with them the contest, in which our own reputa* 
tion and the fate of our cause were involved. The 
committee for the abolition had discovered one or 
two willing evidences during my absence, and 
Mr. Wilberforce, who was now recovered from 
his severe indisposition, had found one or two 
others. These added to my own, made a respect- 
able body : but we had sent no more than four or 
five of these to the council when the king's illness 
unfortunately stopped our career. For nearly five 
weeks between the middle of November and Jan- 
uary the examinations were interrupted or put 
off, so that at the latter period we began to fear 
that there would be scarcely time to hear the rest ; 
for not only the privy council report was to be 
printed, but the contest itself was to be decided 
by the evidence contained in it, in the existing 
session. 

The examinations, however, went on, but they 
went on only slowly, being still subject to interrup- 
tion from the ^ame unfortunate cauee. Among 
others I offered my mite of information again« 
I wished the council to see more of my African 
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productions and manufactures, that they might 
really know what Africa was capable of affording 
instead of the Slave-trade, and that they might 
make a proper estimate of the genius and talents 
of th^ natives. The samples which I had col- 
lected had been obtained by great labor, and at 
no inconsiderable expense : for whenever I had 
notice that a vessel had arrived immediately from 
that continent, I never hesitated to go, unless 
under the most pressing engagement elsewhere, 
even as far as Bristol, if I could pick up but a 
single new article. The lords having consented, 
I selected several things for their inspection out 
of my box, of the contents of which the follow- 
ing account may not be unacceptable to the 
reader. 

The first division of the box consisted of woods 
of about four inches square, all polished. Among 
these were mahogany of five different sorts, tulip 
wood, satin wood, camwood, barwood, fustic, 
black and yellow ebony, palm tree, mangrove, 
calabash, and date. There were seven woods of 
which the native names were remembered ; three 
of these, tumiah, samain, and jimlak6, were of 
a yellow color ; acajou was of a beautiful deep 
crimson ; bork and quell§ were apparently fit for 
cabinet work ; and benten was the wood of which 
the natives made their canoes. Of the various 
other woods the names had been forgotten, nor 
were they known in England at all. One of them 
was of a fine purple ; and from two others, upon 
whkh the privy council had caused experiments 
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to be made, a strong yellow, a deep orange, and 
a flesh color were extracted. 
• The second division included ivory and musk ; 
four species of pepper, the long, the black, the 
Cayenne, and the Malaguetta : three species of 
gum ; ncunely, Senegal, copal, and ruber astrin- 
gens ; cinnamon, rice, tobacco, indigo, white and 
Nankin cotton, Guinea corn, and millet; three 
species of beans, of which two were used for food, 
and the other for dyeing orange; two species of 
tamarinds, one for food, and the other to give 
whiteness to the teeth; pulse, seeds, and fruits 
of various kinds, some of the latter of which Dr. 
Spaarman had pronounced, from a trial during 
bis residence in Africa, to be peculiarly valuable 
as drugs. 

The third division contained an African loom, 
and an African spindle with spun cotton round it ; 
cloths of cotton of various kinds, made by the 
^ natives, some white, but others dyed by them of 
different colors, and others, in which they hkd 
interwoven European silk ; cloths and bags made 
of grass, and fancifully colored ; ornaments made 
of the same materials ; ropes made from a species 
of aloes, and others, remarkably strong, from grass 
and straw ; fine string made from the fibres of the 
roots of trees ; soap of two kinds, one of which 
was formed from ^^ earthy substance ; pipe bowls 
made of clay, and of a brown red ; one of these, 
which came from the village of Dakard, was beau- 
tifully ornamented by black devices burnt in, and 
was besides highly glazed ; another, brought from 
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Qalam, was made of earth, which was richly iftt- 
pregnated with little particles <if gold; trmketS' 
made by the natives from their owa gold ; knives 
and daggers made by them ftom our bai: iron ; 
and various other articles, such as bags, sandak, 
•dagger cases, quivers, grisgris, all made of leather 
of their own manufacture, and dyed of varioas 
colors, and ingeniously sewed together. 

The fourth division consisted of the thuinib- 
Bcrew, speculum oris, and chains and shackles tX 
dififerent kinds, collected at Liverpool. To these 
were added, iron neck collars, and other instru- 
ments of punishment and confinement, nsed in 
the West Indies, and collected at other places. 
The instrument, also, by which Charles Horseler 
was mentioned to have been killed, in the former 
volume, was to be seen among these. 

We were now advanced far into February, 
when we were alarmed by the intelligence that 
the lords of the coxmcil were going to prepare* 
their report. At this time we had sent but few 
persons to them to examine, in comparison with 
our opponents, and we had yet eighteen to intro- 
duce : for answers had come into my tables of 
questions from several places, and persons had 
been pointed out to us by our correspondents, who 
bad increased our list of evidences to this number. 
I wrote therefore to them, at the desire of the com- 
mittee for the abolition, and gave them the names 
■of the eighteen, and requested that all of them 
might be examined. I requested also, that they 
would order, for their own inspection, certain 
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mturtar-4r6U8 of vessels ftom Pcxde and Dartmouth, 

that they might be convinced that the objection: 

which the Earl of Sandwich had made in the- 

House of Lords, against the abolition of the Slave* 

trade, had no solid foundation. In reply to my 

first request they informed me, that it was impos* 

sible, in the advanced state of the session (it being 

then the middle of March), that the examinations 

of so many could be taken ; but I was at liberty, 

in conjunction with the bishop of London, to select 

eight for this purpose. This occasioned me to 

address them again; and I then found, to my 

surprise and sorrow, that even this last number 

was to be diminished ; for I was informed in 

writing, *^ that the bishop of London having laid 

my last letter before their lordships, they had 

agreed to meet on the Saturday next, and on the 

Tuesday following, for the purpose of receiving 

the evidence of some of the gentlemen named in 

^ it. And it was their lordships' desire, that I would 

give notice to any three of them (whose informa-* 

ticm I might consider as the most material), of the 

above determination, that they might attend the 

committee accordingly.'* 

This answer, ^considering the difficulties we had 
found in collecting a body of evidence, and the 
critical situation in which we then were, was 
pecuUarly distressing; but we had no remedy 
left us, nor could we reasonably complain. Three 
therefore were selected, and they were sent to de- 
liver their testimony on their arrival in town. 

But before the last of these had left the council 
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room, who should come up to me but Mr. Atiiold4 
He had but lately arrived at Bristol from Africa : 
and having heard from our friends there that we 
had been daily looking for him, he had come to us 
in London. He and Mr. Gardiner were the two 
surgeons, as mentioned in the former volume, 
who had promised me, when I was in Bristol, in 
the year 1787, that they would keep a journal 
of facts for me during the voyages they were then 
going to perform. They had both of them kept 
this promise. Gardiner, I found, had died upon 
the coast, and his journal, having been discovered 
at his death, had been buried with him in great 
triumph. But Arnold had survived, and he came 
now to offer us his services in the cause. 

As it was a pity that such correct information as 
that taken down in writing upon the spot should 
be lost (for all the other evidences, except Dr. 
Spaarman and Mr. Wadstrom, had spoken from 
their memory only), I made all the interest I could 
to procure a hearing for Mr. Arnold. Pleading 
now for the examination of him only, and under 
these particular circumstances, I was attended to. 
It was consented, in consequence of the little time 
which was now left for preparing and printing the 
Report, that I should make out his evidence from 
his journal under certain heads. This I did. Mr. 
Arnold swore to the truth of it, when so drawn 
up, before Edward Montague, esquire, a master in 
chancery. He then delivered the paper in which 
it was contained to the lords of the council, who^ 
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Ufa receiving it, read it throughout, and then 
questioned him upon it. 

- At this time, also, my brother returned with 
accounts and papers relative to the Slave-trade, 
from Havre de Grace ; but as I had pledged my- 
self to offer no other person to be examined, his 
evidence was lost. Thus, after all the pains we 
had taken, and in a contest, too, on the success of 
which our own reputation and the fate of Africa 
depended, we were obliged to fight the battle with 
sixteen less than we could have brought into the 
field ; while our opponents, on the other hand, 
on account of their superior advantages, had mus* 
tered all their forces, not having omitted a single 
man. 

I do not know of any period of my life in which 
I suffered so much both in body and mind, as from 
the time of resuming these public inquiries by the 
privy council, to the time when they were closed. 
For I had my weekly duty to attend at the com- 
mittee for the abolition during this interval. I 
had to take down the examinations pf all the evi- 
dences who came to London, and to make certain 
copies of these. I had to summon these to town, 
and to make provision against all accidents ; and 
here I was often troubled by means of circumJi 
stances,- which unexpectedly occurred, lest, when 
committees of the council had been purposely 
' appointed to hear them, they should not be forth- 
coming at the time. I had also a new and exten- 
sive correspondence to keep up ; for the tables of 
questions which had been sent down to our co& 
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respondents, brought letters almost innumerable 
on this subject, and they were always addressed 
to me. These not only required answers of them- 
selves, but as they usually related to persons ca- 
pable of giving their testimony, and contained 
the particulars of what they could state, they 
occasioned fresh letters to be written to others. 

4 

Hence the writing of ten or twelve daily became 
necessary. 

But the contents of these letters afforded the 
circumstances, which gave birth to so much suffer- 
ing. They contained uspally some affecting tale 
of wo. At Bristol my feelings had been harassed 
by the cruel treatment of the seamen, which had 
come to my knowledge there : but now I was 
doomed to see this treatment over again in many 
other melancholy instances ; and additionally to 
take in the various sufferings of the imhappy 
slaves. These accounts I could seldom get time 
to read till late in the evening, and sometimes not 
till midnight, when the letters containing them 
were to be answer,ed. The effect of these accounts 
was in some instances to overwhelm me for a time 
in tears, and in others to produce a vivid indigna* 
tion, which affected my whole frairie. Recovering 
from these, I walked up and down the room. I 
felt fresh vigor, and made new determinations 
of perpetual warfare against this impious trade. 
I implored strength that I might proceed. I then 
sat down, and continued my work as long as my 
wearied eyes would permit me to see. Having 
been agitated in this manner, I went to bed : but 
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iny real was frequently broken by the visions which 
floated before me. When I awoke, these renewed 
themselves to me, and they flitted about with me 
for the remainder of the day. Thus I was kept 
continually harassed : my mind was confined to 
one gloomy and heart-breaking subject for months. 
It had no respite, and my health began now ma- 
terially to suflfer. . 

But the contents of these letters were particu- 
larly grievous, on account of the severe labors, 
which they necessarily entailed upon me in other 
ways than those which have been mentioned. It 
was my duty, while the privy council examina- 
tions went on, not only to attend to all the evi- 
dence v^hich was presented to tts by our correspcm- 
dents,' but to find out and select the best. The 
happiitess of millions depended upon it. Hence I 
was often obliged to travel during these exami- 
nations, in order to converse with those who had 
been pointed out to us as capable of giving their 
testimony ; and, that no time might be lost, to do 
this in the night.- More than two hundred miles 
in a week were sometimes passed over on these 
occasions. 

The disappointments, too, which I frequently 
experienced in these journeys, increased the poig- 
nancy of the suffering, which arose from a con- 
templation of the melancholy cases which I had 
thus travelled to brlng'forward to the public view. 
The reader at present can have no idea of these. 
I have been sixty miles to visit a person of wh(M 
I had heard, not only as possessing important 
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knowledge, but as espousing our opinions on this 
subject. I have at length seen him. He has 
applauded my pursuit at our first interview. He 
has told me, in the course of our conversation, 
that neither my own pen, nor that of any other 
man, could describe adequately the horrors of 
the Slave-trade, horrors which he himself had 
witnessed. He has exhorted me to perseverance 
in this noble cause. Could I have wished for a 
more favorable reception ? But nmrk" the issue. 
He was the nearest relation of a rich person con- 
cerned in the traflftc ; and if he were to come for- 
ward with his evidence publicly, he should ruin all 

• his expectations from that quarter. In the same 
week I have visited another at a still greater dis- 
tance. I have met with similar applause. I have 
heard him describe scenes of misery which he had 
witnessed, and on the relation of which he him- 
self almost wept. But mark the issue again. *^I 
am a surgeon," says he ; ^^ through that window 
you see a spacious house. It is occupied by a 
West Indian. The medical attendance upon his 
family is of considerable importance to the tem- 
poral interests of mine. If I give you my evi- 
dence I lose his patronage. At the house above 

. him lives an East Indian. The two families are 
connected : I fear, if I lose the support of (»)e, 
I shall lose that of the other also : but I will give 
you privately all the intelligence in my power.* 

The reader nmy now conceive the many mis- 
erable hours I must have spent, after such visits^ 

. in returning home ; and how grievously my beaart 
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ipust have been afflicted by these cruel disappoint* 
^lentS2 but more particularly where they arose 
from causes inferior to those which have been 
now mentioned, or.from little frivolous excuses, 
or idle and unfounded conjectures, unworthy of 
beings expected to fill a moral station in life. Yes, 

man ! often in these solitary journeyings have 

1 exclaimed against the baseness of thy nature, 
when reflecting on the little paltry considerations 
which have smothered thy benevolence, and hin- 
dered thee from succoring an oppressed brother. 
And yet, on a further view of things, I have 
reasoned myself into a kinder feeling, towards 
thee. For 1 have been obliged to consider ulti- 
mately, that there were both lights and shades 
in the human character ; and that, if the bad 
part of our nature was visible on these occasions, 
the nobler part of it ought not to be forgotten. 
While I passed a censure upon those, who were 
backward in serving this great cause of humanity 
and justice, how many did I know, who wexe 
toiling in the support of it ! I drew also this con- 
solation from my reflections, that I had done my 
duty ; that I had left nothing untried or undone ; 
that amidst all these disappointments I had col- 
lected information, which might be useful at a 
future time ; and that such disappointments were 
almost inseparable from the prosecution of a cause 
of such magnitude, and where the interests of so 
many were concerned. 

Having now given a general account of my own 

proceedings, I sh^ state those of the committee ; 
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4Hr show how they contributed, by fulfilling- the 
duties of their several departments, to promote 
the cause in the interim. 

, In the first place they completed the rules, or 
code of laws, for their own government. 

They contmued to adopt and circulate books^ 
that they might still enlighten the public mind 
on the subject, ai>d preserve it interested in favor 
of their institution. They kept the pres^ indeed 
almost constantly going for this purpose. They 
printed, within the period mentioned, Ramsajr's 
Address on the proposed Bill for the Abolition; 
the Speech of Henry Beaufoy, esquire, on Sir 
William Dolben^s Bill, of which an extract was 
given in the first volume ; Notes by a Planter on 
the two Reports from the Committee of the hon- 
orable House of Assembly of Jamaica ; Observa- 
tions on the Slave-trade by Mr. Wadstrom ; and 
Dickson's Letters on Slavery. These were all new 
publications. To those they added others of less 
note, with new editions of the old. 

They voted their thanks to the reverend Mr, 
Gifford, for his excellent sermon on the Slave- 
trade ; to the pastor and congregation of the Bap- 
tist church at Maze Pond, Southwark, for their 
liberal subscription ; and to John Barton, one of 
their own members, for the services he had ren- 
dered them. The latter, having left his residence 
in town for one in the country, solicited permis- 
sion to resign, and hence this mark of approbation 
was given to him. He was continued also as an 
honorary and corresponding member. 
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They elected David Hartley and Richard Sharpe, 
esquires, into- their own body, and Alexander Jaf- 
fray, esquire, the reverend Charles Symmons of 
Haverfordwest, and the reverend T. Burgess, 
(now bishop of St. David's) as honorary and 
corresponding members. The latter had written 
Considerations on the Abolition of Slavery and 
the Slave-trade upon grounds of natural, religious, 
and political duty, which had been of great ser* 
vice to the cause. 

Of the new correspondents of the committee 
within this period I may first mention Henry Tay- 
lor, of North Shields ; William Proud, of HuU ; 
the reverend T. Gisborne, of Yoxall Lodge ; and 
William Ellford, esquire, of Plymouth. The lat- 
ter as chairman of the Pl^ymouth committee, sent 
up for inspection an engraving of a plan and 
section of a slave-ship, in which the bodies of the 
slaves were seen stowed in the proportion of rather 
less than one to a ton. This happy invention 
gave all those, who saw it, a much better idea than 
they could otherwise have bad of the horrors of 
their transportation, and contributed greatly as will 
appear afterwards, to ipipress the public in favor 
of our cause. 

The next whom I shall mention, was C. L. 
Evans, esquire, of West Bromwich ; the reverend 
,T. Clarke, of Hull ; S. P. Wolferstan, esquire, of 
. Statford near Tamworth ; Edmund Lodge, esquire, 
of Halifax ; the reverend Caleb Rotheram, of Ken- 
dal ; and Mr. Campbell Haliburton, of Edinburgh. 
The news which Mr. Haliburton sent was very 
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agreeable. He ioformed us that, in consequence 
of the great exertions of Mr. Alison, an iqstita- 
tion had been formed in Edinburgh, similar to 
that in London, which would take all Scotland 
under its care and management, as far as related 
to this great subject. He mentioned lord Gar- 
denston as the chairman ; Sir William Forbes as 
the deputy chairman ; himself as the secretary; 
and lord Napier, professor Andrew Hunter, pro- 
fessor Greenfield, and William Creech, Adam 
Rolland, Alexander Ferguson, John Dickson, 
John Erskine, John Campbell, Archibald Gib- 
son, Archibald Fletcher, and Horatius Canning, 
esquires, as the committee. 

The others were the reverend J. Bidlake, of 
Plymouth ; Joseph Storrs, of Chesterfield ; Wil- 
liam Fothergill, of Carr End, Yorkshire; J. Sey- 
mour, of Coventry ; Moses Neave, of Poole ; Jo- 
seph Taylor, of Scarborough ; Timothy Clark, of 
Doncaster ; Thomas Davis, of Milverton ; George 
Croker Fox, of Falmouth ; Benjamin Grubb, of 
Clommell in Ireland ; Sir William Forbes, of Edin- 
burgh ; the reverend J. Jamiespn, of Forfar ; and 
Joseph Gurney, of Norwich ; the latter of whom 
sent up a remittance, and intelligence at the same 
time, that a committee, under Mr. Leigh, so often 
before mentioned, had been formed in that city.* 

But the committee in London, while they were 
endeavoring to promote the object of their insti- 

* On the removal of Mr. .Leigh fix)m Norwich, Dr. Pretyman^ 
precentor of Linoohi, and a prebend of Norwich, succeeded him* 
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tution at home, continued their exertions for the 
same purpose abroad within this period. 

.They kept up a communication with the differ- 
ent societies estabUshed in America. 

They directed their attention also to the conti- 
nent of Europe. They had already applied, as 
I mentioned before, to the king of Sweden in 
favor of their cause, and had received a gracious 
answer. They now, attempted to interest other 
potentates in it. For this purpose they bound up 
in an elegant manner two sets of the Essays on the 
Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species and 
on the Impolicy of the Slave-trade, and sent them 
to the Chevalier de Pinto, in Portugal. They 
bound up in a similar manner three sets of the 
same, and pent them to Mr. Eden, (now lord 
Auckland,) at Madrid, to be given to the king 
of Spain, the Count d'Aranda, and the Marquis 
del Campomanes. 

They kept up their correspondence with the 
committee at Paris, which had greatly advanced 
itself in the eyes of the French nation ; -so that, 
when the different bailliages sent deputies to the 
States-General, they instructed them to take the 
Slave-trade into their consideration as a national 
object, and with a view to its abolition. 

They kept up their correspondence with Dr. 
Frossard of Lyons. He had already published in 
France on the subject of the Slave-trade ; and now 
he offered the committer to undertake the task, so 
long projected by them, of collecting such argu- 
ments and facU concerning it, ai^ translating 
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that they were people of very inferior capacities, 
and but little removed from the brute creation; 
whence an inference was drawn, that their treat- 
ment, against which so much clamor had arisen^ 
was adapted to their intellect and feelings. 

The next attempt was to degrade the abolition* 
ists in the opinion of the house, by showing the 
wildness and absurdity of their schemes. It was 
again insisted upon that emancipation was the real 
object of the former ; so that thousands of slaves 
would be let loose in the islands to rob or perish, 
and who could never be brought back again into 
habits of useful industry. 

An attempt was then made to excite their 
pity in behalf of the planters. The abolition, it 
was said, would produce insurrections among the 
slaves. But insurrections wauld produce the mas- 
sacre of their masters ; and, if any of these should 
happily escape from butchery, they would be re- 
served only for ruin. 

An appeal was then made to them on the 
ground of their own interest and of that of the 
people, whom they represented. It was stated 
that the ruin of the islands would be the ruin of 
themselves and of the country. Its revenue would 
be half annihilated. Its naval strength would 
decay. Merchants, manufacturers and others, 
would come to beggary. But in this deplorable 
situation they would expect to be indemnified for 
their losses. Compensation indeed must follow. 
It could not be withheld. But what would be 
the amount of it 1 The country would have no 
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Ief0 than from eighty to a hundred millions to 
pay the sufferers ; and it would be driven to such 
distress in paying this siim as it had never befbre 
experienced. 

The last atteojpt was to show them that a regu- 
lation of the trade was all that was now wanted. 
While this would remedy the evils complained of, 
it would prevent the mischief which would as- 
suredly follow . the abolition. The planters ,had 
already done their part. The assemblies of the dif- 
ferent islands had most of them made wholesome 
laws upon the subject. The very bills passed for 
this purpose in Jamaica ajld Grenada had arrived 
in England, and might be seen by the public : the 
great grievances had been redressed: no slave 
could now be mutilated or wantonly killed by his 
owner ; one man could not now maltreat, or bruise, 
or wound the slave of another ; the aged could 
not now be turned off to perish by hunger. There 
were laws also relative to the better feeding and 
clothing of the slaves. It remained only that the 
trade to Africa should be put under as w^ise and 
humane regulations as the slavery in the islands 
had undergone. 

These different statements, appearing now in the 
public papers from ftay to day, began, in this early 
stage of the question, when the subject in all its 
bearings was known but- to few, to make a con- 
siderable impression upon those, who were soon 
to be called to the decision of it. But that, which 
had the greatest effect upon them, was the enor- 
mous amount of the compensation^ which^ it was 
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said, must be made. • This statement against the' 
abolition was making its way so powerfully, that 
archdeacon Paley thought it his duty to write, 
and to send to the committee, a little treatise 
called Arguments against the Unjust Pretensions 
of Slave Dealers and Holders, to be Indemnified 
by Pecuniary Allowances at the Public Expense 
in case the Slave-trade should be Abolished. . This 
treatise, when the substance of it was detailed in 
the public papers, had its influence upon several 
members of the House of Commons. But there 
were others, who had been as it were panic-strutk 
by the statement. These in their fright seemed 
to have lost the right use of their eyes, or to have 
looked through a magnifying glass. With these 
the argument of emancipation, which they would 
have rejected at another time as ridiculous, ob- 
tained now easy credit. The massacres too and 
the ruin, though only conjectural, they admitted 
also. Hence some of them deserted our cause 
wholly, while others, wishing to do justice as far 
as they could to the slaves on the one hand, and 
to their own countrymen on the other, adopted a 
middle line of conduct, and would go no further 
than the regulation of the trad^. 

' While these preparations Wfere making by our 
opponents to prejudice the minds of those, who , 
.were to be the judges in this contest, Mr. Pitt pre- 
sented the privy council report at the bar of the 
i House of Commons ; and as it was a large folio 
1 volume, and contained the evidence upon which 
' the question was to be decided, it was necessary 
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that - time should \>e given to the members to 
peruse it. Accordingly the twelfth of May was 
appointed, instead of the twenty-third of April, for 
the discussion of the (question. 

This postponement of the discussion of the ques- 
tion gsrve time to all parties to prepare themselves 
further. The merchants and planters availed 
themselves of it to collect petitions to Parliament 
from interested persons against the abolition of the 
trade, to wait upon members of Parliament by 
deputation, in order to solicit their attendance in 
their favor, and to renew their injurious para- 
graphs in the public papers. The committee for 
the abolition availed themselves of it to reply to 
these; and here Dr. Dickeipn, who had been sec- 
retary to governor Hey, in Barbadoes, and' who 
had offered the committee his Letters on Slavery 
before mentioned, and his services ako, was of 
singular, use. Many members of Parliament 
availed themselves of it to retire into the country 
to read the report. Among the latter were Mr. 
Wilberforce and Mr. Pitt. In this retirement they 
discovered, notwithstanding the great disadvan- 
tages under which we had labored with respect 
to evidence, that our cause was safe, and that as 
far as it was to be decided 'by reason and sound 
policy, it would triumph. It was in this retire- 
ment that' Mr. Pitt made those able calculations, 
which satisfied him for ever after, as the minister 
of the country, as to the safety of the great mea- 
sure of the abolition of the Slave-trade ; for he 
had clearly proved, that not only the islands could 
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go on in a flourishing etdte "i^ithoui supj^ies frotBi 
tbe coBfit of Africfi) but Uii^t they were then in a 
condition to do it« 

At lengthy the twelfth of May oftited. Mr. 
Wilberforce rose up in the commons, aod moved 
the order of the day for the house to resolve itoelf 
into a committee of the whde bouse, to take into 
consideration the petition3, which had beea piie-^ 
sented against the Slave-trade. 

This order having been read, he moved that 
the report of the committee of (Nrivy council ; that 
the acts passed in the islands relative to slaved; 
that the evidence adduced last year on the Slave- 
trade ; that the petitions offered in the last^sesaaon 
against the Slave-trade; and that the accounts 
presented to the house, in the last and present 
session, relative to the exports and imports to 
Africa, be referred to the same committee. 
. These motions hiaving been severally agreed 
to, the house immediately resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole house, and Sir William 
Dolben was put into the chair. 

Mr. Wilberforce began by declaring, that, when 
he considered bow much discussion the subject, 
which he was about to explain to the committee, 
had occasioned not only in that house but through- 
out the kingdom, and throughout Europe; and 
when he considered the extent and importance of 
it, the variety of interests involved in it, and the 
consequences, which might arise, he owned he 
had been filled with apprehensions, lest a subject 
of such magnitude, and a Cause of such weight 
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ehaold suffer from the weakness of its advocate ; 
but when he recollected that in the progress of hiis 
inquiries he had everywhere been received with 
candor, that most people gave him credit for the 
purity of his motives, and that, however many of 
these might then differ from him, they were all 
likely to agree in the end, he had dismissed his 
fears and marched forward with a firmer step in 
this cause of humanity, justice and religion. He 
could not, however, but lament that the subject 
had excited so much warmth. He feared that 
too many on this account were but ill prepared to 
consider it with impartiality. He entreated all 
such to endeavor. to be calm and composed. A 
fair and cool discussion was essentially necessary. 
The motion he meant to offer was as reconcileable 
to political expediency as to national humanity. 
It belonged to no party question. It would* in 
the end be found serviceable to all parties ; and 
to the best interests of the country. He did not 
come forward to accuse the West India planter, 
or the Liverpool merchant, or indeed any one con- 
cerned in this traffic ; but, if blame attached any 
where, to take shame to himself, in common in- 
deed with the whole Parliament of Great Britain, 
who, having suffered it to be carried on under 
their own authority, were all of them participators 
in the guilt. 

In endeavoring to explain the great business of 
the day, he said he. should call the attention of the 
house only to the leading features of the Slave- 
trade. Nor should he dwell long upon these. 

16* 
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Every one might imagme for himself, "what mutt 
be the natural consequence of such a commerce 
with Africa. Weis it not plain that she must 
suffer from it 1 that her savatge manners must be 
rendered still more ferocious ? and that a trade of 
this nature, carried on round her coasts, must ex- 
tend violence and desolation to her ve^ centre 1 
It was well known that the natives of Africa were 
sold as goods, and that numbers of them were 
continually conveyed away from their country by 
the owners of British vessels. ^ The questi<Hi then 
was, which way the latter came by them. In 
answer to this question the privy council report, 
which was then <hi the table, afforded evidence 
the most satisfactory and conclusive. He had 
$ound thinjg^ in it, which had confirmed every 
proposition he had maintained before, whether 
this proposition had been gathered from living in- 
formation of the best authority, or from the his- 
tories he had read. But it was unnecessary eith^ 
to quote the report, or to appeal to history on this 
occasion. Plain reason and common sense would 
point out how the poor Africans were obtained. 
Africa was a country divided into many kingdoms^ 
which had different governments and laws. In 
many parts the princes were despotic. In others 
they had ia limited rule. But in all of them, what- 
ever the nature of the government was, men were 
considered as goods and property, and, as such, 
subject to plunder in the same manner as property 
in' other countries. The persons in power there 
were naturally fond of our commodities ; and to 
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obtain them (which could only be done by the 
sale of their countrymen), they waged war on one 
another, or ev^n ravaged their own country, when 
they could find no pretence for quarrelling with 
their neighbors : in their courts of law inany*poor 
wretches, who were innocent, were condemned ; 
and, to obtain these commodities in greater abun- 
dance, thousands were kidnapped, and torn from 
their families, and sent into slavery. Such trans- 
actions, he said, were recorded in every history 
of Africa, and the report on the table confirmed 
them. With respect, however, to these, he should 
make but One or two observations. If we looked 
into the reign of Henry the Eighth, we should 
find a parallel for one of "^them. We should 
find that similar convictions took place ; and that 
penalties followed conviction. With respect to 
wars, the kings of Africa were never induced to 
engage in them by public principles, by national 
glory, and least of all by the love of their people. 
This had been stated by those most conversant in 
the subject, by Dr. Spaarman and 'Mr, Wadstrom. 
They had conversed with these princes, arid had 
learned from their own mouths, that to procure 
slaves was the object of their hostilities. Indeed, 
there was scc^rcely a single person examined be- 
fore the privy council, who ^d not prove that the 
8|ave-trade was the source of the tragedies acted 
upon that extensive continent. Some had en- 
deavored to palliate this circumstance"; but ^here 
Was not one who did not more or less admit it to 
be true. By one the Slave-trade was called the 
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seyeral naeals a day ; some, of their own country 
provisions, with the best sauces of African* cook* 
ery ; and, by. way of variety, another meal of pidse, 
according to the European taste. After breakfast 
they had water to wash themselves, while their 
apartments were perfumed with frankhicense and 
lime juice. Before dinner they were amused after 
the manner of their country : instruments of musi.c 
were introduced: the s<mg and the dance were 
promoted : games of chance were furnished them: 
the men played and sang, while the women and 
girls made fe^nciful ornaments from beads, with 
which they were plentifully supplied. They were 
indulged in all their little fancies, and kept in 
sprightly humor. Another of them had said, when 
the sailors were flogged, it was out of the hearing 
of the Africans, lest it should depress their spirits. 
He by no means wished to say that such descrip* 
tions were wilful misrepresentations. If they were 
not, it proved that interest or prejudice was capa- 
\Ae of spreading a film over the eyes thick enough 
to occasion total blindnessl 

Others, however, and these men of the greatest 
veracity, had given a different account. What 
would the house think, when by the concurring 
testimony of these the true history was laid open ? 
The slaves who had been described as rejoicing 
in their captivity, were so wrung with misery at 
leaving their country, that it was . the constant 
practice to set sail in the night, lest they should 
know the moment of their departure. With re- 
spect to their accommodation, the right ankle of 
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one .was fastened to the left ankle of another by 
an. iron fetter,; and if they were turbulent, by 
another On the wrists. Instead of thoi apartments 
described, they were placed in niches, and along 
the decks, in such a manner that.it was impos- 
sible for any one to pass among them, however 
careful he might be, without treading upon them. 
Sir Greorge Young had testified, that in a slave- 
ship, on board of which he went, and which had 
not completed her cargo by two hundred and fifty, 
instead of the scent of frankincense being percep- 
tible to the nostrils, the stench was intolerable. 
The allowance of water was so deficient, that the 
slaves were frequently found gasping for life, and 
almost suffocated. The pulse with which they 
had been said to be favored, were absolutely 
English horsebeans. The legislature of Jamaica 
had stated the scantiness both of water and pro- 
visions, as a subject which called for the inter- 
ference of Parlianient;. As Mr. Norris had said, 
the song and the dance were promoted, he could 
not pass over these expressions without telling the 
house what they meant. It would have been 
much more fair if he himself had explaiiied the 
word promoted. The truth was, that, for the sake 
of exercise, these miserable wretches, loaded with 
chains and oppressed with disease, were forced to 
dance by the terror of the lash, and sometimes 
by the actual use of it. " I,-' said one of the evi- 
dences, " was employed to dance the men, while 
another person danced the women." Such then 
was the meaning of the word promoted; and it 
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might also be observed with respect to food, that 
instruments wer6 sometimes carried out, in order 
'to force them to eat; which was the scypne sort 
of proof, how mnch they enjoyed themselres in 
this instance also. With respect to their singings 
it consisted pf songs of lan^ntation for the loss 
of their country. While they sung they were in 
tears : so that one of the captains, more himaane 
probably than the rest, threatened a woman with 
a flogging because the moumfulness of her song 
was too painful to his feelings. Perhaps he could 
npt give a beiter proof of the* sufferings of these 
injured people during their passage, than by stat* 
ing the moilality which accompanied it. This was 
a species of evidence which was infallible on this 
occasion. Death was a witness which cotdd not 
deceive them ; and the proportion of deaths would 
not only confirm, but, if possible, even aggravate 
our suspicion of the misery of the transit. • It 
would be found, upon an average of all the ships, 
upon which evidence had been given, that, exclu- 
sively of such as perished before they sailed from 
Africa, not less than twelve and a half per cent 
died on their passage : besides these, the Jamaica 
report stated that four and a half per cent, died 
while in the harbors, or on shore before the day 
of sale, which was only about the space of twelve 
or fourteen days after their arrival there ; and one 
third more died in the seasoning ; and this in a 
climate exactly similar to their own, and where, 
as some of the witnesses pretended, they were 
healthy and happy. Thus, out of every lot of one 
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hm^djredy shipped from Afiri(>a, seventeen .dje4 in 
9i}H>\ii nin^ weeks, and not inore thm fifty lived 
to become effective laborers in< our i^Unds. 

Having advanced thus far i^ his investigation, 
he felt; he said, the wicl^edness of the Slave-trade 
to be so enormous, so dreadful, and irremediable, 
that he could stop at no alternative short of its abo- 
lition. A trade "founded on iniquity, and carried 
on with such circumstances of horror, must be 
nbplished, let the policy of it be what it might ; 
and he had from this time determined, whatever 
were the consequences, that he would never rest 
jtill he had effected that abolition. His mind had 
indeed been harassed by the objections of the W^st 
India planters, who had asserted, that the ruin of 
their property must be the consequence of such a 
measure. He could not help, however, distrust- 
ing their arguments. He could not believe that 
the Almighty Being, who had forbidden the prac- 
tice of i*apine and bloodshed, had made rapine and 
bloodshed necessary to any part of his universe. 
He felt a confidence in this persuasion, and took 
the resolution to act upon it. Light indeed soon 
broke in upon him. The suspicion of his mind was 
;every day confirmed by increasing information, 
and the evidence he had now to offer upon this 
point was decisive and complete. The principle 
upon which he founded the necessity of the aboli- 
tion was not policy, but justice : but, though jus- 
tice were the principle of the measure, yet he 
trusted he should distinctly prove it to be recon- 
cileahle with our truest political interest. 
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In the first place, he asserted that the number 
of the slaves in our 'West India Islandsi might be 
kept up without the introduction of recruits from 
AMca ; and to prove this, he would enumerate 
the different sources of their mortality. The first 
was the disproportion, of the sexes, there being, 
upon an average, about five males imported to 
* three females : but this evil, when the Slave-trade 
was abolished, would cure itself. The second con- 
sisted in the bad condition in which they were 
brought to the islands, and the methods of pre- 
paring them for sale. They arrived frequently in 
a sickly and disordered state, and then they were 
made up for the market by the application of 
astringents, washes, mercurial ointments, and re- 
pelling drugs, so that their wounds and diseases 
might be hid. These artifices were not only fraud- 
ulent but fatal : but these, it was obvious, would 
of themselves fall with the trade. A third was, 
excessive labor joined with improper food ; and a 
fourth was, the extreme dissoluteness of their 
manners. These also would both of them be 
counteracted by the impossibility of getting further 
supplies : for owners, now unable to replace those 
slaves whom they might lose, by speedy purchases 
in the markets, would be more careful how they 
treated them in future, and a better treatment 
would be productive of better morals. And here 
he would just advert to an argument used against 
those who complained of cruelty in our islands, 
which was, that it was the interest of masters to 
treat their slaves with humanity : but surely it 
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was immediate and present, not future and dis- 
tant, interest, which was the great spring of action 
in the affairs of mankind. Why did we make 
laws to punish men 1 *It was their interest to be 
upright and virtuous: but there was a present 
impulse continuaUy breaking in upon their better 
judgment, and an impulse, which was known to 
be contrary to their permanent advantage. It was > 
ridiculous to say that men would be bound, by 
their interest, when gain or ardent passion urged 
them. It might as well be asserted that a stone 
could not be thrown into the air, or a body move 
from place to place, because the principle of gravi- 
tation bound them to the surface of the earth. 
If a planter in the West Indies found himself 
reduced in his profits, he did not usually dispose 
of any part of his slaves ; and his own gratifica- 
,tions were never given up, so long as there was 
■a possibility of making any retrenchment in the 
^owance of his slaves. But to return to the 
subject which he had left : He was happy to state, 
that as all the causes of the decrease which he 
had stated migJit be remedied, so, by the progress 
of Ught and reformation, these remedies had been^ 
gradually coming into practice ; apd that, as these 
had increased, the decrease of slaves had in an 
equal proportion been lessened. By the gradual 
adoption of these remedies, he could prove from 
the report on the table, that the decrease of slaver 
in Jamaica had lessened to such a degree, that 
from the year 1774 to the present, it was not quite 
one in a hundred, and that in fact they were at 
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presto! in a state of increase ; for thilt thid bfaftte 
in that island, at this mfatnent,. exceeded the deatlis 
by one thousand Or eleven hundred p^r amiulti. 
Barbadoes, Nevis^ Antigua, and the PentaUdlifi, 
were, like Jamaica, lessening their deete^bse^ attd 
holding forth an evident and reasontible exp(»ei^ 
tion of a speedy state of increase by natural pdJM- 
lation. But all'owing the number 6f hbgtoeii eveh 
to decrease for d time^ there Were methodic Whiiih 
would ensure the Welfare of the Wei^t India M&n^. 
The lands there might be cultivated by ftWto 
hands,' and this to greater advantiige to thil ^f^ 
prietors and to this country, by the prodttciB 6f cin- 
namon, c6ffee, and cotton, than by thai of migai^. 
The produce of the plantatioils, might lUso be 
conuderably increased, even in the casi^ df ragai^ 
with less hands than were at present empAo^^ if 
the owners of them would but introduce machitito 
of husbandry. Mr. Long himself, long residisilt 
as a planter, had proved, upon his own estate, 
that the plough, though so little used in the West 
Indies, did the service of a hundred slaves, arid 
caused the satne ground to produce three hdg»> 
heads of sugarj which, when cultivated by blares^ 
would only produce two. The divisions of work^ 
which, in free and civilized countries^ was the 
grand source of wealth, and the reduction of th^ 
number of domestic servants, of whom not leas 
than from twenty to forty werfe kept in ordinary 
families, afibrded other resources ibr this purpose. 
But, granting that all these suppositions should be 
unfounded^ and that every one of these i^Ub^titutei 
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Bhoold fail for a time, the planters would be in- 
demnified, as is the case in all transactions of com^ 
merce, by the increased price of their produce in 
the British market. Thus, by contending against 
the abolition, they were defeated in every part of 
the argument. But he would never give up the 
point, that the number of the slaves could be kept 
up by natural population, and without any depen- 
dance whatever on the Slave-trade. He there- 
fore called upon the house again to abolish it as a 
criminal waste of life ; it was utterly unnecessary; 
he had proved it so by documents contained in the 
report. The merchants of Liverpool, indeed, had 
thought otherwise, but he should be cautious how 
he assented to their opinions. They declared 
last year that it was a losing trade at two slaves 
to a ton, and yet they purisued it when restricted 
to five slaves to three tons. He believed, however, 
that it was upon the whole a losiug concern ; m 
the same manner as the lottery would be a losing 
adventure to any company who should buy all the 
tickets. Here and there an individual gained a 
large prize, but the majority of adventurers gained 
nothing. The same merchants, too, had asserted, 
that the town of Liverpool would be ruined by the 
abolition. But Liverpool did not depend for its 
consequence upon the Slave-trade. The whole 
export tonnage from that place amounted to no 
less than 170,000 tons; whereas the .export part 
of it to Africa amounted only to 13,000. Liver- 
pool, he was sure, owed its greatness to other and 
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mty difibreni causes ; tfa6 Slaye-trade bearm|^ bite 
a dmall proportion to its other trades. 

Having gone through that part of the subject 
#hich related to the slaves^he would now anlswer 
two objections which he had frequently beaid 
stairted. The first of these was, that the abolition 
df the Slave-trade would operate to the total ruin 
of our navy, and to the increase of that of our 
rivals. For an answer to these assertion^ he 
referred to what he considered to be the most valu^^ 
mble part of the report, and for which the house 
and the country were indebted to the indefiBttigdbto 
teertions of Mr. Clarkson. By the report it ap^ 
peared that, instead* of the Slave-trade being ii 
nursery for British seamen, it was their grave. It 
appeared that more seamen died in that trade in 
one year than in the whole remaining trade of the 
country in two. Out of nine hundred and ten 
sailors in it, two hundred and sixteen died- in. this 
year, while upon a fair average of the same num-^ 
ber of men employed in the trades to the East 
and West Indies, Petersburgh, Newfoundland, and 
Greenland, no more than eighty-seven died. - It 
'appeared, also, that out of three thousand one 
hundred and seventy, who had left Liverpool in 
the slave-ships in the year 1787, only one thousand 
four hundred and twenty-eight had returned** 
And here, while he lamented the loss which the 
country thus annually sustained in her seamen^ 
he had additionally to lament the barbarous usage 
* #hich they experienced, and which this trikde^ 
by its natural tendency to harden the heart, ex- 
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elufeively produced. He would just read an extrilct 
of a letter from governor Parrey of Barbadoes, to 
lofd Sydney, one of the secretaries of state. The 
governor declared he could no lotiger contaul 
himself on account of the ill treatment, which 
the British sailors endured at the hands of their 
savage captains. These were obliged to hav6 
thfeir vessels strongly manned, not only on account 
of the tinhealihiness of the climate of Africi, but 
of the necessity of guarding the slaves, and pre- 
venting and suppressing insurrections ; and when 
they arrived in the West Indies, and were out of 
kU danger from the latter, they quarrelled with 
their men on the most frivolous pretences, oil 
purpose to discharge them, and thus save the 
payment of supernumerary wages home. Thug 
many were left in a deceased and deplorable 
state ; either to perish by sickness, or to enter into 
foreign service ; great numbers of whom were fot 
ever lost to their country. The governor con- 
cluded by declaring, that the enormities atteqdant 
on this trade were so great, as to demand the im- 
mediate interference of the legislature. 

The next objection to the abolition was, that it 
we were to relinquish the Slave-trade, our rivals^ 
the French, would take it up ; so that, while w6 
should suffer by the measure, the evil would still 
go on, and this even to its former extent. This 
was, mdeed, a very weak argument ; and, if it 
would defend the continuance of the ^ave-trade^ 
might equally be urged in favor of robbclryj mur- 
der, and every species of wickedness, which, ix 
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unqualified manner. Nothing less than a total 
abolition of the trade would do away the evils com- 
plained of. The legislature of Jamaica, indeed, 
had thought that regulations might answer the 
purpose. Their report had recommended, that no 
person should be kidnapped, or permitted to be 
made a slave, contrary to the customs of Africa. 
But might he not be reduced to this state very 
unjustly, and yet by no means contrary to the 
African laws 1 Besides, how could we distinguish 
between those who were justly or unjustly re- 
duced to it ? Could we discover them by their 
physiognomy ? — ^But if we could, who would be- 
lieve that the British captains would be influenced 
by any regulations made in this country, to refuse 
to purchase those who had not been fairly, hon- 
estly, and uprightly enslaved ] They who were 
offered to us for sale were brought, some of them, 
three or four thousand miles, and exchanged like 
cattle from one hand to another, till they reached 
the coast. But who could return these to their 
homes, or make them compensation for their suf- 
ferings during their long joumeyings 1 He would 
now conclude by begging pardon of the house for 
having detained them so long. He could indeed 
have expressed his own conviction in fewer words. 
He needed only to have made one or two short 
statements, and to have quoted the command- 
ment, " Thou shalt do no murder. *• But he 
thought it his duty to lay the whole of the case, 
and the whole of its guilt, before them. They 
would see now that no mitigations, no palliatiy6% 
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would either be efficient or admissible. Nothing 
short of an absolute abolition could be adopted. 
This they owed to Africa : they owed it> too, to 
Uieir own moral characters. And he hoped they 
would follow up the principle of one of the repent- 
ant African captains, who had gone before the 
' committee of privy council as a voluntary witness 
and that they would make Africa all the atone- 
ment in their power for the multifarious injuries 
she had received at the hands of British subjects. 
With respect to these injuries, their enormity and 
extent, it might be alleged in their excuse, that 
they were not fully acquainted with them till that 
moment, and therefore not answerable for their 
former existence : but now they could no longer 
plead ignorance concerning them. They had seen 
them brought directly before their eyes, and they 
must decide for themselves, and must justify to 
the world and their own consciences the facts and 
principles upon which their decision was formed. 

Mr. Wilberforce having concluded his speech, 
which lasted three hours and a half, read, and laid 
on the table of the house, as subjects for their fu- 
ture discussion, twelve propositions, which he had 
deduced from the evidence contained in the privy 
council report, and of which the following is the 
abridged substance : 

1. That the number of slaves annually carried 
irom the coast of Africa, in British vessels, was 
about 38,000, of which, on *an average, 22,500 
were carried to the British islands, and that of the 
latter only 17,500 were retained there. 
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8. Tbat these slaves, according to the ,eyideac4( 
QU the table, consisted, first, of prisoners of war ; 
secondly, of free persons sold for debt, or aq 
account of real or imputed crimes, particularly 
adultery and witchcraft; in which cases they 
were frequently sold with their whole families, and 
sometimes for the profit of those by whom they 
were condemned ; thirdly, of domestic slaves sold 
for the profit of their masters, in some places at 
the will of the masters, and in, others, on being 
condemned by them for real or imputed crimes ; 
fourthly, of. persons made slaves l^y various actsf 
of oppression, violence, or fraud, committed either 
by the princes and chiefs of those countries on 
their subjects, or by private individuals on each 
other; or, lastly, by Ekiropeans engaged in this 
traffic. 

S. That the trade so carried on had necessarily 
a tendency to occasion frequent and cruel warp 
among the natives ; to produce unjust convic- 
tions and punishments for pretended or aggravated 
crimes ; to encourage acts of oppression, violence, 
and fraud, and to obstruct the natural course of 
civilization and improvement in those countries. 

4. That Africa in its present state furnished 
several valuable articles of commerce which were 
partly peculiar to itself, but that it was adapted 
to the production of others, with which we were 
now either wholly or in great part supplied by 
foreign nations. That an extensive ccunmerce 
with Africa might be substituted in these commo- 
dities, so as to afford a return for as many articles 
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fn htid annually been carried thither in British 
vessels : and, lastly, that such a commerce might 
reasonably be expected to increase by the progress 
of civilization there. 

5. That the Slave-trade was peculiarly destruc- 
tive to the seamen employed in it; and that the 
mortality there had been much greater than in 
any British vessels employed upon the same coast 
in any other service or trade. 

6. T^hoX the mode of transporting the slaves 
from Africa to the West Indies necessarily exposed 
them to many and grievous sufferings, for which no 
regulations could provide an adequate remedy; 
and that in consequence thereof a large proportion 
had annually perished during the voyage. 

7. That a large proportion had also perished in 
the harbors in the West Indies, from the diseases 
contracted in the voyage and the treatment of the 
same, previously to their being sold, and that this 
loss amounted to four and a half per cent, of the 
imjpotted slaves. 

8. That the loss of the newly imported slaves, 
within the three first years after their importa- 
tion,-bore a large proportion to the whole number 
imported. 

9. That the natural increaigie of population 
among the slaves in the islands, appeared to have 
been impeded principally by the following causes: 
First, by the inequality of the sexes in the im- 
portations from Africa. Secondly, by the general 
dissoluteness of manners among the slaves, and 
the want of proper regulations for the encourage* 
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ment of marriages and of rearing children amoag 
them. Thirdly, by the particular diseases which 
were prevalent among them, and which were in 
some instances to be attributed to too severe la- 
bor, or rigorous treatment^ and in others to insuf- 
ficient or improper food. Fourthly, by those dis- 
eases, which affected a large proportion of negro 
children in their infancy, and by those, to which 
the negroes newly imported from Africa had been 
found to be particularly liable. 

10. That the whole number of the slaves in the 
island of Jamaica in 1768, was about 167,000, in 
1774, about 193,000, and in 1787, about 256,000: 
that by comparing these numbers with the num- 
bers imported and retained in the said island dur- 
ing all these years, and making proper allowances 

-the annual excess of deaths above births was in 
the proportion of about seven-eighths per cent. ; 
that in the first six years of this period it was in 
the proportion of rather more than one on every 
hundred ; that in the last thirteen' years of the 
same it was in the proportion of about three- 
fifths on every hundred ; and that a number of 
slaves, amounting to fifteen thousand, perished 
during the latter period in consequence of repeated 
hurricanes, and of the want of foreign supplies of 
provisions. 

11. That the whole number of slaves in the 
island of Barbadoes was in the year 1764, about 
.70,706; in 1774, about 74,874; in 1780, about 
68,870; in 1781, after the hurricane, about 
63^248, and in 1786, about 68,116 : that by com- 
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-paring these numbers with the number imported 
into this island, (not allowing for any re-exporta- 
tion,) the annual excess of deaths above births in 
the ten years from 1764 to 1774, was in the pro- 
portion of about five on every hundred ; that in the 
seven years from 1774 to 1780, it was in the pro- 
portion of about one and one-third on every hun- 
dred ; that between the year 1780 and 1781, there 
had been a decrease in the number of daves of 
about five thousand ; that in the six years from 
1781 to 1786, the excess of deaths was in^ the pro- 
portion of rather less than seven-eighths on every 
hundred ; that in the four years from 1783 to 
1786, it was in the proportion of rather less than 
one-third on every hundred ; and that, during the 
whole period, there was no doubt . that some had 
been exported from the island, but considerably 
more in the first part of this period than in the 
last. 

12. That the account? from the Leeward islands, 
and from Dominica, Grenada, and St; Vincent's, 
did not furnish sufficient grounds for comparing 
the state of population in the said islands at dif- 
ferent periods with the number of slaves, which 
had beeil froih time to time imported there iattd 
exported therefrom ; but that from the evidence 
which had been received respecting the present 
state of these- islands, as well as that of Jamaica 
and Barbadoes, and from a consideration of the 
means of obviating the causes, which had hitherto 
operated to impede the natural increase of the 
liases, and -of leBsening the demand for manual 
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labor, without diminishing the profit of the ptaoi- 
era, no considerable or permanent inconvenieace 
would result from discontinuing the further im- 
portation of African slaves. 

These propositions having been laid upon the 
table of the house, lord Penrhyn rose in behalf of 
the planters, and next after him, Mr. Gascoyne 
(both members for Liverpool), in behalf of the 
inerchants concerned ia the latter place. They 
both predicted the ruin and misery, whiph would 
inevitably follow the abolition of the trade. The 
former said, that no less than seventy millions were 
mortgaged upon lands in the West Indies, ^11 of 
which would be lost. Mr. Wilberforce therefore 
should have made a motion to pledge th^ house to 
the repayment of this sum, before he hail brought 
forward his propositions. Compensation ought to 
hdLYe been agreed upon as a previously necessary 
measure. The latter said, that in consequence 
of the bill of last year mahy ships were laid up and 
many seamen out of employ. His constituents 
bad large capitals engaged in the trade, and if it 
were to be wholly done away, they would suffer 
from not knowing where to employ them. They 
both joined in asserting, that Mr. Wilberforce 
had made so many misrepresentations in all the 
branches of this subject, that no reliance what- 
ever was to be placed on the picture which he had 
chosen to exhibit. They should speak, however, 
more fully to this point, when the propositions 
were discussed. 

The latter declaration called up Mr. Wilber^ 
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force again, who observed, that he had no inten- 
tiod of misrepresenting any fact. He did not 
know that he had done it in any one instance; 
but^ if he had, it would be^easy to convict him 
out of the report upon the table. 

Mr. Burke tjiien rose. He would not, he said, 
detain the committee long. Indeed he was not 
able, weary and indisposed as he then felt himself, 
even if he had an inclination to do it ; but as, od 
account of his other parliamentary duty, he might 
not have it in his power to attend the business 
now before them in its course, he would take that 
opportunity of stating his opinion upon it. 

And, first, the house, the nation, and all Europe 

were under great obligations to Mr. WilberforcO 

for having brought this important subject forward. 

He had done it in a manner the most masterly, 

impressive, and eloquent. He had laid down hi^ 

principles so admirably, and with so much ordet 

and force, that his speech had equalled any thing 

he had ever heard in modern oratory, and p^rhapi^ 

it had not been excelled by any thing to be found 

in ancient times. As to the Slave-trade itself, 

there could not be two opinions about it where 

men were not interested. A trade, begun in 

savage war, prosecuted with unheard-of barbarity, 

continued during the transportation with the most 

loathsome imprisonment, and ending in perpetual 

exile and slavery, was a trade so horrid in all its 

circumstanced, that it was impossible to produce 

a single argument in its favor. On the ground 

of prudence, nothing could be said in defence of 

18* 
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it ; nor could it be justified by necessity. It was 
necessity alone, that could be brought to justify 
inhumanity ; but no case of necessity could be 
made out strong enough to justify this monstrous 
traffic. It was therefore the duty of the house to 
put an end io it, and this without further delay. 
This conviction, that it became them to do it im- 
mediately, made him regret (and it was the only 
thing he regretted in the admirable speech he had 
beard,) that his honorable friend should have in- 
troduced propositions on this subject. He could 
have wished that the business had been brbught 
to a conclusion at once, without voting the propo- 
sitions which had been read to them. He was 
not over fond of abstract propositions. They were 
seldom necessary ; and often occasioned great dif- 
ficulty, embarrassment, and delay. There was 
besides no occasion whatever to assign detailed 
reasons for a vote, which nature herself dictated, 
and which religion enforced. If it should happen, 
that the propositions were not carried in that 
house or the othbr, such a complication of mis- 
chiefs might follow, as might occasion them 
heartily to lament that they were ever introduced. 
If the ultimate resolution shbuld happen to be 
lost, he was afraid the propositions would pass as 
waste paper, if not be injurious to the cause at a 
future time. , . 

And now, as the house must bring this matter 
to an issue, he would beg their attention to a par- 
ticular point. He entreated them to look further 
than the oresent moment^^and to ask themselves^ 
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if they had fortified theit minds sufficiently to 
bear the consequences, which might arise from the 
abolition of the Slave-trade/supposing they should 
decide upon it. When they abandoned it, other 
foreign powers might take it up, and clandes- 
tinely supply our islands with slaves. Had they 
virtue enough to see another country reaping 
profits, which they themselves had given up ; and 
to abstain from that envy natural to rivals, and 
firmly to adhere to their determination ; if so, let 
them thankfully proceed to vote the immediate 
abolition of the Slave-trade. But if they should 
repent of their virtue (and he had known miser- 
able instances of .such repentance), all hopes of 
future reformation of this enormous evil would be 
lost. They would gp back to a trade they had 
abandoned with redoubled attieichment, and would 
adhere to it with a degree of avidity and shame- 
less ardor, to their own humiliation, and to the 
degradation and disgrace of the nation in the eyes 
of all Europe, These were considerations worth 
regarding, before they took a decisive step in a 
business, in which they ought not to mov^ with 
any other determination than to abide by the con- 
sequences at all hazards. The honorable gentle- 
man (who to his eternal honor had introduced 
this great subjept to their notice) had in his elo- 
quent oration knocked at every door, and appealed 
to every passion, well knowing that mankind 
were governed by their sympathies. But there 
were other passions to be regarded. Men were 
always ready to obe; their, sympathies, when it 
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cost them nothing. But were they prepared to 
pay the price of their virtue on this'great occasion? 
This was the question. If they were, they would 
do themselves immortal honor, and would have 
the satisfaction of having done away a commerce, 
which, while it was productive of misery not to 
be described, most of all hardened the heart, and 
vitiated the human character. 

WHh respect to the consequences mentioned by 
-the two members for Liverpool, he had a word or 
two to offer upon them. Lord Penrhyn had talked 
of millions to be lost and paid for. But seeing no 
probability of any loss ultimately, he could see 
no necessity for compensation. He believed, on 
the other hand, that the planters would be great 
gainers by those wholesome regulations, which 
they*would be obliged to make, if the Slave-trade 
were abolished. He did not, however, flatter 
them with the idea that this gain would be im- 
mediate. Perhaps they might experience incon- 
veniences at first, and even some loss. But what 
then ? With their loss, their virtue would be the 
greater. And in this light he hoped the hou^ 
would consider the matter; for, if they were 
called upon to do an act of virtuous energy and 
heroism, they ought to think it right to submit 
to temporary disadvantages for the sake of truth, 
justice, humanity^ and the prospect of greater 
happiness. 

The other member, Mr. Gascoyne, had said^ 
that his constituents, if the trade were abolished, 
could not employ their capitals elsewhere* Bat 
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whether they could or not^ it was the duty of 
that house, if they put them into a traffic, which 
wad shocking to humanity and disgraceful to the 
nation, to change their application, and not to 
allow them to be used to a barbarous purpose. 
He believed, however, that the merchants of Liv- 
erpool would find no difficulty on this head. All 
capitals required active motion. It was in their 
nature not to remain passive and unemployed. 
They would soon> turn them into other channels. 
This they had done themselves during the Amer- 
ican war ; for the Slave-trade was then almost 
wholly lost, and yet they had their ships employed, 
eithpr as transports in the service of government, 
or in other ways. 

And as he now called upon the house not to 
allow any conjectural losses to become impedi- 
ments in the way of the abolition of the Slave- 
trade, so he called upon them to beware how»they 
suffered any representations of the happiness of 
the state of slavery in our islands to influence 
them against so glorious a measure. Admiral 
Barrington had said in" his testimony, that he had 
often envied the condition of the slaves there. 
But surely,* the honorable admiral must have 
meant, that, as he had often toiled like a slave in 
the defence of his country, (as his many gallant 
actions had proved,) so he envied the day, when 
he was to toil in a similar manner in the same 
cause. If, however, his words were to^ be taken 
literally, his sensations could only be accounted 
far by his having seen the negroes in the hour of 
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their spcMrts, when a sense of the misery of their 
conditioa was neither felt hy themselves nor visible 
to others. But their appearance on such occa- 
sions did by no means disprove their low and 
abject state. Nothing made a happy slave but 
a degraded man. In proportion as the mind 
grows callous to its degradation, and all sense of 
manly pride is lost, the slave feels comfort. In 
fact, he is no longer a man. If he were to define 
A man, he would say with Shakspeare, 

<< Man is a being holding large diBooone, 
Looking before and after." 

But a slave was incapable of looking before and 
^fter. He had no motive to do it. He was a mere 
passive instrument in the hands of others, to be 
used at their discretion. Though living, he was 
dead as to all voluntary agency. Though moving 
amidst the creation with an erect form, and with 
the shape and semblance of a human being, he 
was a nullity as a man. 

Mr, Pitt thanked his honorable friend Mr. 
Wilberforce for having at length introduced this 
great and important subject to the consideration 
of the house. He thanked him also for the per- 
spicuous^ forcible, and masterly manner, in which 
he ha^ treated it. He was sure that ho argu- 
ment, compatible with any idea of justice^ could 
be assigned for the continuation of the Slave- 
trade. And, at the same time that he was willing 
to listen with candor and attention to every thing 
that could be urged on the other dde of th« ques- 
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tioD, he was sure that the principles from which 
his opinion was deduced were unalterable. He 
had examined the subject with the anxiety which 
became him, where the happiness and interests of 
so many thousands were concerned, and with the 
minuteness which would be expected of him, on 
account of the responsible situation which he held; 
and he averred, that it was sophistry, obscurity 
of ideas, and vagueness of reasoning, which alone 
could have hitherto prevented all mankind (those 
immediately interested in the question excepted,) 
from agreeing, in one and the same opinion upon 
the subject. With respect to the propriety of in- 
troducing the individual propositions which had 
been offered, he differed with Mr. Burke, and he 
thanked his honorable friend Mr. Wilberforce for 
having chosen the only way in which it could be 
made obvious to the world, that they were war- 
ranted on every ground of reason and of fact in 
coming to thM vote, which he trusted would be 
the end of their proceeding. The grounds for the 
attainment of this end were distinctly stated in 
the propositions. Let the propositions be brought 
before the house, one by one, and argued from the 
evidence ; and it would then be seen, that they 
wer.e such as no one, who was not deaf to the 
language of reason, could deny. Let them bd 
once entered upon the journals of that house, and 
it was almost impossible they should fail. Tho 
abolition must be voted. As to the mode of it, or 
how it should be effected, they were no£ at present 
to diacusB. it; but be tirosted it would be suoh 
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their sports, when a sense of the misery of their 
conditioa was neither felt by themselves nor visible 
to others. But their appearance on such occa- 
sions did by no means disprove their low and 
abject state. Nothing made a happy slave but 
a degraded man. In proportion as the mlind 
grows callous to its degradation, and all sense of 
manly pride is lost, the slave feels comfort. In 
fact, he is no longer a man. If he were to define 
■a, man, he would say with Shakspeare, 

** Man is a being holding large diBooone, 
LfOoking before and after." 

But a slave was incapable of looking before and 
^fter. He had no motive to do it. He was a mere 
passive instrument in the hands of others, to be 
used at their discretion. Though living, he was 
dead as to all voluntary agency. Though moving 
amidst the creation with an erect form, and with 
the shape and semblance of a human being, he 
was a nullity as a man. 

Mr, Pitt thanked his honorable friend Mr. 
Wilberforce for having at length introduced this 
great and important subject to the consideration 
of the house. He thanked him also for the per- 
spicuous^ forcible, and masterly manner, in which 
he ha^ treated it. He was sure that no argu- 
ment, compatible with any idea of justice^ could 
be assigned for the continuation of the Slav^ 
trade. And, at the same time that he was willing 
to listen with candor and attention to every thmg 
ihat could be urged on the other dde of th% quca- 
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tion, he was sure that the principles from which 
his opinion was deduced were unalterable. He 
had examined the subject with the anxiety which 
became him, where the happiness and interests of 
so many thousands were concerned, and with the 
minuteness which would be expected of him, on 
account of the responsible situation which he held ; 
and he averred, that it was sophistry, obscurity 
of ideas, and vagueness of reasoning, which alone 
could have hitherto prevented all mankind (those 
immediately interested in the question excepted,) 
from agreeing, in one and the same opinion upon 
the subject. With respect to the propriety of in- 
troducing the individual propositions which had 
been offered, he differed with Mr. Burke, and he 
thanked his honorable friend Mr. Wilberforce for 
having chosen the only way in which it could be 
made obvious to the world, that they were war- 
ranted on every ground of reason and of fact in 
coming to thM vote, which he trusted would be 
the end of their proceeding. The grounds for the 
attainment of this end were distinctly stated in 
the propositions. Let the propositions be brought 
before the house, one by one, and argued from the 
evidence ; and it would then be seen, that they 
were such as no one, who was not deaf to the 
language of reason, could deny. Let them bd 
once entered upon the journals of that house, and 
it was ahnost impossible they should fail. The 
abolition must be voted. As to the mode of it, or 
how it should be effected, they were no£ at present 
to diacufis it; but be toasted it would be suoh 
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as would not invite foreign powers to supply dtur 
islands with slaves by a clandestine trade. 

After a debt, founded on the immutscble prin- 
ciples of justice, was found tb be due, it was im- 
possible but the country had means to cause it 
to be paid. Should such an illicit proceeding 
be attempted, the only language which it became 
us to adopt was, that Great Britain had resourced 
to enable her to protect her islands, and to pre- 
vent that traffic from being clandestinely carried 
on by them, which she had thought fit from a 
regard to her character to abandon. It was 
highly becoming Great Britain to take the. lead of 
other nations in such a virtuous and magnificent 
measure, and he could not but have confidence, 
that they would be inclined to share the honor 
With us, or be pleased to follow us as their example. 
If we were disposed to set about this glorious 
work in earnest, they might be invited to concur 
with us by a negotiation to be immediately opened 
for that purpose. He would only now observe, 
before he sat down, in answer to certain ideas 
thrown out, that he could by no means acquiesce 
in any compensation for losses, which might be 
sustained by the people of Liverpool, or by others 
in any other part of the kingdom, in the execu- 
tion of this just and necessary undertaking. 

Sir William Yonge said, he wanted no induce- 
ment to concur with the honorable mover of the 
propositions, provided the latter could be fairly 
established, and no serious mischiefs were to arise 
from the abolition. But he was apprehensive that 
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oiaayeyilfl migfat follow, in the case of any aud^ 
den; or unlooked-for decrease in the slaves. They 
might be destroyed by hurricanes. They mIglM 
be. swept olBf by many AUal disorden. In these 
eases, the owners of them would not be able to 
fill up their places, and they who had lent money 
upon the lands, where the losses had happened^ 
would foreclose their mortgages. He was fearful^ 
also that a clandestine trade would be carried oi^ 
and then the sufferings of the Africans, crammed 
up in small vessels, which would be obliged to be 
hovering about from day to day, to watch an op* 
portumty of landing, would be ten times greater 
than any which they now experienced in the legal 
trade. He was glad, however, as the matter was 
to be discussed, that it had been brought fok:* 
ward in the shape of distinct proposition!^ to be 
grounded upon the evidence in the privy council 
report. 

Mr. Fox observed, that he did not like, where 
he agreed as to the substance of a measure, to 
differ with respect to the form of it. If, however, 
he difiered in any thing in the present case, it was 
with a view rather to forward the business tha^ 
to injure it, or to throw anything like an obstacte 
in its way. Nothing Uke either should come from 
him. What he thought wasj that all the proposi*- 
tions were not necessary to be voted previously to 
the ultimate decision, though some of them iin» 
doubtedly were. He considered them as of two 
clashes: the one, alleging th« grounds upon which 
it was [Nroper to proceed to the aboUtion ; sacb aft 
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that the trade was productive of inexpressible 
misery, in various ways, to the innocent natives 
of Africa ; that it was the grave of our seamen ; 
and so on : the other, merely answering objections 
which might be started, and where there might 
be a difference of opinion. He Y^as however glad 

' that the propositions were likely to be entered 
upon the journals ; since, if from any misfortune, 
the business shpuld .be deferred, it might succeed 
fanother year. Sure he was that it could not fail 

, to succeed sooner or later. He highly approved 
of what Mr. Pitt had said, relative to the language 
it' became us to hold out to foreign powers in case 
of a clandestine trade. With respect, however, 
to the assertion of Sir William Tonge, that a 
clandestine trade in slaves would be worse than a 
legal one, he could not admit it. Such a trade, 
if it existed at all, ought only to be clandestine. 
A trade in human flesh and sinews was so scan- 
dalous, that it ought not openly to be carried on 
by any government whatever, and much less by 
that of a Christian country. With regard to th« 
regulation of the Slave-trade, he knew of no such 
thing as a regulation of robbery and murder. 
There was no medium. The legislature must 
either abolish it, or plead guilty of all the wicked- 
ness which had been shown to attend it. . He 
would now say a word or two with respect to the 
conduct of foreign nations on this subject. It was 
possible that these, when they heard that the 
matter had been discussed in that house, might 
' follow the example, or they might go before us 
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and set one theinselyes. If this were to happen, 
though We might be the losers, humanity would 
be the gainer. He hitnself had been thought 
sometimes to use expressions relative to France, 
which were too harsh, and as if he could only 
treat her as the enemy of this country. Politically 
speaking, France was our rival. But he well 
knew the distinction between political enmity and 
iUiberal prejudice. If there was any great and 
enlightenied nation in Europe, it was France, 
which was as likely as any country upon the face 
of the globe to catch a spark from the light of our 
£re, and to act upon the present subject with 
warmth and enthusiasm. France had often been 

■ 

improperly stimulated by her aiUbition ; and he 
had no doubt but that, in the present instance, she 
would readily follow its honorable dictates. 

Mr. (now lord) Grenvillo wuuld not detain the 
house by going into a question, which had been 
so ably argued ; but he should not do justice to 
his feelings, if he did hot express publicly to his 
honorable friend, Mr. WilberforcCj the pleasure 
he had received from one of the most masterly 
and eloquent speeches he had ever heard ; a 
speech, which, while it did honor to him, entitled 
him to the thanks of the house, of the people 
of England, of all Europe, and of the latest pos- 
terity. He approved of the proposition, as the 
best mode of bringing this great question to a 
happy issue. He was pleased also with the lan- 
guage which had been held out with respect to 
foreign nations, and with our determination to 
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MWrt lO^ sig^i 0t prevooAiog owr colonies from 
im^yififi 0n imjf tiiM^ which we iiad ithom^ k 

AM^rmen jyiewfibftiw* Sftlirbrfalge, and ifaiMBy 
itbpMgh they wiiheid w^U (o the cause of human- 
ity* )CPUl4 Dot, 9ji f epreaieDtaiivfitf of the dity of 
;]^d^9 giye dii^ eottcurroDce to a JOOftMnce, 
which would ipjiH^ h ao ofeeniiidly «« ihat «f 'the 
•l^hplHioo of the filAve-^irade. This tnude mtghC 
l^o^i^tedly be pisit under wholesome legtdaljoQa^ 
■#d4 «oade productive of gneat commereial admn- 
^age9- But, !f .ii were aboUdied, ii would render 
4he ciity of London >oae ectam of bankruftoir .and 
^o. It became ihe house to take eare, vUle 
.4bey were sivioig way Ae the goodaess of ti«ir 
j^f^i&f that they did not contribute to the rain of 
the mereantile mtareatis of the country. 

Mr. Martin at«ted» thatJha vas 9» wett eatiified 
with the speech of the honorable gentlemen, who 
jiad introduced the propositions, and with the lan^ 
guage held out by other distinguished members 
4>a this subject, that be felt himself more proud 
ihan ever of being an Englishman. He hoped 
iind believed, that the melancholy predictions of 
Ihe worthy alderfnen would not prove true, and 
that the citizens of London would have too much 
public spirit to wiA that a great national object 
{which comprehended the great duties of hu- 
IPaoity and justice), should be set aside, merely 
a^ of eojcieideration to their own private mteresCs. 

Mr. Dempster expected, notwithstanding all he 
faad hoard* that the first proposition suboutted 



ABOLITION OF THB SLAVC-TRAD^. i%l 

to tbem, would have been to make good out of 
the public purse all the losses individuals were 
liable to sustain from an abolition of the Slave- 
trade. This ought to have been, as lord Penrhyii. 
had observed, a preliminary measure. He did 
not like to be generous out of the pockets of 
others. They were to abolish the trade, it was 
said, out of a principle of humanity. Undoubt- 
edly they owed humanity to all mankind. But 
they also owed justice to those who were interested 
in the event of the question, and had embarked 
their fortunes on the faith of Parliament. In fact, 
he did not Uke to see men' introducing even their 
schemes of benevolence to the detriment of other 
people; and much less did he like to see them 
going to the colonies, as it were upon their estates, 
and prescribing rules to them for their manage- 
ment. With respect to his own speculative opin- 
ion, as it regarded cultivation, he had no objec- 
tion to give it. He was sure that sugar could be 
raised cheaper by free men than by slaves. This 
the practice in China abundantly proved. But 
yet neither he nor any other person had a right 
to force a system upon others. As to the trade 
itself, by which the present laborers were gfiip? 
plied, it had been considered by that house as so 
valuable, that they had preferred it to all others, 
and had annually voted a considerable sum to- 
wards carrying it on. They had hitherto deemed 
it an essential nursery for our seamen. Had it 
really been such as had been represented, our 

ancestors would scarcely haye encouraged it ; and 
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Mr. Blackburne another from certain manufeu:- 
turers of Manchester ; Mr. Gascoyne another from 
the corporation of Liverpool ; and lord Penrhyn 
and others from different interested bodies in the 
same town. 

Mr. Wilberforce then moved the order of the 
day, for the house to go into a committee of the 
whole house on the report of the privy council) 
and the several matters of evidence already upon 
the table, relative to the Slave-trade. 

Mr. Alderman Sawbridge immediately aroee, 
and asked Mr. )|Vilberfoi:ce, if he meant to adduce 
any other evidence, besides that in the privy 
council report, in behalf of his propositions, or to 
admit other witnesses, if such could be found, to 
invalidate them. Mr. Wilberforce replied* that 
he was quite satisfied with the report on the table. 
It would establish all his. propositions. He should 
call no witnesses himself: as to permission to 
others to call them, that must be determined by 
the house. 

This question and this answer gave birth imme- 
diately to great disputes upon the subject. Alder- 
men Sawbridge, Newnham, and Watson ; lords 
Penrhyn and Maitland ; Mr, Gascoyne, Marsham, 
and others spoke against the admission of the evi- 
dence, which had been laid upon the table. They 
contended, that it was insufficient, defective, and 
contradictory ; that it was ex parte evidence ; that 
it had been manufactured by ministers ; that it was 
founded chiefly on hearsay, and that the greatest 
part of it was false ; that it had undergone no 
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xlKMishexftniiiifttwQ ^ llmt it was unccmstitutiona] ; 
j^nd ibKif if tbey admitted it, they would establish 
% dangerous ])recedeQi, jemd abandon tbeir rights. 
ii wfBBB urged on the other hand by Mr. Cpurtenay, 
ihai it oould not be ea parte evidence, because k 
«ontaiz»ed testimony on both sides of the question. 
The cirounistance also of its being contradictory, 
'which had been alleged against it, proved that it 
WSB$ ibe result of an impartial examination. Mr. 
Fox observed, that it was perfectly admissiUe. 
He called upon those wlio took ^he 4>ther side of 
Ahe question, to say why, if it was really inadmis* 
mUe, they had not opposed it at first. It had now 
l»een a long time on the table, and no fault had 
been found with it. The truth was, it did not suit 
them, and they were determined by a side wind 
§3 it were, tp put an end to the inquiry. Mr. 
f itt observed that, if Pariiameot had previoue^ 
resolved to receive no evidence on a given subject 
but from the privy council, such a resolution, in- 
deed, would strike at the root of the privileges of 
the House of Commons; but it was absurd to 
suppose that the house could upon no occasion 
receive evidence, taken where it was most con- 
venient to take it, and std)ject throughout to new 
investigation, if any one doubted ito validity. The 
report of the privy council consisted, first, of caU 
halations and accounts from the public offices, and 
next, of written documents on the subject ; both 
of which were just as authentic, as if they had 
been laid upon the table of that h6use. The 
jremauaing part of it consisted of the testimony 
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of living witnesses, all of whose names were pab- 
lished, so that if any one doubted their veracH j, 
it was open to him to re-examine all or each of 
them. It had been said by adversaries that the 
report on the table was a weak and imperfect 
report, but would not these have the advantage 
of its weakness and imperfection ? It was stf ange, 
when his honorable friend, Mr. Wilberforce, had 
said, ^^ Weak and imperfect as the report may be 
thought to be, I think it strong enough to bear 
xna out in all my propositionfl,'' that they, who 
objected to it, should have no better reason to 
^ve than this, ^' We object, because the ground 
of evidence on which you rest is too lyeak lo sup^ 
port your cause." Unless it were meant to say, 
(and the meaning seemed to be but thinly dis>- 
guised,) that the house ought to abandon the 
inquiry, he saw no reason whatever for not going 
immediately into a committee ; and he wished 
gentlemen to consider whether it became the dig^ 
nity, of their proceedings to obstruct the progress 
of an inquiry, which the house had pledged itself 
to undertake. Their conduct, indeed, seemed 
extraordinary on this occasion. It was certainly 
singular that, while the report had been five weeks 
upon the table, no argument had been brought 
against its sufficiency ; but that on the moinent 
when the house was expected to come to an ulti- 
mate vote upon the subject, it should be thought de- 
fective, contradictory, unconstitutional, and others- 
wise objectionable. . These objections, he was 
gatisfied, neither did nor could originate with tha 
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country gentlemen ; but they were brought for- 
ward, for purposes not now to be concealed, by the 
avowed enemies of this noble cause. 

In the course of the discussion, wliich arose 

upon this subject,' every opportunity was taken to 

impress the house with the dreadful consequences 

of the abolition. Mr. Henniker read a long letter 

from the king of Dahomey to George the First, 

which hskd been found among the papers of James 

first duke of Chandos, and which had remained 

in the family till that time. In this, the king of 

Dahomey boasted of his victory over the king of 

Ardrah, and how he had ornamented the pave* 

ment and walls of his palace with the heads of 

the vanquished. These erudties, Mr. Henniker 

said, were not imputable to the Slave-trade. They 

showed the Africans to be naturally a savage 

people, and that we did them a great kindness by 

taking them from their country. Alderman Saw* 

bridge maintained that, if the abolition passed, the 

Africans, who could not be sold as slaves, would 

be butchered at home ; while those, who had been 

carried to our islands, would be no longer under 

control. Hence insurrections, and the manifdf 

evils which belonged to them. Alderman Newn- 

ham was certain that the abolition would be the 

ruin of the trade of the country. It would affect 

even the landed interest, and the funds. It would 

be impossible to collect money to diminish the 

national debt. Every man in the kingdom would 

feel the abolition come home to him. Alderman 

Watson maintained the same argument, and pro- 
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nounced the trade under discussion, to be a Cdei-^ 
eiful and humane trade^ 

Compensation was also ixisisted upon hy Mx^ 
Dcake^ Alderman Newnham, Mr. Henniker,. t/lT. 
Cruger, and others; This was resisted fay Mr« 
Burke ; who said that compensation in such a.oa^ 
would be contrary to every principle of legiala*- 
tion. Government gave encouragemetit to any 
branch of commerce, while it was regarded as 
conducive to the welfare of the community, or 
compatible with humaoity and justice. But they 
were competent to withdraw their countenance 
from it, when it was found to be immoral, and in*- 
jurious, and disgraceful to the state. They who 
engaged in it, knew the terms under which they 
were placed, and adopted it with all the risks with 
which it was accompanied ; and of consequence 
it was but just, that they should be prepared to 
abide by the loss which might accrue, when the 
public should think it right no longer to support 
it. But such a (rade as this it was impossible 
any longer to support. Indeed it was not a trade; 
It was a system of robbery. It was a system, too, 
injurious to the welfare of other nations. How 
4^ould Africa ever be civilized under it? While 
we continued to purchase the natives, they niust 
remain in a state of bai barism« It was impos*- 
sible to civilize slaves. It was contrary to the 
system of human nature. There was no country 
placed under such disadvantageous circumstances, 
into which the shadow of improvement had ever 
.been introduced. 



ABOLITIOir OM tWm SItAVB-TRADE. tM 

Qr«at pains wero taken to impress the houaei 
with the propriety of regulation. Sir Orey Cooper; 
Aldermen Bawbridge, Watson and Newnham ; 
Mr, Marsham, and Mr. Cruger, contended stren* 
uously for it instead of abolition. It was also 
stated that the merchants would consent to any 
regulation of the trade, which might be offered 
them. 

In the course of the debate much warmth of 
temper was manifested on both sides. The ex» 
pression of Mr. Fox in a former debate, ** that the 
Slave-trade could not be regulated, because there 
could be no regulation of robbery and murder," 
was brought up, and construed by planters in the 
house as a charge of these crimes upon them- 
selves. Mr. Fox, however, would not retract the 
expression. He repeated it. He had no notioui 
however, that any individual would have taken it 
to himself. If it contained any reflection at all, 
it was on the whole Parliament, who had sanc- 
tioned such a trade. Mr. Molyneux rose up, and 
animadverted severely on the character of Mr. 
Ramsay, one of the evidences m the privy council 
report, during his residence in the West Indiea 
This called up Sir William Dolben and Sir Charles 
Middleton in his defence, the latter of wh(NFn bore 
honorable testimony to his virtues from an inti- 
mate acquaintance with him, and a residence in 
the same village with him, for twenty years. 
Mr. Molyneux spoke also in angry terms of the 
measure of abolition. To annihilate the trade, 

he said, and to make no compensation on account 
VOL. II. 20 
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of it, was an act of swindling. Mr. Macnamilra 
called the measure hypocritical, fanatic,,and n^eth- 
odistical. Mr. Pitt was so irritated at the insidious 
attempt to set aside the privy council report, whea 
no complaint had been alleged against it before, 
that he was quite off his guard, and he thought it 
right afterwards to apologize for the warmth into 
which he had been betrayed. The speaker, too, 
was obliged frequently to interfere. On this occa- 
sion no less than thirty members spoke. And 
there had probably been few seasons, when so 
much disorder had been discoverable in that house. 

The result of the debate was, a permission to. 
those interested in the continuance of the Slave- 
trade to bring Counsel to the bar on the twenty- 
sixth of May, and then to introduce such wit- 
nesses, as might throw further light on the prop- 
ositions in the shortest time : for Mr. Pitt only 
acquiesced in this new measure on a supposition, 
^^ that there would be no unnecessary delay, as he 
could by no means submit to the ultimate procras- 
tination of so important a business.'' He even 
hoped (and in this hope he was joined by Mr. Fox), 
that those concerned would endeavor to bring the 
whole of the evidence they meant to offer at the 
first examination. 

On the day appointed, the house met for the 
purposes now specified; when alderman Nevm- 
ham, thinking that such an important question 
should not be decided but in a' full assembly of 
the representatives of the nation moved for a call 
of the house on that day fi)rtnight. Mr. Wilber- 
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Sarce stated that h^ had no objection to such' a 
measure ; believing the greater the number preek 
ent the more favorable it would be to his cause. 
This motion^'however, produced a debate and a 
division, in which it appeared that there were one 
hundred and fifty-eight in favor of it, and twenty- 
eight against it. The business of the day now 
commenced. The house went into a committee, 
and Sir William Do] ben was put into the chair. 
Mr. Serjeant Le Blanc was then called in. He 
made an able speech in behalf of his clients, and 
mtroduced John Barnes, esquire, as his first wit- 
ness, whose examination took up the remainder 
of the day. By this step they who were interested 
in the continuance of the trade, attained their , 
teishes, for they had now got possession of the 
ground with their evidence ; and they knew they 
could keep it^ almost as long as they pleased, for 
the purposes of delay. Thus they, who boasted, 
when the privy councU examinations began, that 
they would soon do away all the idle tales which 
had been invented against them, and who desire^ 
the public only to suspend their judgment till the 
report should come out, when they would see the 
foUy and wickedness of all our allegations, dared 
not abide by the evidence, which they themselves 
' had taught others to look up to as the standard 
by which they were desirous of being judged : 
thus they, who had advantages beyond measqre 
in forming a body of evidence in their own fav<»r^ 
abandoned that which they had collected. And 
here it is impossible for me not to make a short 
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cofiiparativ^ Btatement on this snbjeot, if it Misfb 
-«nly to show how little can be made out, witli 
•Che Teiy best opportunities, against the cause of 
Jhumanity and religion. With respect to ourselTes,. 
ura had almost all our witnesses to seek. We had 
-to travel after them for weeks together. When 

' we found ihem, we had scarcely the power of 
•choice. We were obliged to take them as they 
came. W^ben we found them, too, we had gen- 
erally to implore them to come forward in oar 
behalf. Of those so implored three out of ibur 
refused, and the plea for this refusal was a iear 
lest they should injure their own intetei^. The 
merchahts, on the other hand, had their witnesses 

. ready on the spot. They had always ships in 
harbor containing persons, who had a knowledge 
of the subject. They had several also trom 
whom to choose. If one man was favorable ta 
their cause in three of the points belonging to it, 
but was unfavorable in the fourth, he could be 
put aside and replaced. When they had thni^ 
selected them, they had not to entreat, but to cbm- 
znand, their attendance. They had no fear, again, 
when they thus commanded, of a refusal on the 
ground of interest ; because these were promoting 
their interest by obliging those who employed 
them. Viewing these and other circumstances, 
which might be thrown into this comparative 
statement, it was some consolation to us to know, 
amidst the disappointment which this new meas« 
ure occasioned, and our apparent defeat in thd 
eyes of the public, that we had really beaten out 
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opponents at their own weapons, and that, as thia 
was a victory in our own private feelings, so it 
was the presage to us of a future triumph. 

On the twenty-ninth of May, Mr. Tierney made 
' a motion to divide the consideration of the Slave- 
trade into two heads, by separating the African 
fi'om the West Indian part of the question. Thi» 
he did for the more clear discussion of the propo« 
aitions, as well as to save time. This motion, 
however, was overruled by Mr. Pitt. 

At length, on the ninth of June, by which time 
it was supposed that new light, and this in suf- 
ficient quantity, would have been thrown upon the 
propositions,, it appeared that . only two witnesses 
had been fully heard. The examinations, there- 
fore, were continued, and they went on till the 
twenty-third. On this day, the order for the call 
of the house, which hacl been prolonged, standing 
imrepealed, there was a large attendance of mem- 
bers. A motion was then made to get rid of the 
business altogether, but it failed. It was now 
seen, however, that it was impossible to bring the 
question to a final decision in this session, for 
they, who were interested in it, affirmed that they 
had yet many important witnesses to introduce. 
Alderman Newnham, therefore, by the consent of 
Mr. Wilberforce, moved, that " the further con- 
sideration of the subject be deferred to the next 
session." On this occasion, Mr. William Smith 
remarked, that though the decision on the great 
question was thus to be adjourned, he hoped the 

examinations, at least, would be permitted to go 

20* 
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ML He had not heard any good xeasOB, whjr ilMy 
jpight not be carried on for mme weeks longen 
Jt was k])own that the hearing* of eTidence was 
«t all times thinly, attended. K therefore the lew 
jnembeis, who did attend, were willing to give Up 
their time a little longer, why should other mem* 
bers comfdain of an inconvenience in the sufferiag 
of which they took no share ? He thought that 
by this proceeding the examination of witnesses on 
the part of the merchants might be finished, and 
of consequence the business brought into a very 
desirable state of forwardness against the ensuing 
session. These observations had not the desired 
e£fect, and the motion of Mr. Aldermeui Newnham 
was carried without a division. Thus the great 
question, for the elucidation of which all the new 
evidences were to be heard at the very first ex* 
amination, in order that it might be decided by 
the ninth of June, was, by the intrigue of our 
opponents deferred to another year. 

The order of the day for going into the further 
consideration of the Slave-trade having been dtt* 
charged. Sir William Dolben rose to state, that it 
was his intention to renew his bill of the former 
year, relative to the conveyance of the unhappy 
. Africans from their own country to the West In- 
dies, and to propose certain alterations in it. He 
made a motion accordingly, which was adopted ; 
and he and Mr. Wilberforce were desired to pie« 
pare the sam^. 

This bill he introduced soon afterwards, and ii 
passed; but not without (opposition. It wm.ji 
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matter, howevefr, of great pleasure to find that 
the worthy barcmet "Vfha enabled by the assistance 
of captain (afterwards admiral) Macbride, and 
other naval officers in the house, to ca'rry such 
clauses, as provided in some degree for the com- 
fort of the poor Beamen, who were seduced into 
this wicked trade. They could not, indeed, pro- 
vide against the barbarity of their captains ; but 
they secured them a space under the half deck in 
which to sleep. They prescribed a form of muster- 
toUs, which they were to see and sign in the 
presence of the clearing officer. They regulated 
their food both as to kind and quantity ; and they 
preserved them from many of the impositions U> 
which they had been before exposed. 

From the time when Mr. Wilberforce gave hid 
first notice this session to the present, I had been 
variously employed, but more particularly in the 
eompo^tion of a new work. It was soon per- 
ceived to be the object of our opponents, to im- 
press upon the public the preference of regulation 
to abolition. I attempted therefore to show the 
feUacy and wickedness of this notion. I divided 
the evils belonging to the Slave-trade into two 
kinds. These I enumerated in their order. With 
respect to those of the first kind, I proved that 
they were never to be remedied by any acts of 
the British Parliament. Thus, for instance, what 
bill could alter the nature of the human passicmst 
What bill could prevent fraud and violence ill 
Afirica, while the Slave-trade existed there ? Whjit 
bOl could present the iduierable tictkns of thft 
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trade from rising, when on board the ships, if they 
saw an opportunity, and felt a keen sense of their 
oppression 1 Those of the second I stated to ad^- 
mit of a remedy, and, after making accurate cal- 
culations on the subject of each, I showed that 
those merchants, who were to do them away 
effectually, would be ruined by their voyages. The 
work was called An Essay on the Comparative 
Efficiency of Regulation or Abolition as applied to 
the Slave-trade. 

The committee also, in this interval brought 
out their famous print of the plan and section of a 
slave-ship ; which was designed to give the spec- 
tator an idea of the sufferings of the Africans in 
the middle passage, and this so familiarly, that 
he might instantly pronounce upon the miseries 
experienced there. The committee at Plymouth 
had been the first to suggest the idea ; but tjbat 
in London had now improved it. As thi« print 
seemed to make an instantaneous impression of 
horror upon all who saw it, and as it was there- 
fore very instrumental, in consequence of the wide 
circulation given it, in serving the cause of the 
injured Africans, I have given the reader a copy 
of it in the annexed plate, and I will now state 
the ground or basis, upon which it was formed. 

It must be obvious that it became the com- 
mittee to select some one ship, which had been 
engaged in the Slave-trade, with her real dimen- 
sions, if they meant to make a fair representa- 
tion of the manner of the transportation. When 
Captain Parry of the royal navy, returned froDf 
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Liverpool, to which place government had isent 
him, he brought with him the admeasurement 
of several vessels, which had been so employed^ 
and laid them on the table of the House of Com- 
mons. At the top of his list stood the ship Brookes. 
The committee, therefore, in choosing a vessel on 
this occasion made use of the ship Brookes ; and 
this they did, because they thought it less objec- 
tionable to take the first that came, than any 
other. The vessel then in the' plate is the vessel 
now mentioned, and the following is her admeas- 
urement as given in by Captain Parry. 

Pu In. 
Length of the lower deck, gratings, and bulkheads in- 

clnded at A A, 100 

■Breadth of beam on the lower deck inside, B B, . • 25 4 

Depth of hold O O O, from ceiling to ceiling, . . . 10 

Hei^t between decks from deck to -deck, ... 58 

Length of the men's room, C C, oa tho k7w«r dock^ , 46 

Breadth of the men's room, C C, on the lower deck, . 25 4 

Length of the platform, D D, in the men's room, . . 46 

Breadth of the platform, in the men's room, on each side, 6 

Length of the boys' room, E E, 13 9 

Breadth of the boys' room, .,..••. 25 

Breadth of platform, FF, in boys' room, . • • . 6 

Length of women's room, G G, . . • • . • 28 6 

Breadth of women's room, 23 6 

Length of platform, H H, in women's room, . « * 28 6 

Breadth of platform in women's room, . • • • 6 

Length of the gun-room, II, on the lower deck, . • 10 6 

Breadth of the gun-room on the lower deck, . . • 12 

Length of the quarter deck, K K, . . • . 33 6 

Breadth of the quarter deck, 19 6 

Length of the cabin, L L, • • • . » • 14 

Height of the cabin, ••••••. 6 3 

Length of the half deck, M M, 16 6 

Bfiig|b(t of the half deck, •••••• 69 
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Length of the platform, NN, on die half d0ck| . • 16 • 

Breadth of the platform on the half dedi;| • • • 6 
Upper deck, P P. 

The committee having proceeded thus ftr, 
thought that they should now allow certain 
dimensions for every man, woman and child ; and 
then see how many persons, upon such dimen- 
sions and upon the admeasurements just given, 
could be stowed in this vessel. Thej allowed^ 
accordingly, to every man slave six feet by one 
foot four inches for room, to every woman five 
feet by one foot four, to every boy five feet by 
one foot two, and to every girl four feet six by 
one foot. They then stowed them, and found 
them as in the annexed plate, that is, they found 
(deducting the women stowed in Z of figures 6 
and 7, which spaces, being half of the half deck, 
were allowed by Sir William Dolben*s last bill to 
the seamen), that only four hundred and fifty 
could be stowed in her, and the reader will find, 
if he should think it worth while to count the 
figures in the plate, that, on making the deduc- 
tion mentioned, they will amount to this number. 

The committee then thought it right to inquire 
how many slaves the act of Sir WilUam Dolben 
allowed this vessel to carry, and they found the 
number to be four hundred and fifty-four ; that is, 
they found it allowed her to carry four more than 
could be put in without trespassing upon the room 
allotted to the rest ; for we see that the bodies of 
the slave&i, except just at^ the head of the vessel 
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alreao^ touch each other, and that no deduction 
has been made for tubs or stanchions to suppoDrt 
the platforms tind decks. 

Such was the picture which the committee 
were obliged to draw, if they regarded mathemat- 
ical accuracy, of the room allotted to the slaves 
in this Vessel. By this picture was exhibited the 
nature of the elysium, which Mr. Nonis and 
others had invented for them during their trans- 
portation fiom their own country. By this picture 
were seen also the advantages of Sir William Dol- 
ben's bill ; for many, on looking at the plate, con- 
sidered the regulation itself as perfect barbarism. 
The advantages, however, obtained by it were 
considerable ; for the Brookes was now restricted 
to four hundred and fifty slaves, whereas it was 
proved that she carried six hundred and nine in 
a former voyage. 

The committee, at the conclusion of the session 
of Parliament, made a suitable report. It will 
be unnecessary to detail this for obvious reasons. 
There was, however, one thing contained in it, 
which ought not to be omitted. It stated, with 
appropriate concern, the death of the first contro- 
versial writer, and of one of the most able and in- 
defatigable laborers in their cause. Mr. Ramsay 
had been for some time indisposed. The climate ' 
of the West Indies, durfng a residence of twenty 
years, and the agitation in which his mind had 
been kept for the last four years of his life, in con- 
sequence of the virulent attacks on his word and 
character by those interested in the continuance 
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#f the trade, had contibuted to undermioe his exm!^ 
stitution. During his whole illness he was cheer-* 
ful and composed ; nor did he allow it to hinder 
him, severe as it was, from taking any opportunity 
which afforded of serving those unhappy persons, 
for whose injuries he had so deeply felt. A few 
days only before he died, I received from him 
probably the last le.tter he ever wrote, of which 
the following is an extract : — 

^^ My health has certainly taken a most alarm- 
,ing turn ; and if some considerable alteration does 
not take place for the better in a very little time, 
it will be all over with me ; I mean as to the 
present life. I have lost all appetite ; and suffer 
grievously from an almost continual pain in my 
stomach, which leaves me no enjoyment of myself, 
but such as I can collect from my own reflections, 
and the comforts of religion. I am glad the bill 
for the abolition is in such forwardness. Whether 
it goes through the house or not, the discussion 
attending it will have a most beneficial effect. 
The whole of this business I think now to be in 
such a train, as to enable me to bid farewell to the 
present scene with the satisfaction of not having 
lived in vain, and of having done something 
toward? the improvement of our common nature ; 
and this at no little expense of time and reputa- 
tion. The little I have now written is my utmost 
effort; yet yesterday I thought it necessary to 
write an answer to a scurrilous libel in The Diary 
by one Scipio. On my own account he should 



ABOLITION OF THB gLAVB-TEADE. 241 

have remained unnoticed, but our great cause 
must be kept unsullied.'' 

Mr. Ramsay was a man of active habit, of dili- 
gence and perseverance in bis undertakings, and 
of extraordinary application. He was of mild and 
humble manners. He possessed a strong under- 
standing, with great coolness and courage. Pat- 
riotism and public spirit were striking traits in his 
character. In domestic life he was amiable : in 
the ministry, exemplary and useful ; and he died 
to the great regret of his parishioners, but most 
of all to that of those who moved with him in his 
attempts to bring about the important event of the 
abolition of the Slave-trade. 
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CHAPTER IX. V 

4 

CDHTINVATI09 ttOU JVLT 1789 TO JULT 1790.^AT7THOR TKAVELS TO 
PaKIS to PROMOTK THK abolition in FBANCB-t-ATTBMDS THB GOM- 
KITTEBS or THE FRIENDS OF THB NEGROES— COUNTER ATTEMPTS OF 
THB COMMITTEE OF WHITE COLONISTS— A.N ACCOONT OF THE DEPUTIB8 
OF COLOR — MEETING AT THB DUKS DB LA RoCHBFOUCAULD'»— MlRA* 
BEAU ESPOUSES THE CAUSE— CANVASSES THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. — 

Distribution of the section of the slave-ship there. — Charactbb: 
OF ' Brissot.— Author leaves Paris and returns to England— 

KXAMINATION OF MERCHANTS' AND PLANTERS' EVIDENCE RESUMED IN 

TUB UousB OF Commons.— AUTHOR travels in search, of sriDBifCB 

IN FAVOR OF THE ABOLITION — OPPOSITION TO A HEARING OF IT — THIS 
KVIDENCB IS AT LENGTH INTRODUCED— RENEWAL OF SiR WiLLIAM 
DoLBBN's BILL— DISTRIBUTION OF THE SECTION OF THB SLAYE-SHIP 

IN England-^and of Cowper's Negro's Complaint— and op Weoqs- 
wrooD's Cameos. 

We usually find, as we give oureelves up to 
reflection, some little mitigation of the afflictions 
we experience ; and yet of the evils which come 
upon us, some are often so heavy as to overpower 
the sources of consolation for a time., and to leave 
us wretched. This was nearly our situation at the 
close of the last session of Parliament. It would 
*be idle not to confess that circumstances had 
occurred, which wounded us deeply. Though 
we had foiled our opponents at their own weapons, 
and had experienced the uninterrupted good wishes 
and support of the public, we had the great morti- 
fication to see the entliusiasm of members of Par- 
liament beginning to cool ; to see a question of 
humanity and justice (for such it was, when it 
was delivered into their hands), verging towards 
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that of commercial calculation ; and finally to see 
regulation, as it related to it, in the way of being 
substituted for abolition. But most of all were 
we afieoted knowing as we did the nature and the 
extent of the sufferings belonging to the* Slave- 
trade, that these should be continued to another 
year. This last consideration almost overpowered - 
me. It had fallen to my lot, more than to that 
of any other person, to know these evils, and I 
seemed almost inconsolable at the postponement 
of the question. I wondered how members of 
Parliament, and these Englishmen, could talk as 
they did on this subject ; how they could bear for 
a moment to consider their fellow man as an 
article of trade ; and how they should not count 
even the delay of an hour, which occasioned so 
much misery, to continue, as one of the most 
criminal actions of their lives. 

It was in vain, however, to sink imder our bur- 
thens. Grief could do nu good ; and if our aJOTairs 
had taken an unfavorable turn, the question wae^ 
how to restore them. It was sufficiently obvious 
that, if our opponents were left to themselves, or, 
without any counteracting evidence, they would 
considerably soften down the propositions, if not 
invalidate them in the minds of many. They had, 
such a power of selection of witnesses, that they * 
could bring men forward, who might say with 
truth, that they had seen but very few of the evils 
complained of, and these in an inferior degree. 
We knew also from the example of the Liverpool 
delegates, how interest and prejudice could blind > 
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the eyes, and how others might be called upon to 
give their testimony, who would dwell upon the 
comforts of the Africans, when they came into 
our power ; on the sprinkling of their apartments 
with frankincense ; on the promotion of music and 
the dance among them ; and on the health and 
festivity of their voyages. It seemed therefor^ 
necessary, that we should again be looking out for 
evidence on the part of the abolition. Nor did 
it. seem to me to be unreasonable, if our oppo- 
nents were allowed to come forward in a new way, 
because it was more constitutional, that we should 
be allowed the same privilege. By these means 
the evidence, of which we had now lost the use, 
might be restored ; indifference might be fanned 
into warmth ; commercial calculation might be 
overpowered by justice ; and abolition, rising 
above the reach df the cry of regulation, might 
eventually triumph. 

I communicated my ideas to the committee^ 
and offered to go round the kingdom to accom- 
plish this object. The committee had themselves 
been considering what measures to take, and as 
each in his own mind had come to conclusions 
similar with my own, my proposal was no sooner 
made, than adopted. 

I had not been long upon this journey, when 
I was called back. Mr. Wilberforce, always so- 
licitous for the good of this great cause, was of 
opinion, that, as commotions had taken place in 
France^ which then aimed at political reforms, it 
was possible that the leading persons concerned 
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in them might, if an application were made to 
them judiciously, be induced to take the Slave- 
trade into their consideration, and incorporate it 
among the abuses to be done away. Such a 
measure, if realized, would not only lessen the 
quantity of human sufferings but annihilate a 
powerful political argument against us. He had 
a conference therefore with the committee on this 
subject ; and, as they accorded with his opinion, > 
they united with him in writing a letter to me, to 
know if I would change my journey, and proceed . 
to France. 

As I had no object in view but the good of the 
cause, it was immaterial to me where I went, if 
I could but serve it ; and therefore, without any 
further delay, I returned to London. 

As accounts had arrived in England of the ex- 
cesses which had taken place in the city of Paris, 
and of the agitated state of the provinces through 
which 1 was to pass, I was desired by several of 
my friends to change my name. To this I could 
not consent ; and, on consulting the committee, 
they were decidedly against it. 

I was introduced as quickly as possible, on my 

arrival at Paris, to the friends of the cause there, ,' 

to the Duke de la Rochefoucauld, the Marquis 

de Condorcet, Messieurs Petion de Villeneuve, 

Claviere, and Brissot, and to the Marquis de la 

Ffiyette. The latter received me with peculiar 

marks of attention. He had long felt for the 

wrongs of Africa, and had done much to prevent 

them. He had a plantation in Cayenne, and had 

21* 
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devised a plan, by which the laborers upon it 
should pass by degrees from slavery to freedom. 
With this view he had there laid it down as a 
principle, that all crimes were equal, whether they 
were committed by blacks or whites, and ought 
equally to be punished. As the human mind is 
of such a nature, as to be acted upon by rewards 
as well as punishments, he thought it unreason- 
able, that the slaves should have no advantage 
from a stimulus from the former. He laid it 
down therefore as another principle, that temporal 
profits should follow virtuous actions. To this he 
subjoined a reasonable education to be gradually 
given. By introducing such principles, and by 
making various regulations for the protection and 
comforts of the slaves, he thought he could prove 
to the planters, that there was no necessity for the 
Slave-trade ; that the slaves upon all their estates 
would increase sufficiently by population ; that 
they might be introduced gradually, and without 
detriment, to a state of freedom ; and that then 
the real interests of all would be most promoted. 
This system he had begun to act upon two years 
before I saw him. He had also, when the society 
was established in Paris, which took the name 
of The Friends of the Negroes, enrolled himself 
a member of it. 

The first public steps taken after my arrival in 
Paris were at a committee of the Friends of the 
Negroes, which was- but thinly attended. None 
of those mentioned, except Brissot, were present. 
It was resolved there, that the committee should 
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solicit an audience of M. Necker; and that I 
should wait upon him, accompanied by a depu* 
tation consisting of the Marquis de Condorcet, 
Monsieur de Bourge, and Brissot de Warwille: 
Secondly, that the committee should write to the 
president of the National Assembly, and request 
the favor of him to appoint a day for hearing the 
cause of the negroes ; and, thirdly, that it should 
be recommended to the committee in London to 
draw up a petition to the National Assembly of 
France, praying for the abolition of the Slave- 
trade by that country. This petition, it was 
observed, was to be signed by as great a number 
of the friends to the cause in England, as could 
be procured. It was then to be sent to the com- 
mittee at Paris, who would take it in a body to 
the place of its destination. 

I found great delicacy as a stranger in making 
my observations upon these resolutions, and yet 
I thought I ought not to pass them over wholly 
in silence, but particularly the last. I therefore 
rose up, and stated that there was one resolution, 
of which I did not quite see the propriety. But 
this might arise from my ignorance of the customs, 
as well as of the genius and spirit of the French 
people. It struck me that an application from a 
little committee in England to the National As- 
sembly of France was not a dignified measure, 
nor was it likely to have weight with such a body. 
It was, besides, contrary to all the habits of pro- 
priety, in which I had been educated. The British 
Parliament did not usually receive petitions from 
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the subjects of other nations. It was thia feelings, 
"which hnd induced me thus to speak. 

To these observations it was replied,'that the 
National Assembly of France would glory in going 
contrary to the example of other nations in a case 
of generosity and justice, and that the petition in 
question, if it could be obtained, would have an 
influence there^ which the people of England, 
unacquainted with the sentiments of the French 
nation, would hardly credit. 

To this I had only to reply, that I would com- 
municate the measure to the committee in London, 
but that I could not be answerable for the part 
they would take in it. 

By an answer received from M. Necker, rela- 
tive to the first. of these resolutions, it appeared 
that tlie desired interview had been obtained : but 
he granted it only for a few minutes, and this 
principally to show his good-will to the cause. 
For he was then so oppressed with business in his 
own department, that he had but little time for 
any other. He wrote to me, however, the next 
day, and desired my company to dinner. He 
then expressed a wish to me, that any business 
relative to the Slave-trade might be managed by 
ourselves as individuals, and that I would lake 
the opportunity of dining with him occasionally 
for this purpose. By this plan, he said, both 
of us would save time. Madame Necker also 
promised to represent her husband, if 1 should 
call in his absence, and to receive me, and con- 
verse with me on all occasions, in which this 
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great cause of humanity and religion might be 
concerned. 

With respect to the other resolutions nothing 
ever came of them ; for we waited daily for an 
answer from the president during the whole of 
his presidency, but we never received any ; and 
the committee in London, when they had read my 
letter, desired me unequivocally to say, that they, 
did not see the propriety of the petition, which it 
had been -recommended to them to obtain. 

At the next meeting it was resolved, that a let- 
ter should be written to the new president for the 
same purpose as the former. This it was said, 
was now rendered essentially jiecessary. For the 
merchants, planters, and others interested in the 
continuance of the Slave-trade, were so alarmed 
at the enthusiasm of the French people, in favor 
of the new order of things, and of any change 
recommended to them, which had the appearance 
of promoting the cause of liberty, that they held 
daily committees to watch and to thwart the mo- 
tions of the friends of the negroes. It was there- 
fore thought proper, that the appeal to the As- 
sembly should be immediate on this subject, be- 
fore the feelings of the people should cool, or, before 
they, who were thus interested, should poison 
their minds by calculations of loss and gain. The 
silence of the former president was already attrib- 
uted to the intrigues of the planters' committee. 
No time therefore was to be lost. The letter was 
accordingly written, but as no answer was ever 
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returned to it, they attributed this second omis^ 
sion to the same cause. 

I do not really know whether interested persons 
ever did, as was suspected, intercept the letters 
of the committee to the two presidents as now 
surmised ; or whether they ever dissuaded them 
from introducing so important a question for dis- 
cussion when the nation was in such a heated 
state ; but certain it is that we had many, and I 
believe barbarous, enemies to encounter. At the 
very next meeting of the committee, Claviere pro- 
duced anonymous letters, which he' had received, . 
and in which it was stated that, if the society of 
the Friends of the Negroes did not dissolve itself, 
be and the rest of them would be stabbed. It was 
said that no less than threer hundred persons had 
associated themselves for this purpose. I had 
received similar letters myself; and on producing 
mine, and comparing the handwriting in both, it 
appeared that the same persons had written them. 

In a few days after this the public prints were 
filled with the most malicious representations of 
the views of the committee. One of them was, 
that they were going to send twelve thousand 
muskets to the negroes in St. Domingo, in order 
to promote an insurrection there. This declara- 
tion was so industriously circulated, that a guard 
of soldiers was sent to search the committee room ; 
but these were soon satisfied, when they found only 
two or three books and some waste paper. Re- 
ports equally unfounded and wicked were spread * 
also in the same papers relative to myself. My 
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name was mentioned at full length, and the place 
of my abode hinted at. It was stated at one 
time, that 1 had proposed such wild and mischiev- 
ous plans to the committee in London relative to 
the abolition of the Slave-trade, that they had 
cast me out of their own body, and that I had 
taken refuge in Paris, where I now tried to impose 
equally on the French nation. It was stated at 
anothei:, that I was employed by the British gov- 
ernment as a spy, and that it was my object to 
try to undermine the noble constitution, which 
was then forming for France. This latter report 
at this particular time, when the passions of men 
were so inflamed, and when the stones of Paris 
had not been long purified from the' blood of Fou- 
lon and Berthier, might have cost me my life ; 
and I mentioned it to General la Fayette, and 
solicited his advice. He desired me to make a 
public reply to it : which I did. He desired me 
also to change my lodging to the Hotel de York, 
that I might be nearer to him.; and to send to 
him if there should be any appearance of a col- 
lection of people about the hotel, and I should 
have aid from the military in his quarter. He 
said also, that he would immediately give in my 
name to the municipality ; and that he would 
pledge himself to them, that my views were 
stj'ictly honorable. 

On dining one day at the. house of the Marquis 
de la Fayette, I met the deputies of color. They 
had arrived only the preceding day from St. Do- 
mingo. I was desired to take my seat at dinner 
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in the midst of them. They were six in number^* 
of a sallow or swarthy complexion, but yet it was^ 
not darker than that of some of the natives of the 
south of France. They were already in the uni- 
form of the Parisian National Guards ; and one 
of them wore the cross of St. Louis. They were 
men of genteel appearance and modest behaviour. 
They seemed to be well informed, and of a more 
solid cast than those whom I was in the habit of 
seeing daily in this city. The account which they 
gave of themselves was this. The white people 
of St. Domingo, consisting of less than ten thou- 
sand persons, had deputies then sitting in the 
National Assembly. The people of color in the 
same island greatly exceeded the white in num- 
ber. They amounted to thirty thousand, and 
were generally proprietors of lands. They were 
equally free by law with the former, and paid their 
taxes to the mother country in an equal propor- 
tion. But in consequence of having sprung from 
slaves they had no legislative power, and more- 
over were treated with great contempt. Believing 
that the mother country was going to make a 
change in its political constitution, they had called 
a meeting on the island, and this meeting had 
deputed them to repair to France, and to desire 
the full rights of citizens, or that the free people 
of color might be put upon an equality with the 
whites. They (the deputies) hod come in conse- 
quence. They had brought with them a present 
of six millions of livres to the National Assembly, 
and an appointment to Greneral la Fayette to be 
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edrnmaiider in chief over their comlitoents, as a 
distinct body. This command they said the gen- 
eral had accepted, though he had declined similar 
honors from every town in France^ except Paris, 
in order (o show that he patronised their cause. 

I was now very anxious to know the sentiments - 
which these gentlemen entertained on the subject 
of the Slave-trade. If they were with us, they 
might be very useful to us ; not only by their votes 
in the Assembly, but by the knowledge of facts, 
which they would be able to adduce there in our 
ftivor. If they were against us, it became me 
to be upon my guard against them, and to take 
measures accordingly. I therefore stated to them 
at once the nature of my errand to France, and 
desired their opinion upon it. This they gave me* 
without reserve. They broke out into lavish com- 
mendations of my conduct, and called me their 
friend. The Slave-trade, they said, was the pa- 
rent of all the miseries in St. Domingo, not only 
on account of the cruel treatment it occasioned to 
the slaves, but on account of the discord which it 
constantly kept up between the whites and peofdo 
of color, in consequence of the hateful distinctions 
it introduced. These distinctions could never be 
obliterated while it lasted. Indeed both the tradOir 
and the slavery must fiedl, before the infkmy nosw 
fixed upon a skin of color could be so done aw/^jb 
that whites and blacks could meet cordially, 9Lmli 
k)ok with respect upon one another. They bad it 
in their instructions, in case they should ob^n a 

9eat in the Assembly, to propose an immediato 
VOL. II. 22 
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abolition of the Blave-trade, and an immediate 
amelioratioii of the state of slavery also, with a 
view to its final abolition in fifteen yefirs. 

But time was flying apace, I -bad now been 
nearly seven weeks in Paris ; and had done no- 
ting. The thought of this made me uneasy, and 
I saw no consoling prospect before me. I found.it 
even difiScult to obtain a meeting of the Friends 
of the Negroes. The Marquis de la Fayette had 
no time to attend. Those of the committee, who 
w^ere members of the National Assembly, were 
almost constantly engaged at Versailles. Such 
of them as belonged to the municipality, had 
enough to do at the Hotel de Ville. Others were 
employed either in learning the use of arms^ or in 
keeping their daily and nightly guards. These 
circumstances made me almost despair of doing 
any thing for the cause at Paris, at least in any 
reasonable time. But a new circumstance oc- 
curred, which distressed me greatly ; for I dis- 
covered, in the most satisfactory manner, that two 
out of the six at the last committee were spies. 
They had come into the society for no other rea- 
son, than to watch and report its motions, and 
they were in direct correspondence with the slave 
merchants at Havre de Grace. This matter I 
brought home to them afterwards, and I had the 
pleasure of seeing them excluded from all our 
future meetings, 
' From this time I thought it expedient to depend 
less upon the committee and more upon my own 
exertions, and I formed the .rescdution of going 
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among the membera of the National Assembly 
myselfy and of learning from their own mouths 
the hope I ought to entertain relative to the de- 
cision of our question. In the course of my en- 
deavors I obtained a promise from the Duke de la 
Rochefoucauld, the Comte de Mirabeau, the Abb6 
Syeyesy Monsieur Bergasse, and Monsieur Petion 
de Yilleneuve, five of the most approved members 
of the National Assembly, that they would meet 
me^ if I would fix a day. I obtained a similar 
promise from the Marquis de Condorcet, and Cla- 
viere and Brissot, as members selected from the 
committee of the Friends of the Negroes. And 
Messieurs de Roveray and Du Monde, two Grene- 
vese gentlemen at Versailles, men of considerable 
Jmowledge and interest, and who^ had heard of 
our inteiided meeting, were to join us at their 
own request. The place chosen was the house 
of the bishop of Chartres at Versailles. 

I was now in hope ths^t I should soon bring the 
question to some issue ; and on the fourth of Oc- 
tober I went to dine with the bishop of Chartres 
to fix the day. We appointed the seventh. But 
how soon, frequently, do our prospects fade ! From 
the conversation which took place at dinner, I 
began to fear that our meeting would not be re- 
alized. About three days before, the officers of 
the Guard du Corps had given the memorable 
banquet, recorded in the annals of the revolution, 
to the officers of the regiment of Flanders which 
then lay at Versailles. This was a topic, oil which 
the company present dwelt. They condemned it 
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Ma most fatal meamire in these heated timee; 
and were apprebensive that something would grow 
immediately out of it» which might endanger the 
king's safety. In passing afterwards through the 
streets of Versailles my fears increased. I met 
several of that regiment in groups. fSome were 
brandishing their swords. Others were walking 
lirm in arm, and singing tumultuously. Others 
were standing and conversing earnestly together. 
Among the latter I heard one declare with great 
vehemence, ** that it should not be ; that the 
revplution must go on.'' On my arrival at Patis 
in the evening the Palais Royale was full of peojde, ' 
and there were movements and buzzings among 
them, as if something was expected to- happen. 
The next day, when I went into the streets it was 
obvious what was going to take place. Suffice it 
to say, that the next evening the king and queen 
were brought prisoners into Paris. After this, 
things were in such an unsettled state for a few 
days, and the members of the National Assembly 
were so occupied in the consideration of the event 
itself, and of the consequences which might at- 
tend it, that my little meeting, of which it ha'i 
cost me so much time and trouble to procure the 
appointment, was entirely prevented. 

I had now to wait patiently till a new Of^portu- 
nity should occur. The Comte de Mimbeao, be- 
fore the departure of the king, had moved and 
.carried the resdution that ^^ the assembly was 
inseparable from his majesty's person." It was 
expected, therefore, that the National Atsemfaly 
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-would immediately transfer its sittings to Paris. 
This took place on the nineteenth. It was now 
more easy for me to bring persons together, tlian 
when I had to travel backward and forward tO' 
Versailles. Accordingly, by watching my oppor-* 
tunities, I obtained the promise of another meet- 
ing. This was held afterward at the Doke de la 
Rochefoucauld's. The persons before mentioned 
were present; except the Comte de Mirabeau, 
whose occupations at that moment made it utterly 
impossible for him to attend. 

The duke opened the business in an appropriate 
manner ; and concluded, by demring each person 
' to give his opinion frankly and unequivocally as to 
what might be expected of the National Assembly 
relative to the great measure of the abolition of 
tbe Slave-trade. 

' The Abb6 Syeyes rose up, and said, it would 
probably bring the business within a shorter com- 
pass, if^ instead of discussing this proposition at 
large, I were to put to the meeting my own ques- 
tions. I accordingly accepted this offer ; and began 
by asking those present ^^ how long it was likely 
that the present National Assembly would sit T* 
After some conversation it was replied, that, '^it 
would sit till it had completed the constituti^^, 
and interwoven such fixed principles into it, that 
the legislature, which should succeed it, might 
.have nothing more to do, than to proceed on the 
ordinary business of the state. Its dissolution 
would probably not take place till the month- of 

March." 

22* 
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I then aaked them, ** whether it wm their opim-^ 
ion, that the National AseemUy woukl ftel iteelf 
aulborized to take up such a f<Mreign queetien (if 
I might be allowed the exprewi<»i)>at thai of the 
abolition.of the ShiYe<trade T* The answer to this 
was, ^ that the object of the National Assembly 
was undoabtedly the formation of a constitution 
for the French peofde. With respect to foreign 
possessions, it was very doubtful, whether it were 
the real interest of France to have any coloniea 
at all. But while it kept such colonies under its 
dominion, the asseipbly would feel, thai it had the 
right to take up this question ; and that the queoc 
tion itself would naturally spring out of the hill 
of rights, which had already been adopted as the 
basis of the constitution/* 

The next question I proposed was^ ^whether 
th^y were of opinion, that the National Assembly 
would do more wisely, in the present situation 
of things, to determine upon the abolition of the 
Slave-trade now, or to transfer it to the legiria« 
tore, which was to succeed it in the month of 
March." 

This question gave birth to a long discussioiiy 
during which much eloquence was displayed. But 
the unanimous answer, with the reason for it, may 
be conveyed in substance as follows. ** It would 
be most wise, it was said, in the present assembly 
to introduce the question to the notice ot the 
nation, and this* as essentially connected with the 
IhII of rights, but to transfer the determination of 
it, in a way the best calculated to ensure suoeeas^ 
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to the succeeding legislature. The . revedutioa 
was of m6re importance to Frenchmen, than the^ 
abolition of the Slave-trade. To secure this was 
their first object, and' more particularly, because 
the othej: would naturally flow from it. But the 
revolution might be injured by the immediate de- 
termination of the question. Many persons in 
the large towns of Bordeaux, Marseilles, Rouen, 
Nantes, and Havre, who were now friends to it^ 
might be converted into enemies. It would also 
be held upi by those, who wished to produce a 
counter revolution (and the ignorant and preju- 
diced might believe it), that the assembly had 
made a great sacrifice to England, by thus giving 
ber an opportunity of enlarging her trade. The 
English House of Commons had taken up the 
subject, but had doi^e nothing. And though they, 
who were then present, were convinced of the 
sincerity of the English minister, who had intro- 
duced it ; and that the trade must ultimately fall 
in England, yet it would not be eaqr to persuade 
many bigoted persons in France of these truths* 
It would therefore be most wise in the assembly 
only to introduce the subject as mentioned ; but 
if extraordinary circumstances should arise, such 
as a decree, that the deputies of color should 
take their seats in the assembly, or that England 
should have begun this great work, advantage 
might be taken of them^ and the abolition of ther 
Slave-trade might be resolved upon in the preseni 
sesnon.'^ 
The last question I proposed was this. ^ If th« 
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detertninatioii of this great question should ht 
proposed to the next legislature, would^it be mora 
difficult to carry it then than now V* 

This questiom also produced much conversa- 
tion. But the answer was unanimous, ^ that there 
would be no greater difficulty in the one than in 
the other case; for that the people would daily, 
more and more admire their constitution; that 
this constitution would go down to the next legid. 
lature, from whence would issue solid and fixed 
principles, which would be resorted to as a stand- 
ard for decision on all occasions. Hence, the 
Slave-trade, which would be adjudged by it also^ 
could not possibly stand. Add to which, that the 
most virtuous members in the present would be 
chosen into the new legislature, which, if the con- 
stitution were but once fairly established, would 
liot regard the murmurs of any town or province.*' 
After this a desultory conversation took place, in 
which some were of opinion that it would be 
proper, on the introduction of the subject into 
the assembly, to move for a committee of inquiry, 
which should collect facts and documents against 
the time, when it should be taken up with a view 
to its final discussion. 

As it now appeared to me that nothing material 
would be done with respect to our cause till after 
the election of the new legislature, I had thoughts 
of returning to England to resume my journey in 
quest of evidence ; but I judged it right to com- 
municate first with the Comte de Mirabeau and 
the Marquis de la Fayette^ both of whom would 
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have attended the meeting just mentioned, if un- 
foreaeen circumstances bad not prevented them. 

On conversing with the first, I {ovani that he 
differed from those whom I had consul ted* He 
thought that the question, on account of the nature 
and urgency of it, ought to be decided in the pre- 
sent legislature* This was so much his opinion, 
that he had made a determination to introduce it 
there himself; and had been preparing for his 
motion. He had already drawn up the outlines 
of a speech for the purpose ; but was in want of 
circumstantial knowledge to complete it. With 
this knowledge he desired me to furnish him. 
He then put his speech into my hand ; and wished 
me to take it home and peruse it. He wrote 
down also some questions, and he gave them to me 
directly afterwards, and begged I would answer 
them at my leisure. 

On conversing with the latter, be said, that he 
believed with those at the meeting, that there 
would be no greater difficulty in carrying the ques- 
tion in the succeeding than in the present legisla- 
ture. But this consideration afforded an argu- 
ment for the immediate discussion of it : for it 
would make a considerable difference to suffering 
humanity, whether it were to be decided now or 
then. This was the moment to be taken to intro- 
duce it; nor did he think that they ought to be 
.deterred from, doiQg it, by any supposed clamors 
from some of .the towns in France. The great 
body of the people admired the constitution ; and 
would support any decisionsj^ which were made in 
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Strict conformity to its principles. With respeei 
to any committee of inquiry, he deprecated it« 
The Slave-trade^ he said^.^Vas not a trade. It dis- 
honored the name of commerce. It was piracy. 
But if so, the question which it involved, was a 
question of justice only ; and it could not be de- 
cided with propriety by any other standard." I 
then informed him, that the Comte de Mirabeau 
had undertaken to introduce it into the assembly. 
At this he expressed his uneasiness. ^^Mirabeau," 
says he, " is a host in himself ; and 1 should not 
be surprised if by his own eloquence and popu- 
larity only, he were to carry it ; and yet I regret 
that he has taken the lead in it. The cause is so 
lovely, that even ambition, abstractedly considered, 
is too impure to take it under its pirotectiob, and 
not to sully it. It should have been placed in 
the hands of the most virtuous man in Prance. 
This man is the Duke de la Rochefoucauld. But 
you cannot alte^ things now. You cannot take it 
out of his hands. I am sure he will be second to 
no one on this occasion." 

On my return to my hotel, I perused the out- 
lines of the speech, which the Comte de Mirabeau 
had lent me. It afforded a masterly knowledge 
of the evils of the trade, as drawn from reason 
only. It was put together in the most striking 
and affecting manner. It contained an atmoert 
irresistible appeal to his auditors by frequent refer- 
ences to the ancient system of things in France^ 
and to their situation and prospects under ttie 
new. It flowed at first gently like a river in a level 
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country ; but it grew afterwards into a mountain' 
torrent, and carried every thing before it. On look* 
ing at the questions, which he had written down 
for me, I found them consist of three. 1. What 
are the different ways of reducing to slavery the 
inhabitants of that part of Africa, which is under 
the dominion of France 1 2. What is the state of 
society there with respect to government, industry, 
an*d the arts 1 3. What are the various evils be- 
longing to the transportation of the Africans from 
their own country ] 

It was peculiarly agreeable to me to find, on 
reading the first two questions, that I had formed 
an acquaintance with Monsieur Geoffroy de Yil- 
^ leneuve, who had been aide-du-camp to the Chev- 
alier de Boufflers at Goree ; but who was then at 
his father's house in Paris. This gentleman had 
entertained Dr. Spaarman and Mr. Wadstrom ; 
and had accompanied them up the Senegal, when 
under the protection of the French government in 
Africa^ He had confirmed to me the testimony, 
which they had given before the privy council. 
But he had a fund of information on this subject, 
which went far beyond what these possessed,' or 
I had ever yet collected from books or men. He 
bad travelled all over the kingdom of Cayor on 
foot ; and had made a map of it. His information 
was so important, that I had been with him for 
almost days together to take it down. I deter- 
mined therefore to arrange the facts which I had 
obtained from him, of which I had now a volume, 
that I might answer the two first questions which 
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had been proposed to itte ; for it was of grm^ 
importance to the Coate de Mirabeau, tliat be 
should be able to appeal in behalf of the state- 
ments in his isfGech to the assembly, to an evidence 
on the spot. 

In the course of my correspondence with the 
comte, wUch continued with but little intermis- 
sion for six weeks, many circumstances took place, 
which were connected with the cause, and which 
I shall now detail in their order. 

On waiting upon M. Necker, at his own re- 
quest, he gave me the {^easing intelligence, that 
the committee of finances, which was then com- 
posed of members of the National Assembly,. had 
resolved, though they had hot yet [H*omulgated 
their resolution, upon a total abolition, of all the 
bounties then in existence in favor of the Slave- 
trade. 

. The deputies of color now began to visit me 
at my own hoteL They informed me, that they 
had been admitted, since they had seen nle, into 
the National Assembly. On stating their claims, 
the president .assured them, that they might take 
courage ; for that the assembly knew no distinc- 
tion between blacks and whites, but considered 
all men as having equal rights. . This speech of 
the president, they said, had roused all the white 
colonists in Paris. Some of these had openly in- 
sulted them. They had held also a meeting on 
the subject of this speech ; at which they had 
worked themselves up so as to become quite furi- 
ousr Nothing but intrigue was now going fort 
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matAfommg them to put «ff the coimderatien >of 
the claims of the free peofde of color. Thegr, Ibe 
.depatiee, had been flattered by the proepeet of^a 
hearing bo lees than six times; and^ when the 
day arrived, something had constantly occarrtd 
to prevent it. 

At a subsequent interview, they ajq^eared to-be 
quite disheartened; and to be grievously disap- 
pointed as to the object of their mission. They 
were now sure, that they should never be ablelo 
make head against the intrigues and plots of the 
white colonists. Day after day. had been fixed as 
before for the hearing of their cause. Day after 
day it had been deferred in like manner. They 
were now weary with waiting. One of them, 
Og6, could not contain himself, but .Imike oot 
with great warmth: *M begin,'* says he, ''^ not 
to care, whether the National Assembly will ad- 
' mit OS or not. But let it beware of the eonse- 
quences. We will no longer continue to he be- 
held in a degraded light. Dispatches. shall rfo 
directly to St. Domingo ; and we will soon .£oUewiF 
them. We can produce as good soldtecs on oar 
estates, as those in France. Our own armashAli 
make us ind€^ndent and respectable. If we-Jkre 
once forced to desperate measures, it will i be. in 
vain that thousands will be sent across the. Allan- 
tic to bring us back to our former state.** On 
hearing this, I entreated the deputies to wait with 
patience. I observed to them, that in a ^ great 
revolution, like that ^f Fmnce, things, -bnt mere 
particularly such as might be thought .external, 

VOL. II. tS 



SM THS HI8V0ET 4>F THE 

could not be discussod either so soon or so rapidly 
as men full of enthusiasm would wish. France 
would &ni take care of herself. She would then, 
I had no doubt, extend her care to her colonies. 
Was not this a xeasonable conclusion, when they, 
the deputies, had almost all the first men in the 
assemUy in their favor T I entreated them there- 
fore to wait patiently ; as well as upon another 
consideration, which was, that by an imprudent 
conduct they might not only ruin their own cause 
in France, but bring indescribable misery upon 
their native land. 

By this time a large packet, for which I had 
sent from England, arrived. It consisted of above 
a thousand of the plan and section of a slave-ship 
with an explanation in French. It contained abo 
about five hundred colored engravings, made from 
two views, which Mr. Wadstrom had taken in 
-Africa. The first of these represented the town 
of Joal, and the king's military on horseback 
returning to it, after having executed the great 
pillage^ with their slaves. The other represented 
the village of Bain ; from whence ruffians were 
forcing a poor woman and her children to sell 
them to a ship, which was then lying in the roads. 
Both these scenes Mr. Wadstrom had witnessed. 
1 had collected also by this time, one thousand 
of my Essays on the Impolicy of the Slave-trade, 
which had been translated into the French lan- 
l^uage. These I now wished to distribute, as 
preparatory to the motion of Mirabeau, among 
(he National Assembly. This distribution was 
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^erwards undertaken and effected by the arch- 
bishop of Aix, the bishop Chartres, the Marquis 
de la Fayette, the Duke de la Rochefoucauld, the 
Comtede Mirabeau, Monsieur Necker, the Marquis 
de Condorcet, Messieurs Petion de Yilleneuve, 
Bergasse, Claviere and Brissot, and by the Mar- 
chioness de la Fayette, Madame Necker^ and Mad- 
ame de Poivre, the latter of whom was the widow 
of the late Intendent of the Isle of France* 

This distribution had not been long begun, be- 
fore I witnessed its effects. The virtuous Abb6 
Gregoire, and several members of the National 
Assembly, called upon me. The section of the 
slave-ship, it appeared, had been the means of 
drawing them towards me. They wished for 
more accurate information concerning it. Indeed 
it made its impression upon all who saw it. The 
bishop of Chartres once told me, that when he 
first espoused our cause, he did it at once ; for it 
seemed obvious to him that no one could, under 
the Christian dispensation, hold another as his 
slave ; and it was no less obvious, where such an 
unnatural state existed, that there would be great 
abuses ; but that, nevertheless, he had not given 
credit to all the tales which had been related of 
the Slave-trade, till he had seen this plate ; after 
which there was nothing so barbarous which might 
not readily be believed. The archbishop of Aix, 
when I first showed him the same plate, was so 
struck with horror, that he could scarcely speak : 
and when Mirabeau first saw it, he was so im- 
pressed by it, that he ordered a mechanic to maks 



a..iiiodQif(if it in wood,.at>afcomridhfiM0:«B|^^ 
This'iMdel he kepli afterwards i&iiia^diiiiii|f rooffi; 
Ui wai»ia:diip iff ]iutiialurey.:a]9oiiUa jaidilong,4iiid> 
little-rwKKDden.menandiwoBieii, whieit^we^paiBUKl 
Uaok to represent, tiie' slaves^ /w«CB aeeir stowed iii> 
their' proper places* 

But while: the: dislribiitiaa of these: £flepe»t> 
astiUes thus contrB»iited.to'makeiii8.man]iifrieifdsf 
it called forth theeExtraioidiiiaiy. eaceitioniiof'oiiP 
enemiesi The merchants and otheis iiiterestbd 
in the oontimianoe of the Slave-trade^wroter Utter» 
Ur. the archbishop of Aix^ beseeching! Unp niit'^to? 
ruin £ranoe:;. which h& would: inevitaMfc- do, if^ aa 
then president, he wereta grant a dayt&i^ heor^ 
ing the questton of tha abolition; . OBsn^otiXKfoty 
Were made: to^ Mirabeaui fmai the same quarter^: 
if he would totally abandon. his motion; An' at^ 
tempt' was made to establish a colonial committee; 
csonsisting of such planters as- were membeis- at 
the' National AssemUy ; upont whom\ io should^ 
devolve to consider and report upon', alt matters' 
relating to: the ccdoniei^ before they oould bede^ 
termined there; Books: were cinsulated in- abun^ 
dance in: opposition to: mine;. BjiB6ert:was agaih^ 
had to 'the publici papers^, as themeaxis'of raiang* 
aihue and cry against the principlerof the Friends: 
of the Negroes. Lwas: again disnouneed: as a^spy ;' 
and as? one sent by the En^sh? minister: to* hribei 
members of the AssemMy to: do that' inta-time^of 
public agitation,, whichi in: the: settled state of 
Eranoe they/ ceuldi never have been^ prevailed* Upon* 
to^aooomplish.. And astaxpsoefl that t&is(vws-myv 
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errand, it was requested of every Frenchman to 
put to himself the following question, ^^ How it 
happened that England, which had considered 
the subject coolly and deliberately for eighteen 
months, and this in a state of internal peace and 
quietness, had not abolished the Slave-trade V* 

The clamor which, was now made against the 
abolition, pervaded all Paris, and reached the ear» 
of the king. M. Necker had a long conversa- 
tion with him upon it. The latter sent for me 
immediately. He informed me, that his majesty 
was desirous of making himself master of the 
question, and had expressed a wish to see my 
Essay on the ImpoUcy of the Slave-trade. He 
desired to have two copies of it ; one in French 
and the other in English ; and he would then take 
his choice as to which of them he would read. 
He (M . Necker) was to present them. He would 
take with him also at the same time the beautiful 
specimens of the manufactures of the Africans, 
which I had lent to Madame Necker out of the 
cabinet of Monsieur GeofFroy de Villeneuve and 
others. As to the section of the slave-ship, he 
thought it would affect his majesty too much, 
as he was then indisposed. All these articles^ 
except the latter,, were at length presented, The 
king bestowed a good deal of time upon the special 
mens. He admired them ; but particularly those 
in gold. He expressed his surprise at the state of 
some of the artg; in Afric^^ He sent them back 
on the same day oix which he had examined them^ 

and commissioned M. Necker to. return me hia 

23* 
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d)a«k»;, and tb say^Uiat hit had; been) bighlj^'gratW 
fied^whh what he had seem; and, 'wl^iieBpect'.Ui 
tli# BnajF on die Ita^policy of the. Sla.ve«tradBi that! 
he would read it. with! ail the j^ecioiisiieflBJiidlielL) 
slieh a • subject deierved. . 

My correspondence with the Comte: da Mka«> 
beau was now dran^ing near to its dose;. I had 
sent him & lettei; every other day for at wholte 
monthy. which containedi from sixteen' to twenty 
pagesi He usually acknowledged the receipt, cf 
each* Hence many of hisi letters! caiiie: into my* 
possession* These were always interesting, on/ 
account of the richness of the: .expressions they 
Qimtained. Mirabeau,. even in his ordinary dia^- 
course, w«ls eloquent. It was* his peci]dian talisni to). 
use such words, that they who heard . them,, were 
almost led to believe, that' he had taken great. 
pEuns to cull them for the occasion; Bui this hisj 
ordinary language was the language alao of his 
letters ; and as they show a power of expreseion, 
by which the reader may judge of the. diameter 
ot the eloquence of one, who was then undoubted- 
ly the greatest orator in France, I have thought 
it not improper to submit one of them to his 
perusal in the annexed note^* L could have 

* " Je fais toujours mille remercimens plas empresses et {das 
aftctueux k Monsieur Clarkson pour la vertueuse profusion 6e sea 
Itttnieres, de ses reserches, et de sea travaux. Comme ma sootioii 
^ tons ses developpeme^s sont entierement prftts ^attends avee 
une vive impatience ses nouvelles lettres, afin d'achever de classer 
les futs et les raisonnemens de Monsieur Clarkson, et, cette deduc- 
tion entierement finie, de commencer k manoBUvrer en tactiqne le 
BueoftB doateox de oette peiiUease prqKMaitiQai. J>amu Phooneur 
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wished, as |^ as it leliateB to myself that it had- 
been less complimentary. It must be observed^, 
however, that I had already written to him more, 
than two hundred pages with my. own hand ; and 
as this was done at no small expense, time and 
trouble, and solely to qualify him for the office of 
doing good, he eould not but set some value upon 
my labors. 

When our correspondence was over, I had some; 
conversation with him relative to fixing a day for 
the motion. But he judged it prudent, previously 
to this, to sound some of the members of the^ 
assembly on the subject of it. This he did ; but 
he was greatly disappointed at the result. There, 
was not one member, out of all those with whom, 
he conversed, who had not been canvassed by thsi 
planter's conamittee. And though most of them 
had been proof against all its intrigues and arti- 
fices, yet many of them hesitated respecting the 
abolition at that moment. There was a fear in 
some that they shouid injure the revolution by* 
ad<opting it ; others, who had no such fears, wished, 
for the concurrence of England in the measure, 
and suggested the propriety of a deputatbn there 
for that purpose previously to the discussion of the. 
question in France. While others maintained, 
that as England had done nothing, after having 

de le recevonr Dimandie depaifl oibiB heurM^ et mtaie diz da mtin 
jusqu'k midi, non seulement avec im vif jdaiar, mail a?ec una 
s^isible reconnoiwBance. 

<«IJE COMTE DE MTRABEAU. 
**Deemlfre S5, nSS.** 
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had it 00 long under consideration, ^^?^>^ &^ ^o 
presume, that she judged it impolitic to abandon 
the Slave-trade ; but if France were to give it up, 
and England to continue it, how would humanity 
be the gainer 1 

While the Comte de Mirabeau was continuing 
his canvass among the members of the National 
Assembly, relative to his motion, attempts were 
again made in the public papers to mislead them. 
Emancipation was now stated to be the object 
of the Friends of the Negroes. This charge I re* 
pelled, byaddriessing myself to Monsieur Beauvet. 
I explained to him the views of the different so» 
cieties, which had taken up the cause of the Afri- 
cans ; and I desired him to show my letter to the 
planters. I was obliged also to answer publicly 
a letter by Monsieur Mosneron de Laun^. This 
writer professed to detail the substance of the 
privy council report. He had the injustice to as- 
sert, that three things had been distinctly proved 
there : First, that slavery had always existed in 
Africa; Secondly, that the natives were a bloody 
people, addicted to human sacrifice, and other bar- 
barous customs ; and, thirdly, that their soil was 
incapable of producing any proper articles for com- 
merce. From these premises he argued, as if they 
had been established by the unanimous and un- 
contradicted testimony of the witnesses ; and he 
drew the conclusion, that not only had England 
done nothing in consequence, but that she never 
would do any thing which should affect the ex- 
istence of this trade. 
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But. thew^leiters- had only, just made their ap- 
pearaace. in the jfviAio papers^ when I waa sum- 
moned to England. Parliament, it appeared, had 
met; and I was immediately to leave Paris*. 
Among, those, of whom I had but just time ta 
take leave, were the deputies of color. At this, 
my last conference with them, I recommended 
moderation and forbearance, as the best gifts l 
could leave them ; and I entreated them rather 
to give up their seatS: in the assembly, than on 
that account to bring misery on their country; for 
that with patience their cause would ultimately, 
triumph. They replied, that I had prescribed to 
them a.most difficult task. They were afraid that 
neither the conduct of the white colonists nor of 
the National Assembly could be much longer, 
borne. They Uianked me,, however^ for my ad- 
vice. One of them gave me a trinket^ by which 
I might remember him ; and as for himself, ha 
said, he should never forget one,. who had taken 
such a deep interest in: the welfare of his mother.^ 
Ifound, however,, notwithstanding all I said, that 
there was a spirit of dissatisfaction in them, whioh 
nothing, but a redress of their grievances oould 
subdue ;: and that, .if the planters should persevere 
in their intrigues, and the National Assembly in 
delay, a fire would be lighted: up in St. Domingo^ 
which could not. easily be extinguishe&i This 
was afterwards realized : for Og6, m about three 
months, from this time, left his companions to re- 
port tO' hia constituents in St. Domingo the stat» 

* Africa. 
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of their tttimimi; when hearmg, oiji^his arrirat 
ia that island, of the outrageous conduct of the 
whites of the committee of Aquin; who had begun 
a persecution of the people oi color, for no other 
reason than that they had dared to seek the com*^ 
inoi^> privileges of citizens ; and of the murder of 
Ferrand. and Labadie, he imprudently armed his^ 
slaves. With a small but faithful band he rushed 
upon superior numbers, and was defeated.. Tafcingr 
refuge at length in the ^>anish part of St. Domin- 
go, he was given up; and his enemies, to strike 
terror into the people of color, broke him upon the 
wheel. From this time reconciliation between 
the parties became impossible. A bloody war 
commenced, and with it all those horrors which 
it has been our lot so frequently to deplore. It 
must be remembered, however, that the Slave- 
trade, by means of the cruel distinctions it occa- 
4sioned, was the original cause ; and though the 
revolution of France afforded the occasion ; it was 
an occasion which would have been prevented, if 
it had not been for the intrigues and injustice of 
the whites. 

Another, upon whom I had time to call, was the 
amiable bishop of Chartres. When I left him, the 
Abbe Syeyes, who was with him, desired to Walk 
with me to my hotel. He there presented me 
with a set Of his works, which he sent for, while 
he staid with me ; and on parting, he made use 
of this complimentary expression, in allusion, I 
suppose, to the cause I had undertaken : ^I aia 
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f leased to have been acquainted with the friend 
of man.'* 

It was necessary that I should see the Comte de 
Mirabeau and ,the Marquis de la Fayette, before 
I left Paris., I had written to each of them to 
•communicate the inteUigence of my departure, as 
soon as I received it. The comte, it appeared, 
had nearly canvassed the . assembly. He could 
count upon three hundred members, who, for the 
sake of justice, and without any consideration of 
policy or of consequences, would support his mo- 
tion. But alas I what proportion did this number 
bear to twelve hundred ! About five hundred more 
would support him ; but only on one condition ; 
wliich was, if England would give an unequivocal 
proof of her intention to abolish the trade.. The 
knowledge of these circumstances, he said, had in- 
duced him to write a letter to Mr. Pitt. In this 
he had explained, how far he could proceed with- 
out his assistance, and how far with it. He had 
frankly developed to him the mind and temper of 
the assembly on this subject ; but his answer must 
be immediate ; for the white colonists were daily 
gaining such an influence there, that he foresaw it 
would be impossible to carry the measure, if it were 
long delayed. On taking leave of him he desired 
me to be the bearer of the letter, and to present 
it to Mr. Pitt. 

On conversing with the Marqdis de la Fayette, 
he lamented deeply the unexpected turn whicli 
the cause of the negroes had lately taken in the 
assembly. It was entirely owing to the daily 
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.iatriguat 61 the white jcAoaislM. He feaved 'tliqjr 
would ruin every thing. If the deputies of color 
had been heard on their arrival, their rigfatswould 
have .been acknowledged. But now there was 
little probability that they would c^tain them. He 

.foresaw nothing but desolation in St. Domingo. 

. With respect to the Abolition of theSlave-trade, 
it might be yet carried ; but not unless England 
would concur in the measure. On this topic he 
enlarged with much feeling. He hoped the day 
was near at hand, when two great* nations, which 

.had been hitherto distinguished only for their hos- 
tility, one toward the other, would unite in so sub 
lime a measure ; and that they would follow up 
their union by another, still more lovely, for the 
preservation of eternal and universal peace. Thus 
their future rivalships might have the extraordi- 
nary merit of being rivalships in good. Thus the 
revolution of France, through the mighty aid of 
England, might become the source of civilization, 
of freedom, and of happiness to the whole world. 
No other nations were sufficiently enlightened for 
such an union, but all other nations might be 
benefited by it. 

The last person whom I saw was Brissot. He 
accompanied me to my carriage. With him there- 
fore I shall end my French account ; and I shall 
end it in no way so satisfactory to myself, as in 
a very concise vindication of his character, from 
actual knowledge against the attacks of those who 
have endeavored to disparage it; but who. never 
knew him. Justice and truth, I am .convinced. 
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Remand dome little declaration on this vnbject 
at my hands. Brissot then was a man of plaiA 
Itnd modei^ appearance. His habits, contrary te 
those of his eoantrymen in general, were domestic* 
In his own family he set an amiable exam]4e, both 
as a husband and as a fother. On all occasions he 
was a faithful friend.' He was particulaiiy watch- 
ful over his private conduct. From the simplicity 
of his appearance, and the severity of his morals, 
he was called The Quaker ; at least in all the 
circles which I frequented. He was a man cff 
deep feeling. He was charitable to the poor a« 
far as a slender income permitted him. But his 
benevolence went beyond the usual bounds. He 
was no patriot in the ordinary acceptation of the 
word; for he took the habitable g^obe as 'his 
country, and wished to consider every foreigner as 
his brothelr. 

I left France, as it may be easily iknaigined, 
much disappointed, that my labors, which faMl 
been of nearly six months* continuance, should 
have had no better success ; ndr did I see in 
looking forward, any drcumdtances that were 
consoling with respect to the issue of them )diers ; 
Tor it was impossible that 'Mr. Pitt,even if helaiad 
1)een inclined to write to Bfirabeou, circamMttneed 
as matters then were with respect ta the ketmif 
of evidence, could have given him^a pfomise,«l 
leadt of a speedy abblitbn ; and, tiidess his fawmmr 
tiad been immediate, it wouM haye'anived,'«eeittg 
that the French planters were daily pnlMng by 

their intrigues, too late to be efiectual. • 
VOL. II. 24 
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- I had hut just arriyed in England, when Mk. 
Wilberforce made a new motion in the House of 
Commons on the subject of the Biave-trade. In 
referring to the transactions of the last'eessionfl^ 
he found that twenty-eight days had been allotted 
to. the hearing of Witnesses against the aboliticNoiy 
and that eleven personcLonly had been examined 
in that, time. If the examinations were to go on 
in the same manner, they might be made to last 
fox years. He resolved therefore to move, that, 
instead of hearing evidence in future in the house 
at large, members should hear it in an open com- 
mittee above stairs ; which committee should sit 
notwithstanding any adjournment of tbie house it- 
self. This motion he made ; and in doing it he 
took an opportunity of correcting an erroneous 
report ; which was, that he had changed his mind 
on this great subject. This was, he said, do far 
from being the case, that the more he contem- 
plated the trade, the more enormous he found it, 
and the more he felt himself compelled to per- 
severe in endeavors for its abolition. 

One would have thought that a motion, so rea- 
SMiable and so constitutional, would have met 
with the approbation of all; but it was vehe- 
mently opposed by Mr. Gascoyne, alderman Nevni- 
ham, and others, The plea set up was, that 
there was no precedent for referring a question of - 
such importance to a committee. It was now 
obvious, that the real object of our opponents in 
abandoning decision by the privy councU evidence 
was delay. . Unable to meet us there, they were 
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>glad to fly to any measure, which should enable 
them to put off the evil day. This charge wae 
.fixed upon them in unequivocal language by Mr. 
Fox ; who observed besides, that if the members 
of the house should then resolve to hear evidence 
in a committiee of the whole house as before, it 
would amouut to a resolution, that the question 
of the aboUtion of the Slave-trade should be put 
by, or at least that it should never be decided by 
them. After a long debate, the motion of Mr. 
Wilberforce was voted without a division; and 
the examination of witnesses proceeded in behalf 
. of those who were interested in the continuance 
of the trade. 

This measure having been resolved upon, by 
which ^patch in the examinations wsis promoted 
I was alarmed lest we should be called upon for 
our own evidence, before we were fully prepared. 
The time which I had originally allotted for the 
discovery of new witnesses, had been taken up, 
if not wasted, in France. In looking over, the 
names of the sixteen, who were to have been 
examined by the committee of privy council if 
there had been time, one had died, and eight, who 
were sea-faring people, were out of the kingdom. 
It was time, therefore, to stir immediately in this 
business. Happily, on looking over my letters, 
which I found on my arrival in England, the 
names of several had been handed to, me, with 
the places of their abode, who could ^ve me in- 
formation of the subject of our question. All 
^these I visited with the utmost dispatch. I was 
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$kmmi iolgp tkree lif teka. i had tuMneUcHl a tiid«» 
iftttd milaftia this iinia^ IM ooavcned with (Emreo- 
IcMai penKmi^ and had pievailoi upca Ihqae la-he 
fsamiiiad. 

i had scarody i^twmed with Iba aMtiiii af 
thaaa witaesaaa to> my list, idbieD I faund U necta- 
aarylo g<»oat agaia upoalhasamacivaiid. This 
aeeoad journey aroea m part &om th* fbUawiiDf 
CfkcuiEtatMieeB. There was a natter in dispute 
jnlative to the mod^ of obtaining daves in the 
jriiEers of Calabar and Benny. It was asoal^ when 
the slave-dkips lay thefe^ fiw a number of canesb 
lo go into the inland eountry. Thetie went in a 
fleet. There might be from thirty to forty armed 
natives in each of them, l&yery canoe also had 
a four or a six'-pounder (cannon) ftuitemd to h<^r 
how. Equipped in this manner they departed; 
and they were usually absent from eight lo four> 
teen days. It was said that they went to fediSy 
which were held on the banka of these rivers, 
and at which there was a regular show ol daves. 
On their return they usually brought down from 
eight hundred to a thousand of these for the 
ships. These lay at the bottom of the canoes ; 
thc^ arms and legs having been first bound by 
the ropes of the country. Now the question wasy 
how the people, thus going up these rivers^ ob* 
taified their slaves 1 

It was certainly a very suspicious circumstance, 
that such a number of persons should go out upon 
these occasions ; and that they should be armed 
in such a manner. We presumed therefore, thal^ 
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though they might buy many of the slaves, whom 
they brought down, at the fairs, which have been 
mentioned, they obtained others by violence, as op- 
portunity offered. This inference we pressed upon 
our opponents; and called upon them to show 
what circumstances made such warlike prepara- 
tions necessary on these excursions. To this they 
replied readily. The people in the canoes, said 
they, pass through the territories of different petty 
princes ; to each of whom, on entering* his terri- 
tory, they pay a tribute or toll. This tribute has 
been long fixed; but attempts frequently hare 
been made to raise it. They who follow the 
trade cannot afford to submit to these iihreasbh- 
able demands; and therefore they arm tHetiiselves 
in case of any determination on the part of theito 
petty princes to enforce them. 

This answer we never judged to be satisfactory. 
We tried, therefore, to throw light upon the sub- 
ject, by inquiring if the natives, who went 'up 
on these expeditions, usually took with them as 
many goods as would amount to the number of 
the slaves they were accustomed to bring back 
with them. But we could get no direct answer, 
from any actual knowledge, to this question. All 
had seen the canoes go out and return ; but no 
one had seen them loaded, nor had been on board 
them. It appeared, however, from circumstantial 
evidence, that though the natives on these occa- 
sions might take some articles of trade with them, 
it was impossible from appearances, that they 

could take them in the proportion mentioned. 

24* 
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We maintained then our inference as before ; bitf 
it was still uniformly denied*. 

How then were we to decide this important 
question % for it wa^ eaid* that no white man was 
ever permitted by the natives to go up in these 
canoes. On mentioning accidentally the circum- 
stances of the case, as I have now stated them, to 
a ihend, immediately on my rettirn from my last 
JQumey, be informed me» that he himsdf had 
been in company, about a year before, with a 
sailcMT, a very respectable locking man, who had 
l>een up these rivers. He had spent half an hour 
with him at an' inn. He described his person to 
me. But he knew nothing of his name, or of the 
place of his abode. All he knew was, that he was 
either going, or that he belonged to^ some ship of 
war in ordinary ; but he could not teU at what port. 
I might depend upon all these circumstances, if 
the man had not deceived him ; and be saw no 
reason why he should. 

I felt myself set on fire, as it were, by this in<^ 
telligence, deficient as it was ; and I seemed to 
determine instantly that I would if it were pos* 
sible^ find him out. For if our suspicions were 
true, that the natives frequently were kidnapped 
in these expeditions, it would be of great impor- 
tance to the cause of the abolition to have them 
ccmfirmed ; for as many slaves came annually firom 
these two rivers, as from all the coast of Africa 
besides. But how to proceed on so blind aa 
errand was the question. I first thought of try* 
ing to trace the man by letter. But this mighi 
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b^ tedious. The QXdminations were now going 
on rapidly. We should soon be called upon for 
evidence ourselves. Besides, I knew nothing of 
his name. I then thought it to be a more elSfectual 
way to apply to Sir Charles Middleton, as comp- 
troller of the navy, by whose permission I could 
board every ship of war in ordinary in England, 
and judge for myself. But here the undertaking 
seemed very arduous ; and the time it would con- 
sume became an objection in this respect, that I 
thought I could not easily forgive myself, if I were 
to fail in it. My inclination, however, prepon- 
derated this way. At length I determined to 
follow it ; for, on deUberate consideration, I found 
that I could not emfdoy my time more advantage- 
ously to the cause ; for as other witnesses must 
be found out somewhere, it was highly probable 
that, if I should fail in the discovery of this man, 
I should, by moving among such a number of sea- 
farmg people, find others, who could give their 
testimony in our favor. 

I must now inform the reader, that ships of war 
in ordinary, in one of which this man was reporU 
ed to be, are those, which are out of commission, 
and which are laid up in the different rivers and 
waters in the neighborhood of the king's dock- 
yards. Every one of these have a boatswain, 
gunner, carpenter, and assistants on board. They 
lie usually in divisions of ten or twelve ; and a 
master in the navy has a command over every 
division. 

At length I began my journey. I boarded all 
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the shipi of war lying in ordinary at Deptford, an^ 
examined the different persons in each. From 
Deptford I proceeded to Woolwich, where I did 
the same. Thence I hastened to Chatham, and 
then, down the Medway, to Sheemess. I had 
now boarded above a hundred bnd sixty vessels 
of war. I had found out two good and williiig 
evidences among them. But I could gain no 
intelligence of him who was the object of my 
search. 

From Chatham, I made the best of my way to 
Portsmouth harbor. A very formidable task pre- 
sented itself here. But the masters' boats were 
ready for me ; and I continued my pursuit. On 
boarding the Pegase, on the second day, I dis- 
covered a very respectable person in the gunner 
of that ship. His name was Greorge Millar.* He 
.had been on board the Canterbury slave-ship at 
the dreadful massacre at Calabar. He was the 
only disinterested evidence living, of whom I had 
yet heard. He expressed his willingness to ^ve 
his testimony, if his presence should be thought 
necessary in London. I then continued my pur- 
suit for the remainder of the day. On the next 
day, I resumed and finished it for this quarter. I 
had now examined the different persons in nM)re 
than a hundred vessels in this harbor, but I had 
not discovered the person I had gone to seek. 

Matters now began to look rather dishearten- 
ing, I mean, as far as my grand object was con- 
cerned. There was but one other port left, and 
this was between two and three hundred nciiles 
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distant. I determined, however, to go to Plynir 
putlx, I ha.d already been more successful i^ this 
tour, with respect to obtaining genejral evidence 
than in any other of the same length ; and the 
probability was, that, as I should continue to 
move among the same kind of people, my succesii 
would be in a similar proportion according to the 
number visited. These were great encouragQ- 
ments to me to proceed. At length I arrived at 
the place of my last hope. On my first day's 
^peditipn I boarded forty vessels, but. found no 
ooe in these who had been on the coast of Africa 
in the Slave-trade. One or two had been there io 
king's ships ; but they had never been on shore. 
Things were now drawing near to a clo^e ; and 
notwithstanding my success as to gei^eral evidence 
in this journey, my heart began to beat. I was 
restless and uneasy during the night. The next 
morning, I felt agitated again between the alter- 
nate pressure of hope and fear ; and in this state I 
entered my boat. The fifty-seventh vessel, which 
I boarded ui this harbor, was the Melampusi frigatQ. 
One person belonging to it, on examining him in 
the captain's cabin, said he had been two voyages 
to Africa ; and I had not long discoursed with 
him, before I found, to my inexpressible joy, that 
he was the man. I found too, that he unravelled 
the question in dispute precisely as our inferences 
had determined it. He had been two expeditions 
up the river Calabar in the canoes of the natives. 
In the first of these, they came yrithin a certain 
distance of a village* They then concealed them* 
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selves under the bushes, which hung~ oyer tlie 
water from the banks. In this position they re- 
mained during dayUght. But at night they went 
up to it armed, and seized all the inhabitants, who 
had not time to make their escape. They obtained 
forty-five persons in this manner. In the sec<>nd, 
they were out eight or nine days ; when they 
made a similar attempt, and with nearly similar 
success. They seized men, women, and chfldren, 
as they could find them in the huts. They then 
bound their arms, and drove them before them to 
the canoes. The name of the person, thus dis- 
covered on board the Melampus, was Isaac Parker. 
On inquiring into his character fi:om the master 
of the division, I found it highly respectable. I 
found also, afterwards, that he had sailed ¥rith 
Captain Cook, with great credit to himself, round 
the world. It was also remarkable that my 
brother, on seeing him in London, when he went 
to deliver his evidence, recognised him as having 
served on board the Mornach man-(^-war, and as 
one of the most, exemplary men in that ship. 

I returned now in triumph. I had been out« 
only three weeks, and I had found out this extra- 
ordinary person, and five respectable witnesses 
besides. These, added to the three discovered in 
the last journey, and to those provided before, 
made us more formidable than at any former pe- 
riod ; so that the delay of our opponents, which 
we had looked upon as so great an evil, proved in 
the end truly serviceable to our cause. 

On going into the committee room of the Hmmb 
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of Commons on my return, I found that the erami-* 
nations were still going on in the behalf of those 
wbo were interested in the continuance of the 
trade ; and they w6nt on beyond the middle of 
April, when it was considered that they had 
dosed. Mr. Wilberforce moved accordingly on 
the twenty-third of the same month, that Captain 
Thomas Wilson, of the royal navy, and that 
Charles Bems Wadstrom and Henry Hew Dal* 
rymple, esquires, do attend as witnesses on the 
behalf of the abolition. There was nothing now 
but clamor from those on the opposite side of the 
question. They knew well, that there were but 
few members of the House of Commons, who had 
read the privy council report. They knew there- 
fore, that, if the question were to be decided by 
evidence, it must be decided by that, which their 
own witnesses had given before Parliament. But 
this was the evidence only oh one side. It was 
certain, therefore, if the decision were to be made 
upon this basis, that it must be entirely in their 
favor. Will it then be believed that in an English 
House of Commons there could be found persons, 
who could move to prevent the hearing of any 
other witnesses on this subject ; and, what is more 
remarkable, that they should charge Mr. Wilber- 
force, because he proposed the hearing of them, 
with the intention solely of delay 1 Yes. Such 
persons were found, but, happily, only among the 
friends of the Slave-trade. Mr. Wilberforce, in 
rejdying to them, could not help observing, that 
it was rather extraordinary that they, who had 
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occasioned the delay of a whole year, shbcild 
charge him with that of which they ChemiBelvM 
had been so conspicuously guilty. He then cmn- 
mented for some time on the injustice of their 
motion. He stated, too, that he would tindertidre 
to remove from disinterested and unprejudiced 
persons many of the impressions which: had been 
made by the witnesses against the abolition ; and 
he appealed to the justice and honor of the house 
in behalf of an injured people ; under the hope, 
that they would not allow a decision to be made 
till they had heard the whole of the case. These 
observations, however, did not satisfy all those 
who belonged to the opposite party. Lord Penrhyn 
contended for a decision without a moment's de- 
lay. Mr. Gascoyne relented, and said he would 
allow three weeks to abolitionists, during wliich 
their evidence might be heard. At length the 
debate ended; in the course of which, Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Pox powerfully supported Mr* Wilber* 
force ; when the motion was negatived n^ithout 
any attempt at a division. 

The witnesses in behalf of the aboIltiM of the 
Slave-tmde now took possession of the ground, 
which those in favor of it had left But "wiiat 
was our surprise, when only three of them had 
been heard, to find that Mr. Norris should cotne 
forward as an evidence ! This he did to cottfirm 
what he had stated to the privy council as to the 
general question ; but he did it more t>arlictilarl};E, 
as it appeared afterwiird, in the justificaltton of his 
own conduct : for the part which be had tak^n 
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ix Lirerpool, as it related to me, had become a 
Mbject of conTersation with' many. It was now 
well known what assistance he had given me 
Uiere in my pursuit ; how he had even furnished 
me with clauses for a bill for the abolition of the 
trade ; how I had written to him, in consequence 
of his friendly co-operation, to come up as an evi- 
dence in our favor ; and how at that moment he 
had accepted the office of a delegate on the con- 
trary side. The noise, which the relation and 
repetition of these and other circumstances had 
made, had given him, I believe, consideraMe pain. 
His friends, too^ had urged some explanation as 
necessary. But how shortsighted are they who do 
wrong! By coming forward in this imprudent 
manner, he fixed the stain only the more indeliUy 
on himself; for he thus imposed upon me the 
cruel necessity of being examined against him ; 
and this necessity was the more afflicting to me, 
because I was to be called upon, not to state facts 
relative to the trade, but to destroy his character 
as an evidence in its support. I was to be called 
upon, in fact, to exjdain all those communications, 
which have been stated to have taken place be- 
tween us on this subject. Glad, indeed, should I 
have been to have ^clined this painfed interfer- 
ence. But no one would hear of a refusal. The 
bishop of London, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Wilberforce, 
considered my appearance on this occasion as an 
imperious duty to the cause Of the oppressed. 
It may be perhaps sufficient to say, that I was 
examined ; that Mr- Norris was present M die 
VOL. II. 96 
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time ; that I was cross-examined by counsel ; and 
that after this time, Mr. Norris .seemed to have no 
crdinary sense of his own degradation; for he 
never afterwards held up his head, or looked the 
abolitionists in the face, or acted with energy aa 
a delegate, as on former occasions. 

The hearing of evidence continued to go on in 
behalf of the abolition of the trade. No less than 
twenty-four witnesses, altogether, were heard in 
this session. And here it may not be improper 
to remark, that during the examination of our 
own witnesses as well as the cross-examination 
of those of our opponents, no council were ever 
employed. Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. William 
Bmith undertook this laborious department ; and 
as they performed it with great, ability, so they 
did it with great liberality towards those who 
were obliged to come under their notice in the 
course of this fiery ordeal. 
' The bill of Sir William Dblben was now to be 
renewed. On this occasion the enemies of the 
abolition became again conspicuous; for on the 
twenty-sixth of May, they availed themselves of 
a thin house to propose an amendment, by which 
they increased the number of the slaves to the 
tonnage of the vessel. They increased it too^ 
without taking into the account, as had hitherto 
been done, the extent of the superficies of the 
vessels which were to carry them. This was the 
third indecorous attempt against what were only 
reasonable and expected proceedings in the present 
session. But their advantage was of no great 
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duration ; for, the very next day, the amendment 
was rejected on the report by a majority of ninety- 
.five to sixty-nine, in consequence, principally of 
the private exertions of Mr. Pitt. Of this bill, 
though it was renewed in other years besides the 
present, I shall say no more in this history ; be- 
cause it has nothing to do with the general ques- 
tion. Horrible as it yet left the situation of the 
poor slaves in their transportation, (Which the 
(date has most abundantly shown,) it was the 
best bill which could be then obtained; and it 
answered tp a certain degree the benevolent wishes 
of the worthy baronet who introduced it : for if 
we could conclude that these voyages were made 
more comfortable to the injured Africans, in pro- 
portion as there was less mortality in them, he 
bad undoubtedly the pleasure of seeing the end, 
- at least partially, obtained ; though he must 
always have felt a great drawback from it, by 
reflecting that the survivors, however their suffer- 
ings might have been a little diminished, were 
reserved for slavery. 

The session was now near its close ; and we 
had the sorrow to find, though we had defeated 
our opponents in the three instances which have 
been mentioned, that the tide ran decidedly against 
us, upon the general question, in the House of 
Commons. The same statements, which had 
struck so many members with panic in the former 
sessions^ such as that of emancipation, of the 
ruin and massacre of the planters, and of indem- 
nification to the amount of seventy millions, had 
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been indiMtriously kepi up^ and iUa by a poMonil 
canvass among thenu B«t thki hoirtile dbpositiaD 
wae still unfortunately increased by censideiatkns 
of another sort. For the wilnessee of our oppo- 
nents had taken their ground first No leae than 
eleven of them had been examined in the lacit 
sessions. In the present, two-thirds ef the time 
had been occupied by others on the same side. 
Hence th6 imjuression upon this ground ako wa3 
against us; and we had yet had no adequate 
opportunity of doing it away. 'A clamor was aha 
raised, where we thought it least likely to have 
originated. They (the planters) it was said, had 
produced persons in elevated life, and of tbe hig^ 
est character aa witnesses ; whereas we bad been 
obliged to take up with those of the lowest con^ 
dition. This idea was circulated directly after 
the introduction of Isaac Parker, before mention^ 
ed; a simple mariner; and who was now eca^ 
trasted with the admirals on the other side of the 
question. This outcry was not only ungenerous^ 
but unconstitutional. It is the glory of the Eng* 
lish law, that it has no scale of veracity, which it 
adapts to persons, according to the station, which 
they may be found to occupy in life. In omr 
courts of law the poor are beard aa well as the 
rich ; and if their reputation be fair, and they 
stand proof against the cross-examinations they 
undergo^ both the judge and the jury muat deter* 
mine the matter in dispute by their evidence* 
But the House of Commons were now called upon 
by our opponents, to adopt the preposterous maxini 
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of attaching falsehood tp poverty, or of weighing 
truth by the standard of rank and riches. 
: But though we felt a considerable degree of 
pain in finding this adverse disposition among so 
many members of the lower house, it was some 
consolation to us to know that our cause had not 
sufifered with their constituents, the people. These 
.wel'e still warmly with us. Indeed, their hatred 
of the trade had greatly increased. Many circum- 
stances had occurred in this year to promote it. 
The committee during my absence in France, had 
circulated the plate of the slave-ship throughout 
all England. No one saw it but he was impressed. 
It spoke to him in a language, which was at once 
intelligible and irresistible. It brought forth the 
tear of sympathy in behalf of the sufferers, and it 
fixed their sufferings in his heart. The commit- 
tee, too, had been particularly vigilant during the 
whole of the year, with respect to the public 
papers. They had suffered no statement in behalf 
of those interested in the continuance of the trade, 
to go unanswered. Dr. Dickson, the author of the 
Letters on Slavery before mentioned, had come 
forward again with his services on this occasion, 
and by his active co-operation with a sub-com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose, the coast was so 
well cleared of our opponents, that though they 
were seen the next year again, through the me- 
dium of the same papers, they appeared only in 
sudden incursions, as it were, during which they 
darted a few weapons at us; but they never 

afterwards ventured upon the plain to dispute the 

26* 
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produced persons in elevated life, and of tbe hig^ 
est character aa witnesses ; whereas we bad been 
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lish law, that it has no scale of veracity, which it 
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they may be found to occupy in life. In omr 
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rich ; and if their reputation be fair, and they 
stand proof against the cross-examinations they 
undergo, both the judge and the jury muat deter* 
mine the matter in dispute by their evidence. 
But the House of Commons were now called upon 
by our opponents, to adopt the pveposterous maxim 
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of attaching falsehood tp poverty, or of weighing 
truth by the standard of rank and riches. 
i. But though we felt a considerable degree of 
pain in finding this adverse disposition among so 
many members of the lower house, it was some 
consolation to us to know that our cause had not 
sufifered with their constituents, the people. These 
.were still warmly with us. Indeed, their hatred 
of the trade had greatly increased. Many circum- 
stances had occurred in this year to promote it. 
The committee during my absence in France, had 
circulated the plate of the slave-ship throughout 
all England. No one saw it but he was impressed. 
It spoke to him in a language, which was at once 
intelligible and irresistible. It brought forth the 
tear of sympathy in behalf of the sufferers, and it 
fixed their sufferings in his heart. Tbe commit- 
tee, too, had been particularly vigilant during the 
whole of the year, with respect to the public 
papers. They had suffered no statement in behalf 
of those interested in the continuance of the trade, 
to go unanswered. Dr. Dickson, the author of the 
Letters on Slavery before mentioned, had come 
forward again with his services on this occasion, 
and by his active co-operation with a sub-com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose, the coast was so 
well cleared of our opponents, that though they 
were seen the next year again, through the me- 
dium of the same papers, they appeared only in 
sudden incursions, as it were, during which they 
darted a few weapons at us; but they never 

afterwards ventured upon the plain to dispute the 
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ia|iiUr» inch l^y ineb| or |«uit by point» in aa open 
and manly manner. 

But otBer circumBiances occuned to kiep up a 
hatred of the trade among the people in this in^ 
terval, which, trivial as they were, ought not to 
be ibrgotten. The amiable poet, Cowper, had 
frequently made the Slave-trade the subject of 
his contem[dation. He had already severety con* 
demned it in his valuaUe poem. The Task. Bui 
now he had written three little fugitive pieces 
upon it« Of these the most impressive was that 
which he called The Negro's Complaint, and of 
which the fdlowing is a copy : 

"Farc'd fixun Home and aH its pleaturea^ 

AfiieHr coast I left foilom, 
To increase a strangei's tr^asurai^ 

O'er the raging bdlows Ixmie; 
Men from England bought and sold me» 

Paid my price in paltry gold ; 
But, though theirs they haire euoll'd me. 

Minds are nerer to be sold* 

*' Still in thought as free as efor. 

What are England^s rights, I ask. 
Me ftom my ddi^ts to sever, 

Me to torture^ me to task? 
Fleecy locka and black complexion 

Cannot forfeit nature's daim ; 
Skins may difier, but afl^tion 

Dwells in black and white the ssme; 

"Why did all-creating nature 

Make the plant, for which we toil ? 
Sighs must fim it, tears must water, 
Sweat of ours must dzess die soiL 
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Think, ye BUMtai^ iran-hmited, 

Lolling at your jovial boaida, 
Think, how many backs have smaited 
For the sweets your cane afibrds. 

''Is there, as you sometimes tell vm^ 

Is there one, who rules on hi^ ; 
Has he bid you buy and sell us. 

Speaking from his throne, the sky? 
Ask him, if your knotted scourgBs, 

Fetters, blood-extorting screws^ 
Are the .means, which duty urges 

Agents of his will to use? 

"Harkl he answers: Wild tomadoei, 

Strewing yonder sea with wrecks. 
Wasting towns, plantations, meadows, 

Are the voice with which he speaks. 
He, fbreseang what vexations 

Afric's sons should undei^, 
IFlx'd thdr tyrant's habitations 

Where Us whirlwinds answer — ^Na 

I 

<<By our blood in Afiic wasted, * 

Ere our necks received the chain ; 
By the miseries, which we tasted 

Crossing in your barks, the main ; 
By our snffaings, since you brought 09 

To the man-degrading mart. 
All sustained by patience, taught us 

Only by a biok^i heart : 

''Deem our nation brutes no longer. 

Till some reason you shall find 
Worthier of regard, and stronger, 

Than the ccdor of Our kind. 
Slaves of gold ! whose sordid- dealings 

Tarnish all your boasted powers, 
Prove that you have human feelingSi 

Ere yoa proudly queistioD ours.* 
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This little piece Cowper presented in manu- 
script to some of his friends in London ; and 
these, conceiving it to contain a powerful appeal 
in behalf of the injured Africans, joined in printing 
it. Having ordered it on the finest hot-pressed 
paper, and folded it up in a small and neat fcMin, 
they gave it the printed title of " A Subject for 
Conversation at the Tea-table." After this, they 
sent many thousand copies of it in franks into 
the country. From one it spread to another, till 
it travelled almost over the whole island. Falling 
at length into the hand? of the musician, it was 
set to music ; and it then found its way into the 
streets, both of the metropolis and of the country, 
where it was sung as a ballad ; and where it gave 
a plain account of the subject, with an appropri- 
ate feeling, to those who heard it; 

Nor was the philanthropy of the late Mr. Wedg^ 
wood less instrumental in turning the popular 
feeling in our favor. He made his own manufac- 
tory contribute to this end. He took the seal of 
the committee, as exhibited in this volume, for his 
model ; and he produced a beautiful cameo, of a 
less size, of which the ground was a most delicate 
white, but the negro, who was seen imploring 
compassion in the middle of it, was in his own 
native color. Mr. Wedgwood made a liberal do- 
nation of these, when finished, among his friends. 
I received from him no less than five hundred of 
them myself. They, to whom they were sent, 
did not lay them up in their cabinets, but gave 
them away likewise. They were soon, like The 
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.Negroes Complaint^ in diflfearent parts of the king- 
.dam. Some had them inlaid in gold on the lid 
cf their anuff-boxes. Of the ladies several wore 
them, in bracelets^ and others had them fitted up 
in an ornamental manner as pins for the hair» 
At length, the taste for wearing them became 
general ; and thus foshion, which usually confines 
,it8elf to worthless things, was seen for once in 
the honorable office of promoting the cause of 
justice, humanity, and freedom. 

I shall now only state that the committee took 
as members within its own body, in the period 
of time which is included in this chapter, the 
reverend Mr. Ormerod, chaplain to the bishop of 
London, and Captain James Bowen, of the royal 
navy ; that they elected the honorable Nathaniel 
Curzon (now Lord Scarsdale), Dr. Frossard of 
Lyons, and Benjamin Garlike, esquire, then sec- 
retary to the English embassy at the Hague, hon- 
orary and corresponding members ; and that they 
concluded their annual labors with a suitable 
report ; in which they noticed the extraordinary 
efforts of our opponents to injure our cause, in the 
following manner : *^ In the progress of this busi- 
ness a powerful combination of interest has been 
excited against us. The African trader, the 
planter, and the West India merchant have united 
their forces to defend the fortress, in which their 
supposed treasures lie. Vague calculations and 
false alarms have been thrown out to the public, 
in order to show that the constitution and even 
the existence of this free and opulent nation de« 
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■pend on its depriving the inhabitants of a foreign 
country of those rights, and of that liberty, which 
we ourselves so highly and so justly prize. Surely 
in the nature of things and in the order of Provi*. 
dence it cannot be so. England existed as a 
great nation, long before the African commerce 
was known amongst us, and it is not to acts of 
injustice and violence that she owes her present 
rank in the scale of nations.'' 
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Hints to Parents on the Earlj Keli- 

l^ons JSdncatlon of Children. By Gardiner 
Spring, D. D., Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church, 
New- York. 18mo. with a steel engraving. Price 37 J cts. 

From tlra New-York Weekly Messenger and Young Men's Advocate. 

Dr, Spring's Hints to Parents, — One of the prettiest lit- 
tle works of this class that we have ever met with, is just 
published ; it is called " Hints tq Parents on the Religious 
Education of Children. By Gardiner Spring, D. D." The 
author has been long and favorably known to the public as 
a chaste, powerful, and popular writer. The subject of the 
present work is one of great moment^— one in which every, 
parent has a real interest. And we commend this little 
Yolttme,'fiot only to pious parents, but to all virho desire to 
bring up their children in such a manner as to mak^ them 
an honor to themselvw and a blessing to their fellow-men. 
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From tht ConuMreial AdfwUMr. 

Hints to Parents, on the Religious Education of CA0- 
dren. By Gardiner Spring, D. D. This beautiful little to- 
iume, coming out at this time, will be peculiarly acceptable 
to the congregation of the able and excellent author, and 
will have the e^ct of a legacy of his opinions on a most 
important subject, now that for a lime they are deprived of 
his personal instructions. It is a work that should be in the 
hands of every parent throughout our country, who has the 
temporal and eternal interest of his ofisprins^ at heart- The 
few and leading maxims of the Christian religion are plain- 
ly and practically enforced, and the parent's duties are des- 
canted on in a train of pure and beautiful eloquence, which 
a father's mind, elevated by religion, only could have dictat- 
ed We believe that a general knowledge of this little vo- 
lume would be attended with consequences beneficial to so- 
ciety, since a practice of its recommendations could scarcely 
be refused to its solemn and affectionate spirit of entreaty. 

The Ministry we Need. By S. H. Cox, D. D., 

and others. . 37| cents. 

From tke Litenrjr voA TlMolefiMl Review. * 

This neat little volume comprises the inaugural charge 
and address which were delivered on occasion of inducting 
the Professor of Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral 
Theology in the Theological Seminary at Auburn. The 
friends of Dr. Cox will not be disappointed in his inaugu- 
ral address. It bears the impress oi his talents and piety— 
his enlarged views and catholic spirit. To analyze it 
would convey no adequate idea of its merits. His theme 
is the ministry of reconciliation — ** the chosen medium by 
which God conciliates men — the mighty moral enginery 
that accomplishes his brightest wonders — the authentic 
diplomacy of the King of kings working salvation in the 
midst of the earth." The manner in wluch he treats his 
subject, in relation to the importance of the Christian min- 
istry, and the kind of ministry needed in this age and na- 
tion, we need hardly remark will amply repay me perusal 
of his brethren, if not be interesting and instructive to the 
church at large. 

** Error-scenting notoriety " may not altogether like the 
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odor of this little book; and the ^^lynx-eytd dettciers of 
heresy " will not be forward to approve a work in which 
they are handled with unsparing severity; but by **all the 
fftVorerson principle of a pious, sound, eaucated, scriptural, 
and accomplished ministry in the church of Grod, and 
throughout the whole world, as the ministry we need^ 
to whom this little volume is most respectfully inscribed," 
it will be read, and, we trust, circulated. 

Tbe Christianas Poeket Companion.— 

Selected from the works of John Rogers, Dr. (5wbn, 
Dav» Brainsrd, President Edwards, and others^ 
•wilh an Introduction by Rev; John Blatchford, of 
Bridgeport, ConOi 25 cents. 

^ The IbUowiag it ft«m Mr. in«lehliwd*« Lettar to tlw Piriilidier: 

I am happy to learn, through your letter of last evening, 
your desiffQ of publishing the little work containing the 
private rules by which the lives of such men as Edwards, 
and Brainerd, and Rogers, and Afoson, were regulated 

That little volume (which is the only copy that I have 
ever met with) was, for many of the last yeara of his life, 
the pocket<4:ompamoH of «y honored father, the late Sa- 
muel Blatchford^ D. D. of Lansingbuvgh. This circum- 
ataoce al^ne would give it a vaJue in my estimation — as 
alao with the many who were associated with him as a 
fitfker ia the ministry, as well a« those who were per^ 
mitted to receive " the message of salvation from his lips.^' 

But ia addition to this, who is there that loves the cause 
of Christ and the souls of men among the ministers of ths 
Lord Jesus in our day, that haa not ofien^ amid the toils 
and discouragements and anxieties which so thickly, beset 
thdlx path, turned away to such men, aod inquif ed th* se- 
cret, if any there was, by which they aceomf>li8hjed so 
inuch for the Church, and secured to themselves a charac- 
ter for such eminent holiness? This little book answers 
these questions, and introduces us to these **men of Gqd," 
in the closet, in the family, in the social circle, in. tlieiia* 
bora of the pulpit, and in the discharge of their muliiplied 
parochiai duties ; and I am confident that no one can ri^ 
from its perusal without being incited to more prayer aniA 
more diligt^nce in their varied efforts to adorn the "doc- 



trines of Christ their Savior " themselves, wid in ptmdt 
iog Christ and him crucified to others. { 

wishing you all success in your undertaking, I woaU 
most fervently commend it to the hlessing of God, beliering 
that in giving it to the puhlic, you will greatly subserve the 
best of causes, and in a very acceptable'manner. 

JOHN BLATCHFORD. 

From the New-Tork Obteirer. 

Christianas Pocket- Companion. — This vejry small but 
neat manual, just published, is a compilation of some of 
the purest sentiments and holiest aspirations of such men 
as Owen, Rogers, Brainerd, and President Edwards. We 
venture to say that no Christian caiii:make it the Jhmiliai 
companion of his heart, as well as ^pocket," without be- 
commg evidently a holier and a happier man. 

Practical Thoughts. By the late Dr. Nevins, 
of Baltimore. 50 cents. 

Thoughts on Popery* By Dr. Nevins. 50 cts. 

From tke Neir-Tork Obatmr «r Afril 9U^ 1S98» 

The Practical Thoughts consists of forty-six articles on 
prayer, praise, professing Christ, duties to Sabbath Schools, 
the monthly concert, the conversion of the world, viola- 
tions of the Sabbath, liberality, man's inconsistency, the 
pity of the Lord, Christian duty, death, &c. ; the last of 
^hich are " Heaven's Attractions " and " The Heavenly 
Recognition," closing with the words, '* By the time we 
have done what I recommend, we shall be close upon the 
celestial confines — perhaps within heaven's limits." ♦ • • 

There the sainted author laid down his pen, leaving the 
article unfinished, and went, none can doubt, to enjoy the 
blessed reality of the scenes he had been so vividly de- 
scribing. 

These articles combine great simplicity, attractiveness, 
and vivacity of thought and style, with a spiritual unction 
scarcely to be found in any other writer. Thousands of 
minds were impressed with them as they first appeared : 
they reproved the inconsistent Christiaoi roused tne slum- 
bering, and poured a precious balm into many an afflicted 



boflom. While writing them, the author buried a beloved 
Tirife, and had daily more and more sure indications that 
the hour of his own departure was at hand; and God en- 
abled him, from the depths of his own Christian experience, 
to open rich fountains of blessing for others. 

The Thoughts on- Popery are like, and yet unlike, the 
other series. There is the same sprightliness of the imagi- 
nation, the same clearness, originality, and richness of 
thought, with a keenness of argument, and sometimes 
irony, that exposes the baseness and shamelessness of the 
dogmas and superstitions of Popery, and that must carry 
home conviction to the understanding and heart of every 
unprejudiced reader. Piece by piece the delusion, not to 
say imposition, of that misnamed church are exposed, un- 
der the heads of the Sufficiency of th6 Bible, the Nine 
Commandments, Mortal and Venial Sins, Infallibility, Idola- 
try, Relics, the Seven Sacraments, Penance, the Mass, Celi- 
bacy of the Clergy, Purgatory, Canonizing Saints, Lafay- 
ette not at Rest, The Leopold Reports, Supererogation, 
Convents, &c. We know of nothing that has yet been 
issued which so lays open the deformities of Popery to 
common minds, or is so admirably adapted to save our 
country from its wiles, and to guara the souls of men from 
its &tal snares. 

A View of the American Slareiy Q^ues- 

Hon. By E. P. Barrows, Pastor of the First Free Pres* 
byterian Church. 31^ cents. 

From the New-York American of March 96th, 1836. 

A View of the American Slavery Question^ by E. P. 
Barrows, Jun. Pastor of the First Free Presbyterian 
Church, New- York. — ^John S. Taylor. In this little 
volume is embodied the substance of two discourses, preach- 
ed, as we learn from the Introduction, " by the Author, 
in October, 1835, with particular reference to the condition 
of his own church." " Their result was a spirit of har- 
mony and good feeling in the church." Such will not, 
we apprehend, be the result of their publication; for they 
maintain modestly, but firmly and conscientiously, the 
right and duty of reasoning and remonstrating with oiur 



southern brethren against the enormity of slaTery, and of 
urging, in all lawful ways, its extinction. The North-^ 
partly from mercenary and partly from political moliiras, 
and with too many, perhaps, from culpable indifiermice— 
seem anxious to atultify all their past efforts against sla- 
rery, and 3^ield up even the right of discussing its evils, 
and exhorting to its abandonment ; and hence Mr. Bar- 
rows' modest and sincere efforts will not be very welcome 
to northern recusants, while its doctrines will of course be 
abhorrent to that chivalrous region where slavery is deemed 
an ornament and a privilege. Nevertheless, Mr. Barron^ 
may console himself with having borne his testimony to 
the truth. 

Pleasure and Profit, vol. l, or The MvsBnii. 

By Uncle Arthur. 37J cents. 

Pleasure and Profit, vol. 2, or The Bot's 
Friend. By Uncle Arthur. 37| cents. 

Pleasure and Profit, vol. 3, or Mart akd 
Florence. By Uncle Arthur. 37| cents. 

Missionary Remains, or Sketches of Evarts, 
Cornelius, and Wisner. By Gardiner Spring, D. D. 
and others. 37| cents. 

AdTiee to a Brotber. By a Missionary. Price 
31 cents. 

£arly 'Piety. By Rev. Jacoh Abhott. 18| cents. 

Scripture Gems. Morocco, gilt. 25 cents. 

Sermons by Rev. Charles O. Finney. With a 
Portrait. $1 00. 

The Works of Rer. Daniel A. Clark. 

In three volumes. $3 00. 



PreyalUngp Prayer. By Rev, C. G. Finney. 

32nio. 25 cents. 

The National Preacher, printed in an ele- 
gant pamphlet form, each number contaming two Sermons 
from living Ministers. Monthly. Edited by Rev. Austin 
Didkinson. Price one dollar a year in advance. 

Also Publisher of 

The Cabinet of Freedom. Under the super- 
vision of the Hon. William Jay, Rev. Prof Bush, of 
the University of New- York, and Gsrrit Smith, Esq. 
Terms, two dollars per annum, payable in advance. 

Also Agent for 
The Sabbath Sehool Visiter, published by 

the (Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. Edited by 
Rev. Asa BuUard, Boston. 50 cents. 

Also Agent for 

The Missionary Herald. Published for the 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
Monthly. $1 50 a year. 

Also Publisher of 

The Naral Magazine. Edited by the Rev. S. 

Stewart, M. A. of the U. S. Navy. $3 00 a year, payable 
in advance. 

J. S. T. has also a large and choice selection of Mis- 
cellaneous works, suitable for Sunday School Libraries; 
together with Theological, Classical, Moral, and Religious 
Books, Stationary, &c. all of which he will sell at the low- 
est prices. 

A constant iv/pply of the Publications of the Massachv^ 
setts Sabbath School Society^ the American Sunday School 
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Ihum, and of the Proiestani Bjpiseapal Sundof Sthod 
Uniorit at the same f rices as sold ai their respective Dtpe^ 
ritories* ^ 

N. B. Orders |rom the country -will be immediately 
attended to, and books forwarded according^ to directioos. 
fihould the selection of books for Sonday Schools be left 
with J. S. T., and he should forward any which should not 
salt the purchaser, they may be returned, and the money 
will be refunded, or other books ffiven in exchange. Those 
wishing to purchase, are invited to call and examine hii 
stock. 
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